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8:00 a.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for special 

called meeting and the following were present:  Chairman Franklin White; Commissioner Don Hale; and 

Commissioner Leo Mobley.  Commissioners Maurice Perkins and Travis Land were not present. Deputy 

Clerks Eric Musgrove and Logan Woods and County Administrator Greg Scott were also present. 

Chairman White called the meeting to order at 8:09 a.m. 

The first item on the agenda was renewal of a resolution declaring a Local State of Emergency 

due to Hurricane Idalia. 

Commissioner Hale moved to approve renewal of a resolution declaring a Local State of 

Emergency due to Hurricane Idalia.  Commissioner Mobley seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously.  (Resolution No. 2023-35-06) 

County Administrator Scott stated that leftover funds from 76th Street would be returned to the 

Florida Department of Transportation, who would then fund 80th Street, and discussed the estimated $1.3 

million for work on 68th Terrace, which had already been set aside by the County.  He also noted that 

Water Management asked the County to manage Telford Springs and discussed recharging Peacock Lake. 

Discussion ensued on various roads and right-of-way acquisition for road projects. 

Commissioner Mobley moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Hale seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 a.m. 

ATTEST:  

___________________________, DC  _______________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER  FRANKLIN WHITE, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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5:30 p.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a 

regular meeting and the following were present:  Chairman Franklin White and Commissioner Don Hale; 

Commissioner Maurice Perkins; Commissioner Travis Land; and Commissioner Leo Mobley. Eric 

Musgrove, Deputy Clerk; Greg Scott, County Administrator; and Adam Morrison, County Attorney, were 

also present. 

Chairman White called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. and asked Commissioner Perkins to lead 

the invocation and Commissioner Mobley to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States 

of America. 

MINUTES: 

 The first item on the agenda was to approve the minutes of the September 25, 2023 Special Called 

Meeting, the September 25, 2023 Final Budget Hearing, the October 3, 2023 Regular Meeting, the October 

5, 2023 Special Called meeting, and the October 11, 2023 Special Called meeting. 

 Commissioner Hale moved to approve the minutes of the September 25, 2023 Special Called 

Meeting, the September 25, 2023 Final Budget Hearing, the October 3, 2023 Regular Meeting, the 

October 5, 2023 Special Called meeting, and the October 11, 2023 Special Called meeting.  

Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

CONSENT: 

 Chairman White noted that the fourth item on the agenda was pulled for discussion and the 

eighth item was tabled for consideration at a later date. 

The second item on the agenda was to approve payment of $1,113,892.16 in processed invoices. 
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The third item on the agenda was approval of a renewal of a resolution declaring the Local State 

of Emergency due to Hurricane Idalia.  (Resolution No. 2023-35-09) 

The fourth item on the agenda was approval of a Funding Agreement between Suwannee County 

and Meridian Healthcare, Inc. in the amount of $64,111 for the provision of mental health, Baker Act, and 

addiction services. 

This item was pulled from the consent agenda for discussion. 

The fifth item on the agenda was approval of a proposal from Locklear & Associates to provide 

engineering services associated with a comprehensive vulnerability assessment in accordance with 

Section 380.093, Florida Statutes. 

The sixth item on the agenda was approval of Supplemental Agreement No. 1 with the Florida 

Department of Transportation (FPN 443415-1-34-01) releasing surplus funding of $295,959 on the design 

phase of project CR49 and adoption of an enabling resolution.  (Agreement No. 2023-51-01 and 

Resolution No. 2024-07) 

The seventh item on the agenda was authorization to execute two checks from State Farm 

Insurance for a claim on a State Housing Initiatives Plan (SHIP) client’s homeowner’s insurance policy. 

The eighth item on the agenda was to award Request for Proposal 2023-13 to RDK Truck Sales 

for ten (10) dump trucks for the Road Department.  Budgeted items. 

This item was tabled for consideration at a later date. 

Commissioner Land moved to approve consent items 2-3 and 5-7.  Commissioner Hale 

seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

The fourth item on the agenda was approval of a Funding Agreement between Suwannee County 

and Meridian Healthcare, Inc. in the amount of $64,111 for the provision of mental health, Baker Act, and 

addiction services. 
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County Administrator Scott clarified that there were actually two agreements included, the other 

being a donated space agreement. 

