
SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
JUDICIAL ANNEX BUILDING 
218 PARSHLEY STREET SOUTHWEST 
LIVE OAK, FLORIDA  32064 
 
TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR  OCTOBER 4, 2022, 5:00 P.M. 
 
Invocation 
Pledge to American Flag 
 
ATTENTION: 
  
• The Board may add additional items to this agenda. 
• Affirmative action on any item includes authorization of Chairman’s or designee’s signature on all 

associated documents. 
• Individual speakers from the audience will be allowed three (3) minutes to speak following 

recognition by the Chairman and must speak from the podium. Speakers may only make one (1) 
trip to the podium regarding each item they wish to speak on.                                                    

•  Groups or factions representing a position on a proposition or issue are required to select a single 
representative or spokesperson. The designated representative will be allowed to speak for seven 
(7) minutes following recognition by the Chairman and must speak from the podium. Speakers may 
only make one (1) trip to the podium regarding each item they wish to speak on.                                                    

• For general updates or questions regarding County business, contact the County Administrator 
during regular business hours (386) 364-3400.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

1. a) September 19, 2022 – Workshop 
b) September 19, 2022 – Final Budget Hearing 
c) September 20, 2022 - Regular Board Meeting 
d) September 26, 2022 – Emergnecy Meeting 

 
 
CONSENT: 
 

2. Approval of payment of processed invoices. 
 

3. Approval to hold November 1, 2022, regularly scheduled Board meeting at Live Oak City Hall 
101 White Avenue S. E. Live Oak, Fl. 32064. The meeting will begin at 5:00 p.m. 

 
4. Approval of amended bid offering process for sale of County surplus property. 

 
5. Approval of procurement for a grapple rake and quick disconnect/coupler for the new CAT 950 

wheel loader. 
 

6. Approval of contribution in the amount of $25,000 to Suwannee County Sheriff’s Office to be 
used for Call Taker salaries. Budgeted impact: this is a busdgeted item and will be paid using 
911 current year revenues. 

 



7. Authorization to purchase Emergency Medical Dispatch (EMD) and Emergency Fire Dispatch 
(EFD) Protocol software from PowerPhone in the amount of $93,097and declare sole source 
provider. Budgeted item. 

 
8. Authorization to purchase SmartCop Power Phone Total Response CAD Interface, which is 

required to run EMD/EFD (Emergency Medical/Emergency Fire Dispatching in the amount of 
$21,600. Budgted item. 

 
9. Authorization to apply for a grant for a multi-use building which has specific uses for 5-years. 

 
10. Authorization to piggyback Palm Beach County’s Service Agreement with Public Consulting 

Group, LLC for assistance with Florida Certified Public Expenditure Program for Emergency 
Medical Transportation (PEMT). Budget impact: None.  

 
 
COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 
 
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 
 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 

11. Additional Agenda Items. The Chairman calls for additional items.   
 

12. Public Concerns and Comments. (Filling out of Comment Card required, and forward to  
Chairman or County Administrator. Individual speakers from the audience will be allowed three 
(3) minutes, and a single representative or spokesperson will be allowed seven (7) minutes to 
speak following recognition by the Chairman and must speak from the podium – one (1) trip to 
the podium.) 

 
13. Administrator’s comments and information. 

 
14. Board Members Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.  

 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
 

15. The timber clearing at the Catalyst Site generated $17,739.47. 
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4:00 p.m.  

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a 

workshop and the following were present:  Chairman Franklin White; Commissioner Clyde Fleming; 

Commissioner Travis Land; and Commissioner Len Stapleton.  Commissioner Don Hale was not initially 

present but arrived later.  Clerk of Court Barry A. Baker; Eric Musgrove and Logan Woods, Deputy Clerks; 

Randy Harris, County Administrator; and Mr. James W. Prevatt, Jr., County Attorney, were also present. 

Chairman White called the workshop to order at 4:07 p.m. and asked Commissioner Fleming to 

lead the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

The first item on the agenda was to discuss Land Development Regulations (LDRs). 

Chairman White stated that he had called the workshop because of the issues he had seen, or 

been told about, concerning the LDRs as they related to Recreational Vehicles (RVs) and travel trailers. 

County Administrator Harris addressed some of the problems with the LDRs, noting that there 

were one-year permits while constructing a home, and six-month permits for recreational purposes, that 

were being abused by some.  There were also concerns as the LDRs were currently written. 

County Attorney Prevatt stated that he had been asked to look at the situation from a legal 

standpoint.  He recognized five different situations that came about regarding RVs and travel trailers and 

addressed them in some detail.  County Attorney Prevatt stated that the two pertinent sections were 

Section 14.10.2 about one-year permits and Section 4.19.37 related to travel trailer requirements, and 

then discussed them in much detail, including the history of such vehicles.  He reiterated that the LDRs as 

currently written did not adequately and consistently address the various types of vehicles. 