County Attorney Morrison added that the County had an obligation to provide space or funding 

for Meridian, and this was the County’s participation as required by law. 

Some discussion ensued on the issue. 

Mr. Moses Clepper, 14581 102nd Path, discussed the County’s expenses with Meridian and the 

Health Department, which was not a non-profit organization.  He noted the CEO’s supposed $500,000 

salary as a reason the County should look at reducing its funding to them. 

Brief discussion continued on what Meridian Healthcare provided to the County. 

Commissioner Land moved to approve a Funding Agreement between Suwannee County and 

Meridian Healthcare, Inc. in the amount of $64,111 for the provision of mental health, Baker Act, and 

addiction services and a space needs agreement for FY 2023-2024.  Commissioner Hale seconded, and 

the motion carried unanimously.  (Agreement No. 2024-06 and 2024-07). 

TIME-SPECIFIC ITEMS: 

 The ninth item on the agenda was at 5:35 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, 

to hold a public hearing to consider Special Permit Request No. SP-23-10-01 by Tower Engineering 

Professionals, authorized agent for Glenda Sanford, to be granted a special permit under Section 14.11 of 

the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations for an essential service (199-foot monopole 

communications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned A-1. 

 Chairman White opened the public hearing. 

 County Attorney Morrison swore in all those wishing to speak. 
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 Mr. Ronald Meeks, Development Services Director, discussed the Special Permit in some detail, 

noting that it was located near the intersection of CR 137 and US 27, across from the Dollar General.  Since 

Hurricane Idalia had stricken Suwannee County, the issue of an onsite generator had become an issue, 

but Mr. Meeks noted that a backup generator would be supplied as part of the project.  He then entered 

the file into the record. 

 Chairman White opened the floor to public comments. 

Mr. Harold Timmons, representing Tower Engineering Professionals, asked for questions. 

Chairman White asked if the tower would fill existing gaps in coverage.  Mr. Timmons replied that 

it would boost the service of an underserved area and improve surrounding areas as well.  He added that 

backup generators were being provided on all towers, but he clarified that the carriers needed to provide 

their own backup generators as well for their own systems that were co-located on the towers. 

Brief discussion ensued on backup generators and that most towers should now have them 

included in their plans. 

Commissioner Land noted that cell phone service in and around Live Oak was out for three of four 

days after Hurricane Idalia, and he did not want a repeat in case of another disaster.  He recommended 

amending the Land Development Regulations (LDRs) to require backup generators for co-locators on 

communications towers. 

Discussion continued on backup generators. 

There being no further comments, Chairman White closed the floor to public comments. 

Commissioner Land noted that there were still several areas that had no or poor cell phone 

service.  Mr. Timmons asked that Board members let Mr. Meeks know where those locations were, and 

he would try to find appropriate locations to add towers. 
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 Commissioner Hale moved to approve Special Permit Request No. SP-23-10-01 by Tower 

Engineering Professionals, authorized agent for Glenda Sanford, to be granted a special permit under 

Section 14.11 of the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations for an essential service (199-foot 

monopole communications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned A-1.  Commissioner 

Land seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Resolution No. 2024-08) 

 Commissioner Land returned to a discussion of amending the LDRs to require backup generators 

for communications towers. 

 Mr. Meeks stated that the process should be rather simple, just adding some language requiring 

backup generators.  He also noted that carriers routinely upgraded tower electrical equipment, and that 

would be a good time to have them add the backup generators as well since those requests did not come 

before the County Commission.  Mr. Meeks also noted that the County routinely required the option to 

co-locate on towers, and it might be better just to add it to the LDRs as a requirement. 

 By consensus, the Board agreed to have Mr. Meeks and County Attorney Morrison work on 

language to amend LDRs to require backup generators. 

CONSITUTIONAL OFFICERS ITEMS: 

 There were none. 

 
STAFF ITEMS: 

 Mr. Jason Furry, Parks and Recreation Director, noted the upcoming rodeo at the Coliseum and 

that he would soon bring a permanent agreement back to the Board for recreational services between 

the County and the Town of Branford. 
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PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 The tenth item on the agenda was to have a presentation of Visit Suwannee’s new video. 

 Economic Development Director Jimmy Norris and Marketing Coordinator Charissa Setzer 

discussed the new Visit Suwannee video, funded by Visit Florida, and then presented it to the County 

Commission and public. 

 The Board thanked Mr. Norris and Mrs. Setzer for their hard work with tourism and economic 

development. 

COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 

 Chairman White noted that soil borings taken at the property adjoining the Branford mine had 

not turned up favorable, so the Hatch family was looking at more of their adjoining property for use to 

extend the County’s mine. 

COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 

County Attorney Morrison stated that there was a piece of property deeded to the County in the 

Suwannee River Estates subdivision in the 1960s that had been put up for sale, but there had been an 

issue with the title because the block number had been left off the deed.  He noted that Mrs. Dana Hill’s 

office was working on fixing the deed, but all the members of the LLC were now deceased.  County 

Attorney Morrison stated that the Board would need to file a lawsuit against the nonexistent LLC to have 

a receiver appointed to correct the deed.  There would be some cost associated with the lawsuit, including 

a $900 filing fee.  The County Attorney in Columbia County had agreed to help with the process. 

Commissioner Land asked for the process for filing.  County Attorney Morrison replied that the 

process would take between two and five months, but there were several events involved. 



Book 72, Page ?? 
October 17, 2023 

Regular Board Meeting 
Judicial Annex 

Live Oak, Florida 
 
 

374 

Commissioner Land moved to approve having the County Attorney pursue clearing a title on a 

Suwannee River Estates lot.  Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

The eleventh item on the agenda was to set the meeting date, time, and location to extend the 

Local State of Emergency. 

Discussion was held on various dates and times, and County Administrator Scott suggested 

holding the meeting on Monday, October 23, at 8 a.m. at the Airport.  He added that there were some 

other items that would also be discussed at the meeting, including some public works projects and 

engineering work. 

By consensus, the Board agreed to hold a meeting to extend the Local State of Emergency at 

8:00 a.m. on Monday, October 23 at the Airport. 

County Administrator Scott noted that this would probably be the last State of Emergency that 

would be extended in relation to Hurricane Idalia. 

The twelfth item on the agenda was Additional Agenda Items. 

There were none. 

The thirteenth item on the agenda was public concerns and comments. 

Mr. Clepper thanked the Board for pulling agenda item number eight, as he took issue with the 

Volvo vehicle proposed.  He then discussed various options for vehicles if the Board chose later to proceed 

with purchasing or leasing in the future.  Mr. Clepper suggested hiring an inventory clerk to find better 

deals for the County, thus saving money in the long run. 
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Mr. Ruben Crespo, Live Oak, stated that he had moved to Suwannee County from Brooklyn, New 

York, and he was appreciative of how nice the citizens were and how the area loved freedom.  He also 

noted that a Love’s Truck Stop was being built across from his property and wondered how to fight it. 

The fourteenth item on the agenda was Administrator’s comments and information. 

County Administrator Scott stated that he had held a meeting with the Department of 

Transportation the previous day that had gone well.  Staff would be visiting the old Jehovah’s Witness 

Church north of Live Oak the following day for the possibility of buying it for use as a fire station.  He asked 

for approval to advertise for an RFP for fence repair caused by Hurricane Idalia. 

Commissioner Land moved to advertise for an RFP for fence repairs caused by Hurricane Idalia.  

Commissioner Mobley seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

County Administrator Scott also discussed limbs and trees that were damaged from Hurricane 

Idalia and asked to advertise for either an RFP or bid for limb removal before someone was hurt. 

Commissioner Perkins moved to advertise for an RFP for limb removal on County properties.  

Commissioner Mobley seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

County Administrator Scott stated that the springs needed to be cleared of debris caused by 

Hurricane Idalia, and the Natural Resources Conservation Service through the USDA had offered to 

perform the work with a 20% match that could be reimbursable. 

Commissioner Perkins moved to allow the Natural Resources Conservation Service through the 

USDA to clear debris in springs and other related waterways.  Commissioner Hale seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

County Administrator Scott discussed the hundreds of thousands of cubic yards of debris that had 

been removed by the State due to Hurricane Idalia, and after questioning, he believed the work to be 
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about halfway complete.  The cost to the County, if the County had been forced to provide the work, 

would have been in the millions. 

Discussion ensued on debris removal within the County and that the project would take another 

couple of months, at best. 

The fifteenth item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments. 