Some discussion ensued on further defining RVs so that it would include all related vehicle types. 

Commissioner Hale arrived at the meeting at 4:25 p.m. 
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A better tracking system for the one-year permits was suggested, and some discussion ensued on 

permit time periods and those in violation of the LDRs. 

Mr. Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, stated that there were many people in violation 

of the LDRs because they never applied for a permit for RV use.  He then discussed the circumstances 

behind and abuses of the one-year permit in detail. 

County Administrator Harris asked how the County could enforce the six-month permits, 

especially since there was no ending date expressly stated on them. 

It was noted that there could be as many as 1,000 six-month permits still technically open over 

just the last ten years. 

More discussion ensued on enforcing temporary permits. 

Commissioner Land suggested that the County Attorney clean up the language defining what an 

RV was and he also noted that the number of complaints would be less due to a recently adopted State 

law that anonymous complaints would no longer be investigated.  Commissioner Land suggested 

eliminating commercial use of RVs on private property. 

Mr. Meeks stated that the wording of Suwannee County’s LDRs was better than surrounding 

counties, noting some examples, but it still needed work. 

Discussion ensued on RV parks, citizens abusing permits by using RVs as an alternative to 

expensive housing, storing of RVs when not in use, renewable permits, comparing RV permits with mobile 

home permits, and public safety inspections. 

Chairman White noted that the Board would not finish discussing the issue this afternoon and he 

merely wished to begin discussions on the issue. 

Mr. Robin Crespo, Code Enforcement Inspector, stated that his office received a complaint and 

then he would investigate it.  Weekend RV visitors were not the problem, but those who were deciding 
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to live in RVs with or without a permit.  He added that code enforcement on RVs had not been handled in 

at least ten years, but since he had been hired, he was working on the issue.  Mr. Crespo asked for time 

to do his job. 

Chairman White asked for the Board and Code Enforcement to make recommendations for a 

future decision. 

Mr. Meeks made several recommendations to the Board. 

Commissioner Land suggested a 90-day moratorium to give the Board time to decide on the issue. 

Mr. Robert “Mac” Hinckle, Chief Building Inspector, suggested that the County work with the 

Town of Branford to provide an additional code enforcement officer to share duties. 

Mr. Crespo suggested hiring an office technician to perform office duties, which would allow him 

to work in the field more instead of doing paperwork. 

Chairman White noted that there was a final budget hearing to be held at this time, and further 

discussions would have to take place at a later date.  He suggested reviewing renewable permits. 

Commissioner Land moved to adjourn the workshop.  Commissioner Fleming seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the workshop adjourned at 5:14 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

______________________________, DC  ___________________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER     FRANKLIN WHITE, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT    SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
       OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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5:05 p.m.  

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for the 

Fiscal Year 2022-2023 final budget hearing and the following were present:  Chairman Franklin White; 

Commissioner Don Hale; Commissioner Clyde Fleming; Commissioner Travis Land; and Commissioner Len 

Stapleton.  Clerk of Court Barry A. Baker; Chief Deputy Clerk of Finance Keith Gentry; Eric Musgrove, Logan 

Woods, and Neena Funicelli, Deputy Clerks; Randy Harris, County Administrator; and Mr. James W. 

Prevatt, Jr., County Attorney, were also present. 

Chairman White called the hearing to order at 5:15 p.m. 

The purpose of the hearing was to discuss the final budget for Fiscal Year 2022-2023. 

Clerk Baker announced that the FY 2022-2023 proposed final millage rate was 9.0000 mills and 

proposed final budget was $124,474,622.  He also announced the rolled-back rate of 8.4061 mills and that 

the proposed millage rate would be a 7.07% increase over the rolled-back rate. 

Chairman White opened the public hearing. 

County Attorney Prevatt swore in all those wishing to speak. 

Chairman White opened the floor to comments, beginning with Constitutional Officers. 

There were no Constitutional Officers who wished to speak. 

Chairman White asked for outside agencies to speak. 

There were no outside agencies who wished to speak. 

Chairman White asked for department heads to speak. 

There were no department heads who wished to speak. 

Chairman White opened the floor to public comments. 

As there were no public comments, Chairman White closed the floor to public comments. 
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At 5:18 p.m., Commissioner Fleming moved to approve a resolution adopting the levying of a 

final millage rate of 9.0000 mils for ad valorem taxes for Suwannee County for Fiscal Year 2022-2023.  

Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (Resolution No. 2022-61) 

At 5:19 p.m., Commissioner Hale moved to approve a resolution adopting a final budget for 

Fiscal Year 2022-2023 of $124,474,622.  Commissioner Stapleton seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously.  (Resolution No. 2022-62) 

The next item on the agenda was to implement a minimum wage increase. 

County Administrator Harris stated that due to the effective date of the minimum wage mandate 

conflicting with the County’s typical time frame for wage increases, there were a small number of 

employees who needed their pay raise effective September 30 instead of October 1.  He added that it 

would happen every year. 

Commissioner Land moved to authorize certain minimum wage pay raises effective September 

30.  Commissioner Hale seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

Chairman White closed the public hearing. 

Commissioner Hale moved to adjourn the final budget hearing.  Commissioner Land seconded, 

and the motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, Chairman White adjourned the final budget hearing 

at 5:20 p.m. 

 

ATTEST: 

______________________________, DC  ___________________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER     FRANKLIN WHITE, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT    SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
       OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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5:00 p.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a 

regular meeting and the following were present:  Chairman Franklin White; Commissioner Clyde Fleming; 

Commissioner Travis Land; and Commissioner Len Stapleton.  Commissioner Don Hale was not present 

but arrived later.  Barry Baker, Clerk of Court; Keith Gentry, Clerk Finance Director; Eric Musgrove, Deputy 

Clerk; Randy Harris, County Administrator; and James W. Prevatt, Jr., County Attorney, were also present. 

Chairman White called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. and asked Commissioner Stapleton to 

lead the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

MINUTES: 

 The first item on the agenda was to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2022 Regular Board 

meeting and September 8, 2022 Tentative Budget Hearing. 

 Commissioner Stapleton moved to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2022 Regular 

Board meeting and September 8, 2022 Tentative Budget Hearing.  Commissioner Fleming seconded, 

and the motion carried unanimously (4-0). 

CONSENT: 

Chairman White noted that item eight had been withdrawn from the agenda for discussion at a 

later time and items nine, ten, twelve, and fourteen had been pulled for discussion. 

The second item on the agenda was to approve payment of $5,981,479.44 in processed invoices. 

The third item on the agenda was approval of a resolution authoring two (2) additional PACE 

programs, the Green Corridor and Florida Green, within the County and authorize the Chairman to 

execute the accompanying membership agreements to become a member of each of the two additional 

PACE districts.  (Resolution No. 2022-63, Agreement No. 2022-109, Agreement No. 2022-110)  
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The fourth item on the agenda was approval of a proposal from Dewberry Engineers, Inc. for 

Construction Engineering and Inspection (CEI) services for the Suwannee River Greenway at Branford 

SunTrail project.  Budget impact:  paid for with grant funds.  (Agreement No. 2022-111) 

The fifth item on the agenda was approval of a Release and Satisfaction of Lien Agreement with 

Caleb Mumford and Kelly McManaway, State Housing Initiatives Partnership Program client.  (Agreement 

No. 2022-112) 

The sixth item on the agenda was approval of an agreement with the North Central Florida 

Regional Planning Council, in the amount of $7,421.00 for Annual Monitoring of Hazardous Waste 

Generators for FY 2023.  (Agreement No. 2022-113) 

The seventh item on the agenda was approval of an agreement between the Suwannee County 

Board of County Commissioners, the Honorable William F. Williams, III, and Suwanee Valley Probation 

Services, Inc. for misdemeanor probation services.  (Agreement No. 2022-114) 

The eighth item on the agenda was approval of a Sole-Source Agreement with American Pipe & 

Tank, Inc. for transportation, treatment, and disposal of domestic wastewater residuals from the County 

sewer plant. 

This item was withdrawn from the agenda for discussion at a later date. 

The ninth item on the agenda was approval of a Sole-Source Agreement with Tank Wizards, Inc. 

for complete set-up of a 2,500-gallon fuel tank at the Branford Mine.  Budget impact:  not to exceed 

$15,000. 

This item was pulled for discussion. 

The tenth item on the agenda was approval of an addendum to the Buchanan, Ingersoll, & 

Rooney PC (Mike Grissom) Consulting Agreement for Government Relations (Non-Legal) Services. 

This item was pulled for discussion. 
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The eleventh item on the agenda was approval of Class 1 Lump Sum Cancer Benefit with Death 

Benefit covering cancers within FS 112.1816. 

The twelfth item on the agenda was approval of the cancellation of Task Orders with Dewberry 

Engineers, Inc. for Construction Engineering Inspection Services associated with Wideman Street and 

Carter Avenue. 

This item was pulled for discussion. 

The thirteenth item on the agenda was approval of an agreement with the Florida Department 

of Health in the amount of $100,000.00 for the operation of the Suwannee County Health Department for 

FY 2022-23.  (Agreement No. 2022-116) 

The fourteenth item on the agenda was award of a bid and authorization to execute an 

agreement with Curt’s Construction, Inc. for paving of Carter Avenue and Wideman Street.  Budget 

impact:  funded by FDOT (Bid No. 2022-30; bids were opened August 9, 2022). 