Commissioner Hale noted the Business of the Year banquet held recently by the Chamber of 

Commerce, and thanked the community for their work and support, especially after the devastation 

caused by Hurricane Idalia. 

Commissioner Hale moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 6:43 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:  

___________________________, DC  _______________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER  FRANKLIN WHITE, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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8:00 a.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for special 

called meeting and the following were present: Chairman Franklin White; Commissioner Maurice Perkins; 

Commissioner Travis Land; and Commissioner Leo Mobley.  Commissioner Don Hale was not present.  

Deputy Clerks Eric Musgrove and Logan Woods; County Administrator Greg Scott; and County Attorney 

Adam Morrison were also present. 

Chairman White called the meeting to order at 8:03 a.m. 

The first item on the agenda was renewal of a resolution declaring a Local State of Emergency 

due to Hurricane Idalia. 

Commissioner Land moved to renew a resolution declaring a Local State of Emergency due to 

Hurricane Idalia.  Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0).  

(Resolution No. 2023-35-10) 

The second item on the agenda was to approve a Change Order with Curt’s Construction adding 

a 3’ x 4’ inlet at the intersection of Wideman Street and Jenkins, correct manhole adjustment unit price, 

and account for rounding of significant digits.  Budget impact:  an increase of $4,599.99, paid by FDOT. 

Commissioner Land moved to approve a Change Order with Curt’s Construction adding a 3’ x 4’ 

inlet at the intersection of Wideman Street and Jenkins, correct manhole adjustment unit price, and 

account for rounding of significant digits.  Budget impact:  an increase of $4,599.99, paid by FDOT.  

Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0).  (Agreement No. 2022-118-

03) 

The third item on the agenda was approval of Pay Applications 2 and 3 from Curt’s Construction 

for work associated with road reconstruction of Wideman Street and authorization for Finance to release 

the check.  Budget impact:  funded by FDOT. 
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Commissioner Perkins moved to approve Pay Applications 2 and 3 from Curt’s Construction for 

work associated with road reconstruction of Wideman Street and authorization for Finance to release 

the check.  Budget impact:  funded by FDOT.  Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously (4-0). 

The fourth item on the agenda was approval of Pay Applications 3 and 4 from Curt’s Construction 

for work associated with road reconstruction on Carter Avenue and authorization for the Finance 

Department to release the check.  Budget impact:  funded by FDOT. 

Commissioner Perkins moved to approve Pay Applications 3 and 4 from Curt’s Construction for 

work associated with road reconstruction on Carter Avenue and authorization for the Finance 

Department to release the check.  Budget impact:  funded by FDOT.  Commissioner Mobley seconded, 

and the motion carried unanimously (4-0). 

The fifth item on the agenda was to award Bid 2023-17 and authorize the Chairman to execute a 

contract with Music Construction, Inc. for the paving of 80th Terrace and 139th Drive.  Budget impact:  

funded by FDOT. 

Commissioner Mobley discussed change orders. 

County Administrator Scott did not expect any change orders on this project. 

Mrs. Brenda Flanagan, County Project Manager, explained that many recent change orders were 

due to drainage issues that had popped up during the work, and were entirely unexpected. 

Commissioner Land moved to award Bid 2023-17 and authorize the Chairman to execute a 

contract with Music Construction, Inc. for the paving of 80th Terrace and 139th Drive.  Budget impact:  

funded by FDOT.  Commissioner Mobley seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0).  

(Agreement No. 2024-08) 
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The sixth item on the agenda was approval of a Task Order with Locklear & Associates for 

Construction Engineering Services associated with the reconstruction of 80th Street and 139th Drive.  

Budget impact:  funded from the Road Department Professional Services line. 

County Administrator Scott stated that the County had changed its Construction Engineering and 

Inspection (CEI) method and the proposed company would work below the usual fee of 5-7% of the entire 

project cost. 

Some discussion ensued on CEI. 

Commissioner Land moved to approve a Task Order with Locklear & Associates for Construction 

Engineering Services associated with the reconstruction of 80th Street and 139th Drive.  Budget impact:  

funded from the Road Department Professional Services line.  Commissioner Mobley seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously (4-0).  (Agreement No. 2024-09) 

County Administrator Scott discussed the potential fire station building previously owned by the 

Jehovah’s Witnesses religious group on US 129 North.  He noted that the asking price was $695,000 but 

believed the number was too high. 