This item was pulled for discussion. 

The fifteenth item on the agenda was renewal of an agreement with Madden Media for 

marketing/advertising services for the Suwannee County Economic Development Office (Budgeted item).  

(Agreement No. 2019-84-11) 

Commissioner Land moved to approve consent items 2-7, 11, 13, and 15.  Commissioner 

Stapleton seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0). 

The ninth item on the agenda was approval of a Sole-Source Agreement with Tank Wizards, Inc. 

for complete set-up of a 2,500-gallon fuel tank at the Branford Mine.  Budget impact:  not to exceed 

$15,000. 

Commissioner Land stated that he had reviewed the County’s mine in Branford and there was a 

definite need for fuel tank set-up. 
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County Administrator Harris noted that two other vendors had been contacted but had failed to 

submit bids. 

County Attorney Prevatt asked that the Board declare the purchase of the fuel tank as a sole-

source item and then approve the agreement with Tank Wizards. 

Commissioner Stapleton moved to declare the purchase and set-up of a 2,500-gallon fuel tank 

at the Branford Mine as a sole-source item.  Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously (4-0). 

Commissioner Stapleton moved to approve a Sole-Source Agreement with Tank Wizards, Inc. 

for complete set-up of a 2,500-gallon fuel tank at the Branford Mine.  Budget impact:  not to exceed 

$15,000.  Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0).  (Agreement No. 

2022-117) 

The tenth item on the agenda was approval of an addendum to the Buchanan, Ingersoll, & 

Rooney PC (Mike Grissom) Consulting Agreement for Government Relations (Non-Legal) Services. 

Chairman White stated that Mr. Grissom and his company had done great work lobbying for the 

County and had brought in a great amount of money since being hired earlier in the year. 

Commissioner Hale arrived at the meeting at 5:07 p.m. 

Mr. Grissom discussed his work and looked forward to a continued relationship with Suwannee 

County.  He discussed the millions of dollars in grants that had been brought into Suwannee County. 

The Board thanked Mr. Grissom for his work in Tallahassee on behalf of Suwannee County. 

Commissioner Fleming left the meeting at 5:07 p.m. 

Commissioner Stapleton moved to approve an addendum to the Buchanan, Ingersoll, & Rooney 

PC (Mike Grissom) Consulting Agreement for Government Relations (Non-Legal) Services.  

Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0).  (Agreement No. 2022-50-01) 
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Commissioner Fleming returned to the meeting at 5:08 p.m. 

The twelfth item on the agenda was approval of the cancellation of Task Orders with Dewberry 

Engineers, Inc. for Construction Engineering Inspection Services associated with Wideman Street and 

Carter Avenue. 

County Administrator Harris wanted to be clear that there was no problem with Dewberry 

Engineering, and the issue was that the bids came in higher than the funding the Department of 

Transportation (DOT) had provided for the work, and the County had to cut work somewhere.  The County 

would instead perform the CEI on the project. 

Commissioner Fleming moved to approve the cancellation of Task Orders with Dewberry 

Engineers, Inc. for Construction Engineering Inspection Services associated with Wideman Street and 

Carter Avenue.  Commissioner Hale seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Agreement No. 

2022-115; see cancelled Agreements No. 2022-78 and 2022-79) 

The fourteenth item on the agenda was award of a bid and authorization to execute an 

agreement with Curt’s Construction, Inc. for paving of Carter Avenue and Wideman Street.  Budget 

impact:  funded by FDOT (Bid No. 2022-30; bids were opened August 9, 2022). 

County Administrator Harris noted that the issue was the same as with item twelve and then 

noted the difference in quotes between the companies that had bid the project.  The total amount would 

be $709,106.95, and he asked for approval. 

Commissioner Hale moved to award a bid and authorize execution of an agreement with Curt’s 

Construction, Inc. for paving of Carter Avenue and Wideman Street for $709,106.95.  Budget impact:  

funded by FDOT (Bid No. 2022-30; bids were opened August 9, 2022).  Commissioner Stapleton 

seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (5-0).  (Agreement No. 2022-118) 
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TIME-SPECIFIC ITEMS: 

The sixteenth item on the agenda was at 5:05 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be 

heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to CPA 22-02, an 

application by Concept Development, Inc. and Concept Construction of North Florida, Inc., authorized 

agent for Muriel Jeanene Taylor, to amend the Future Land Use Plan Map of the Comprehensive Plan by 

changing the land use classification from AGRICULTURE-1 (less than or equal to 1 dwelling unit per 5 acres) 

to RURAL ACTIVITY CENTER. 

Chairman White opened the public hearings. 

County Attorney Prevatt swore in all those wishing to speak. 

Ronald Meeks, Planning and Zoning Director, discussed the nature of the application, noting that 

the 3.25-acre property was at the intersection of SR 51 and CR 252.  The application had been 

recommended for approval by the Planning and Zoning Board and added that the next item was also 

related as part of the approval process.  Mr. Meeks stated that traffic patterns would be permitted 

through the Department of Transportation and entered the file into the record as Composite Exhibit #1. 

Some discussion ensued on the two parcels that made up the request and that all of one parcel 

would be purchased along with part of the other. 

Chairman White opened the floor to public comments. 

Mr. Russ Paget, 14475 193rd Road, Live Oak, did not see the need for another Dollar General since 

there were two others within seven miles of the proposed location.  He was also concerned with the 

increased traffic at the intersection. 

There being no further comments, Chairman White closed the floor to public comments. 

Commissioner Land appreciated Mr. Paget’s concerns but clarified that the main issue from his 

constituents was the increased traffic at the intersection.  He added that DOT would check traffic counts 
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and could place a light there in the future, and the County’s Land Development Regulations did not 

stipulate increased traffic as a reason to deny an application. 

Commissioner Hale agreed that constituents and the Board should go to DOT if traffic at the 

intersection became an issue. 

Mr. Meeks clarified that since SR 51 was a State road, the County was limited in what they could 

do with traffic counts and it was up to the State to make that determination when they held their own 

permitting hearings. 

Mr. Paget asked if the DOT traffic study was something the Board informed the constituents 

about.  Commissioner Land replied that the study would be done by the State and the developer and 

should be a public record. 

Ms. Holly White, with Vector Civil Engineering and on behalf of the client, stated that a traffic 

study would be completed through DOT and the results would be provided to Mr. Meeks.  She expected 

the study to be completed within four weeks of site plan approval, adding that the plan was conceptual 

only and not the final result. 

County Attorney Prevatt reminded the public that the purpose of the hearing was to determine 

whether the parcel or parcels was/were appropriate to be zoned as a Rural Activity Center, and the County 

did not judge by the specific project.  He added that there were still many review processes that needed 

to be held by DOT, Mr. Meeks, and other entities before anything was built on the site. 

Commissioner Land noted that the Taylor family owned the property and surrounding properties, 

and they had chosen to allow the project to use their land.  He added that there was already a general 

store across the street owned by the Taylor family. 

After questioning, it was noted that the property in question was at the northeast corner of the 

intersection of SR 51 and CR 252. 
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Commissioner Land moved to approve an ordinance pertaining to CPA 22-02, an application by 

Concept Development, Inc. and Concept Construction of North Florida, Inc., authorized agent for Muriel 

Jeanene Taylor, to amend the Future Land Use Plan Map of the Comprehensive Plan by changing the 

land use classification from AGRICULTURE-1 (less than or equal to 1 dwelling unit per 5 acres) to RURAL 

ACTIVITY CENTER.  Commissioner Fleming seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Ordinance 

No. 2022-08) 

The seventeenth item on the agenda was at 5:05 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could 

be heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance pertaining to LDR 22-03, an 

application by Concept Development, Inc. and Concept Construction of North Florida, Inc., authorized 

agent for Muriel Jeanene Taylor, to amend the Official Zoning Atlas of the Land Development Regulations 

by changing the zoning district from AGRICULTURE-1 (A-1) to RURAL ACTIVITY CENTER (RAC). 

Mr. Meeks stated that the item was the second step in the process of authorizing the change in 

zoning for the property and submitted the file into the record as Composite Exhibit #1. 

Chairman White opened the floor to public comments. 

County Administrator Harris discussed the nature of the zoning changes and that the current 

process was much smoother than when Comprehensive Plan changes had to be approved by the State. 

There being no further comments, Chairman White closed the floor to public comments. 

Commissioner Hale moved to approve an ordinance pertaining to LDR 22-03, an application by 

Concept Development, Inc. and Concept Construction of North Florida, Inc., authorized agent for Muriel 

Jeanene Taylor, to amend the Official Zoning Atlas of the Land Development Regulations by changing 

the zoning district from AGRICULTURE-1 (A-1) to RURAL ACTIVITY CENTER (RAC).  Commissioner Land 

seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Ordinance No. 2022-09) 
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COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 

There were none. 

COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 

County Attorney Prevatt discussed surplus land properties that had been sold, noting that some 

bidders had withdrawn their bids or wanted additional work done that had not been part of the original 

terms.  He recommended a change to how the bids were done and submitted documents pertaining to it, 

which would be like how foreclosures were handled.  County Attorney Prevatt further discussed his 

proposal, which would allow a clean avenue to pursue legal action if the bidder failed to comply with the 

terms of the agreement.  He suggested that the Board review the documentation and make a decision at 

a later date but could approve it at the current meeting if they were confident in it. 