Public Safety Director Eddie Hand suggested offering $450,000 for the property, which would be 

much less than the estimated cost for a new station.  He added that even with renovations and some 

structure additions, the total estimated cost of $1.5 million was still well below the more than $2 million 

estimated cost for a completely new building. 

Some discussion ensued on the specific renovations required to bring up the building to current 

codes and Fire Rescue requirements. 

County Administrator Scott clarified that the Board did not have to act today and discussed a 

needed appraisal. 

Discussion continued on the building. 
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Commissioner Land suggested making an offer contingent upon a favorable appraisal, good for 

60 days.  He was hesitant to make a decision without Commissioner Hale, in whose district the building 

lay.  County Administrator Scott replied that he had spoken with Commissioner Hale after County staff 

had inspected the building, and he was favorable to its acquisition. 

An issue was brought up concerning the property lines, especially since it appeared that part of 

the paved driveway was on an easement to a “flag lot” behind the property. 

County Attorney Morrison suggested the wording of the motion. 

Commissioner Land moved to authorize the County Administrator to negotiate for the former 

Jehovah’s Witness property on US 129 North for up to $500,000, subject to a 60-day feasibility study to 

address concerns brought forth by the Board, appropriate survey, and appraisal.  Commissioner Mobley 

seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0). 

County Administrator Scott noted an upcoming special session of the Legislature in Tallahassee.  

He also discussed Project Summit, chip seal projects done for now, paving projects being scheduled, the 

restarting of mowing cycles, and an issue with a property owner who believed part of a road was her 

personal property and in which law enforcement may have to become involved. 

County Attorney Morrison clarified that according to the Florida Statutes, if a county maintains a 

road for four or more years, it becomes a public right-of-way, and a private individual interfering with 

operations on it would be illegal. 

Discussion ensued on tree trimming by State contractors. 

Mrs. Betty Lawrence, Director of Libraries, requested that the Library System be closed December 

1 for a professional development day. 

The Board agreed by consensus to allow the Library System to close on December 1 for a 

professional development day. 
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County Administrator Scott apologized for the number of items on the agenda but noted that they 

were time-sensitive matters that needed to be addressed before the next regular meeting. 

Chairman White noted that per his discussion at the previous County Commission meeting, he 

would need to have additional borings drilled on an additional piece of property for potential expansion 

of the County mine in Branford. 

County Administrator Scott reminded the Board that it was time to renew his contract with them, 

and if there were any changes, to let him know. 

Mr. Wayne Hannaka expressed concerns with large charge orders for projects. 

Discussion ensued on change orders. 

Mr. Jimmy Norris, Economic Development Director, provided new redistricting maps to the 

County Commission. 

Commissioner Perkins further discussed the old Jehovah’s Witnesses property on US 129 North. 

Discussion ensued on the building and the need for a feasibility study. 

Commissioner Land moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously (4-0). 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:42 a.m. 

 

ATTEST:  

___________________________, DC  _______________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER  FRANKLIN WHITE, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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8:30 a.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for special 

called meeting and the following were present: Chairman Franklin White; Commissioner Don Hale; 

Commissioner Maurice Perkins; and Commissioner Travis Land.  Commissioner Leo Mobley was not 

present.  Deputy Clerks Eric Musgrove and Logan Woods were also present. 

Chairman White called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m. 

The first item on the agenda was renewal of a resolution declaring a Local State of Emergency 

due to Hurricane Idalia. 

Commissioner Perkins moved to renew a resolution declaring a Local State of Emergency due 

to Hurricane Idalia.  Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0).  

(Resolution No. 2023-35-11) 

Brief discussion ensued on hurricane-related debris on 86th Street. 

Commissioner Hale moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Land seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously (4-0). 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:38 a.m. 

 

ATTEST:  

___________________________, DC  _______________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER  FRANKLIN WHITE, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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CHAIRMAN CALLS FOR  
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1. _________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. _________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 



PUBLIC CONCERNS AND COMMENTS 
 

 



ADMINISTRATOR’S COMMENTS AND 
INFORMATION 

 
 



BOARD MEMBERS’ INQUIRIES, REQUESTS, 
AND COMMENTS 
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