Some discussion ensued on the details of the proposal. 

Commissioner Land suggested placing the item on the next agenda’s consent items, since the 

Board had just received the documentation. 

The Board agreed by consensus to add the item to the next meeting’s consent agenda. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

 The eighteenth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, an agreement 

with North Florida Professional Services, Inc. (NFPS) for construction plan reviews and building inspection 

services (RFQ No. 2022-33; bids were opened August 30, 2022). 

 County Administrator Harris briefly discussed the agreement, noting that this was for the times 

when the building official could not inspect properties in a timely manner. 

 Commissioner Land meant no disrespect, but he held the same position that he held at the July 5 

meeting in which he had made it clear that he did not see the need for the County hiring third-party 
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inspection services.  Commissioner Land added that the building inspector was only five days out for 

inspections, and customers were allowed by Florida Statutes to contact third-party inspectors to have the 

work done if they did not want to wait on the County.  He also noted that the requests for qualifications 

that he had motioned for and approved in July was to be at no cost to the County.  Since then, he had 

researched the issue and found the Florida Statutes allowed private individuals to hire third-party 

inspectors and did not see the need for the County to hire a third-party inspector themselves.  

Commissioner Land was concerned about spending taxpayer money to use third-party inspectors and 

then trying to recoup the expenses from the property owner. 

 County Administrator Harris stated that he was not proposing to use taxpayer funds for the 

inspection services but using the services after collection of the expenses by the Building Department.  He 

shared a recent incident in which a foundation inspection was going to take two weeks, which would not 

be good because of the nature of that work.  County Administrator Harris explained that the agreement 

was written to allow the Building Department to hire the inspection services as needed. 

 Commissioner Land reiterated that the Florida Statutes already gave the public the opportunity 

to hire third-party inspectors to do the inspection work, which if they were properly licensed, had to be 

accepted by the Building Department.  He did not see the need to insert the County into the process. 

 Mr. Wayne Hannuka, 11883 93rd Road, Live Oak, discussed the inspection services and explained 

that the contractor’s end result was to complete the project as soon as possible. 

 Commissioner Land noted that almost all contractors or builders scheduled building inspections 

prior to when they needed it so that the project timeline was not impacted. 

 Further discussion ensued on inspection services and a suggestion was made to make information 

about the third-party hiring of inspection services available in the Building Department. 
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 Commissioner Hale suggested the third-party inspection notice and options to be placed in the 

Building Department’s permit application. 

 Commissioner Stapleton agreed with Commissioner Hale’s suggestion. 

 After questioning by Chairman White, NFPS replied that the pricing to the County was the same 

as with the public. 

 Mr. Maurice Perkins, 505 Lafayette Avenue, Live Oak, suggested that the Building Department be 

involved in the process so that the end product met requirements. 

 Mr. Dave Young, North Florida Professional Services, 4231 NW Little Road, Lake City, stated that 

there was no time limit on inspections but on plan review, adding that inspections were to be done “in a 

timely manner”.  He stated that if the third-party inspector handled part of the inspection services, they 

would have to enter into a contract with the property owner to perform all subsequent inspection 

services, including review of plans.  However, if the local jurisdiction hired the third-party inspector, the 

third-party inspector could be used for only specific inspections on projects. 

 After questioning, Mr. Young replied that the requirement to perform all inspection services once 

contracted was a requirement from the Florida Statutes, since third-party companies had to carry liability 

insurance.  He discussed the issue in more detail. 

 Further discussion ensued on the issue. 

 Commissioner Land reiterated that he only knew of one complaint concerning the County’s 

current inspection timelines, and that had been during an extremely busy time when the County also 

instituted solid waste decals.  He again did not see a need for the agreement. 

Mr. Moses Clepper, 14581 102nd Path, Live Oak, stated that it appeared that the County’s building 

inspection services were not lagging, even with an open inspector position, and did not see the need for 



Book 70 Page ?? 
September 20, 2022 

Regular Board Meeting 
Judicial Annex 

Live Oak, Florida 
 
 

379 

the agreement.  He added that he agreed with Commissioner Hale’s suggestion to add a sheet into the 

permit that gave notice to the public of their ability to hire third-party inspectors. 

Commissioner Land again reiterated that there did not seem to be a need for the agreement. 

County Administrator Harris stated that the County had advertised for another inspector, but it 

was difficult to find qualified people.  He added that the State established criteria, not the County. 

Commissioner Land suggested lowering the minimum qualifications to attract more applicants. 

County Administrator Harris clarified that the State’s minimum qualifications had to be met. 

Commissioner Hale asked if there was anyone currently in the County’s employment that met the 

criteria and would be interested in the work.  County Administrator Harris replied that the job had been 

publicly advertised for some time and no County employees had applied. 

After questioning, County Attorney Prevatt stated that the County could add a list of potential 

third-party inspectors to the permits. 

Mr. Meeks believed that there was a document available at the Building Department that included 

the requirements of third-party inspectors.  He then discussed some of the requirements and the greater 

need for electrical inspections. 

The Board discussed hiring an electrical inspector who could learn about other types of 

inspections on the job instead of hiring third-party inspection services. 

The Board took no action on the item. 

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, Land Development 

Regulations (LDRs). 

County Administrator Harris noted that this was a follow-up to the previous day’s workshop 

regarding recreational use of RVs and travel trailers, including the possibility of a moratorium. 

Chairman White noted that the Board needed to work through some changes in the LDRs. 
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County Administrator Harris briefly discussed the previous day’s workshop and noted that further 

workshops could be held to continue discussion on the issue, since it had been cut short due to a public 

hearing on the final millage rate and budget. 

The Board noted that Code Enforcement Official Robin Crespo had been hired to work on these 

types of issues and had asked at the workshop to be allowed time to do his job. 

Commissioner Land moved to have a ninety-day moratorium on recreational RV permits to 

allow time to review and make changes to the LDRs.  Commissioner Fleming moved, and the motion 

carried unanimously. 

Mr. Meeks noted that there were already permits pending and asked for clarification on where 

they stood with the moratorium. 

The Board and County Attorney Prevatt clarified that the motion was for new recreational RV 

permit applications, not ones previously submitted and in the approval process. 

The twentieth item on the agenda was Additional Agenda Items. 

There were two additional agenda items: 

The first additional agenda item was to discuss, with possible Board action, architectural design 

services and rates for the Emergency Operations Center (EOC). 

County Administrator Harris stated that he had several rate proposals for architectural design of 

the EOC, and he suggested that he and the County Attorney be allowed to work on an agreement for the 

services.  County Administrator Harris added that an architectural design grant for $200,000 had been 

approved by the State, but the quoted rates from the County’s selected design firm were far higher.  

However, after continued negotiations, the price had been reduced to $200,000, but did not include land 

surveying and geotechnical work.  County Administrator Harris suggested approval of an agreement, 

pending review and restructuring of the scope of work.  He then discussed the history of the grant 
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application and added that the County had recently been awarded Federal grant funding for construction 

of the EOC. 

Some discussion ensued on the scope of work and history of the grant application process. 

Mr. Clepper noted that the rate schedule showed an average hourly rate from the architect of 

some $140 per hour, which seemed high. 

County Administrator Harris noted that the rate schedule would probably not be used since a 

lump sum amount had been discussed instead.  He also suggested that the architectural firm be involved 

in pre-bid meetings on the project. 

Commissioner Stapleton expressed anger at receiving such high bids only because the 

government had provided a large amount of funds whose amount was publicly available. 

Commissioner Hale moved to allow the County Administrator and County Attorney to write 

and/or clean up the wording of an agreement for architectural design services with Clemons, 

Rutherford, and Associates (CRA) and rates for the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and approve 

the scope of work for $200,000, with the County to handle land surveying and geotechnical work.  

Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Stapleton opposed. 

Further discussion ensued on the problem with government grant funding causing a rise in prices, 

in conjunction with more work (and expenses) to be expended by the County before a grant application 

could even be submitted.  Discussion was also held on how the County’s hands were tied when it came to 

architectural planning due to State law. 

The second additional agenda item was to approve and accept the assignment of City/County 

Funds from the Opioid Litigation from the City of Live Oak to Suwannee County, authorize the Chairman 

to execute the same, and authorize the Chairman and/or the County Attorney to execute on behalf of the 
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County any other documents required by the State of Florida to affect the appropriate assignment and 

transfer. 

County Attorney Prevatt stated that the Opioid litigation had been ongoing for some time and the 

City had been a part of the litigation process.  He added that the money would be distributed within the 

next two weeks, and the City had proposed assigning their money to the County due to the burdensome 

amount of work involved. 

Commissioner Fleming moved to approve and accept the assignment of City/County Funds from 

the Opioid Litigation from the City of Live Oak to Suwannee County, authorize the Chairman to execute 

the same, and authorize the Chairman and/or the County Attorney to execute on behalf of the County 

any other documents required by the State of Florida to affect the appropriate assignment and transfer. 

Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (Agreement No. 2022-119) 

The twenty-first item on the agenda was public concerns and comments. 

Commissioner Hale noted that there had been a recent meeting in Perry regarding the North 

Florida Economic Development Partnership (NFEDP) and he thanked Mr. Shannon Roberts, Digital Content 

Specialist, for his work and tenacity on the matter. 

Mr. Roberts stated that he was passionate about developing opportunities for Suwannee County. 

Commissioner Hale noted that Mr. Jimmy Norris, Economic Development Director, was now the 

chairman of the NFEDP. 

Mr. Norris discussed the work with technology as it related to the broadband efforts and thanked 

the public for their assistance in sending data to the appropriate office regarding their internet service. 

Some discussion ensued on the work of the NFEDP. 
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Mr. Perkins thanked the Board and those he had spoken with during his election campaign for 

their work and support.  He looked forward to working with the various County departments as a 

commissioner in the near future. 

The twenty-second item on the agenda was Administrator’s comments and information. 

County Administrator Harris updated the Board on zoning issues with Goldkist Boulevard and 

noted that the budget workshops and budget hearings went well, thanking Keith Gentry and Neena 

Funicelli with the Clerk’s Office for their labor on the budget. 

The twenty-third item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments. 

Commissioner Fleming thanked County staff for their work and noted better times were ahead. 

Commissioner Stapleton thanked everyone for their thoughts and prayers for his oldest daughter, 

who had been through several surgeries over the last couple of weeks but was now home. 

Commissioner Land expressed thoughts and prayers for Commissioner Stapleton’s daughter. 

Commissioner Hale thanked staff and expressed prayers for Commissioner Stapleton’s daughter. 

Chairman White agreed with previous comments. 

Commissioner Hale moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Land seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:  

___________________________, DC  _______________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER  FRANKLIN WHITE, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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9:30 a.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for an 

emergency meeting and the following were present:  Chairman Franklin White; Commissioner Don Hale; 

Commissioner Clyde Fleming; Commissioner Travis Land; and Commissioner Len Stapleton.  Eric Musgrove 

and Logan Woods, Deputy Clerks; Randy Harris, County Administrator; and James W. Prevatt, Jr., County 

Attorney, were also present. 

Chairman White called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and noted that the purpose of the 

meeting was to discuss declaring a local state of emergency due to the impending arrival of Hurricane Ian. 

Commissioner Fleming moved to declare a Local State of Emergency due to Hurricane Ian.  

Commissioner Stapleton seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Resolution No. 2022-64) 

Commissioner Land moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Stapleton seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 9:31 a.m. 

 

ATTEST:  

___________________________, DC  _______________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER  FRANKLIN WHITE, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



Agenda Item No.    2 
 
 
Approval of payment of processed invoices. 



Agenda Item No. 3 

Approval to hold November 1, 2022, regularly scheduled Board 

meeting at Live Oak City Hall 101 White Avenue S. E. Live Oak, 

Fl. 32064. The meeting will begin at 5:00 p.m. 



Presented during September 20, 2022 BCC Meeting 

Agenda Item No. _4__ _ 

Clarification of bid offering details and contract terms for sale of County surplus 
property. 

Discussion 

The BOCC has previously contracted with a local realtor to offer, market obtain 
bids on certain surplus properties designated for sale in the hopes of getting better 
pricing on better properties. The B?ard supplied a process to handle such bid process. 

Not through the fault of the realtor, the bid process has worked for some 
properties but not others. Bids have been received, awarded and then backed out of 
before a purchase and sale agreement has been executed. On others, the Bidders 
have insisted that the County was responsible to clear up potential title problems. 

The proposed process is intended to clarify the process. It will simply let 
potential Bidders know that the County is selling all properties As IS, without warranties 
of any kind and that any · bid submitted will simply mature into a contract for sale and 
purchase when awarded, much like a sale on the Courthouse steps. 

Recommendation 

Approve new format for ·offertng-brok"ered-surptas·J)ro1J1rrty · sales. 









Agenda Item No. 5 

Item: 

Procurement of grapple rake attachment with quick disconnect/coupler for CAT 

950 wheel loader 

Description: 

On 7/5/2022 the Board approved a lease for a CAT 950 wheel loader for Public 

works with an annual payment of $35,082. Public Works desires to add a quick 

disconnect/coupler and grapple rake to the unit which results in an increase to the 

annual lease payment by $10,431. Approval of the procurement for the grapple 

rake and quick disconnect increases the annual lease payment to $45,512.83. 

Budget Impact: The proposed $10,431 in additional cost would be pulled from 

the Public Works equipment budget. 

Requested Action: 

Approval of the procurement for a grapple rake and quick disconnect/coupler for 

the new CAT 950 wheel loader in the amount of $10,431. 













Item No. 6



Item No. 7







































Item No. 8







Agenda Item No. 9 
Authorization to apply for a grant for a multi-use building which 

has specific uses for 5-years. 















Item No. 10



CHAIRMAN CALLS FOR  
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1. _________________________________________________________________ 
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2. _________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 



PUBLIC CONCERNS AND COMMENTS 
 

 



ADMINISTRATOR’S COMMENTS AND 
INFORMATION 

 
 



BOARD MEMBERS’ INQUIRIES, REQUESTS 
AND COMMENTS 
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