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SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
LIVE OAK CITY HALL 
101 WHITE AVENUE SOUTHWEST 
LIVE OAK, FLORIDA  32064 
 
TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR MAY 7, 2024, AT 5:30 P.M. 
 
Invocation 
Pledge to American Flag 
 
ATTENTION: 
  
• The Board may add additional items to this agenda. 
• Affirmative action on any item includes authorization of the Chairman’s or designee’s 

signature on all associated documents. 
• Individual speakers from the audience will be allowed three (3) minutes to speak 

following recognition by the Chairman and must speak from the podium. Speakers 
may only make one (1) trip to the podium to address concerns regarding all items on 
the consent agenda. (Filling out of Comment Card required, and forward to Chairman 
or County Administrator.)                                        

• Groups or factions representing a position on a proposition or issue are required to 
select a single representative or spokesperson. The designated representative will be 
allowed to speak for seven (7) minutes following recognition by the Chairman and 
must speak from the podium. Speakers may only make one (1) trip to the podium to 
address concerns regarding all items on the agenda. (Filling out of Comment Card 
required, and forward to the Chairman or County Administrator.)                             

• For general updates or questions regarding County business, contact the County 
Administrator during regular business hours at (386) 364-3400.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

1. April 16, 2024 – Regular Meeting 
 
 
PUBLIC CONCERNS AND COMMENTS:  
 
 
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS: 
 

2. Presentation of Florida Blue ProShare. (Tyson Johnson and J.D. Curls, Gallagher 
Insurance) 

 
3. Presentation of new video for Suwannee County Economic Development. 

(Jimmy Norris, Economic Development Director, Charissa Setzer, Marketing 
Coordinator) 
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CONSENT: 
 

4. Approval of payment of processed invoices. 
 

5. Adoption of Resolution proclaiming May 25, 2024, as “Family Abduction 
Awareness Day.” 

 
6. Approval of destruction of County Records that have met their retention period as 

required in Section 28.31 of the Florida Statutes, Disposition Request Number 
25B. 

 
7. Approval of an agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation in the 

amount of $6,800,000 for Construction and the Construction Engineering and 
inspection of the widening/resurfacing of existing lanes on CR49 from CR252 to 
US90 and adoption of an enabling resolution. 

 
8. Approval of Supplemental Agreement No. 1 with the Florida Department of 

Transportation (FPN 438221-1-54-01 & 54-02) to add additional funds in the 
amount of $352,769 for construction, construction engineering, and inspection for 
the resurfacing of 76th Street from US90 to River Road and the adoption of an 
enabling Resolution. 

 
9. Approval of modification to Assignment and Assumption Agreement and 

Conditional License Agreement with APTIM and Spirit of the Suwannee  
 

10. Approval of and authorization of the Chairman to execute the agreement with OTM 
Cyber for Cybersecurity for a three-year term.  Budget impact: $15,060 per year to 
be paid with special disbursement from the Florida Emergency Communications 
Board.  

 
11. Approval of Supplemental Agreement with North Florida Professional Services, 

Inc. for architectural/engineering services for the redesign of the Multi-Purpose 
Building for the CDBG-CV Grant. Budget impact: $15,000 to be paid from the 
grant. 

 
12. Acceptance of the E911 System Yearly Maintenance Service Grant in the amount 

of $73,826.88, including the Chairman’s signature and consent to process invoices 
totaling the same. 

 
13. Authorization to separate Clerk of Court and Board of County Commissioners 

employees when reporting to the Florida Department of Management Services, 
Division of Retirement, effective May 1, 2024.  

 
14. Authorization to advertise for Request for Qualifications for Airport Engineering 

Consultant. 
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15. Award Bid 2024-05 to the highest responsive bidder, Big Bend Timber Services, 

LLC, for harvesting/timber sale on Parcel 34-01S-12E-09799-001000; bids were 
opened on April 2, 2024. 

 
16. Award Bid 2024-04 to the lowest responsive bidder, Adam Boyd Bobcat Services, 

Inc. for clearing and grubbing; bids were opened on April 2, 2024. Budget impact: 
$180,000 to be funded from 001-1110-511-6300-01. 

 
17. Reappointment of Jeff Lee and Matthew Pennington to the Live Oak, Suwannee 

County Recreation Board for their respective four-year terms.  
 
 
TIME-SPECIFIC ITEMS:  
 

18. At 5:35 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public 
hearing to consider Special Permit Request No. SP-24-04-01 by Gabriel La Rosa 
and Ana Fernandez to be granted a special permit under Section 14.6 of the 
Suwannee County Land Development Regulations for Intensive Agriculture to 
construct (10) poultry houses on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1) (Ron Meeks, 
Development Services Director) “PETITION WITHDRAWN” 

 
19. At 5:35 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public 

hearing to consider Special Permit Request No. SP-24-04-02 by Inalvis 
Hernandez to be granted a special permit under Section 14.6 of the Suwannee 
County Land Development Regulations for Intensive Agriculture to construct (8) 
poultry houses on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1) (Ron Meeks, Development 
Services Director) “PETITION WITHDRAWN” 

 
 
CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS ITEMS:   
 
 
STAFF ITEMS: 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 
 
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 
 
 
CONSULTANT ITEMS: 
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GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 

20. Discuss, with possible Board action, litter pick-up. (Greg Scott, County 
Administrator) 

 
21. Additional Agenda Items. The Chairman calls for additional items.   

 
22. Administrator’s comments and information. 

 
23. Board Members Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.  
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5:30 p.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a 

regular meeting and the following were present: Chairman Travis Land and Commissioner Don Hale; 

Commissioner Maurice Perkins; Commissioner Leo Mobley; and Commissioner Franklin White. Clerk 

Finance Director Keith Gentry; Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerk; Greg Scott, County Administrator; and Adam 

Morrison, County Attorney, were also present. 

Chairman Land called the meeting to order at 5:31 p.m. and asked Commissioner Perkins to lead 

the invocation and Commissioner Mobley to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States 

of America. 

MINUTES: 

 The first item on the agenda was to approve the minutes of the April 2, 2024 regular meeting and 

April 4, 2024 RFQ 2024-03 Bid Tabulation meeting. 

 Commissioner White moved to approve the minutes of the April 2, 2024 Regular meeting and 

the April 4, 2024 RFQ 2024-03 Bid Tabulation meeting.  Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the motion 

carried unanimously. 

PUBLIC CONCERNS AND COMMENTS: 

 Chairman Land stated that in order to speed along the meeting and discuss regular matters first, 

he would move all RV park-related public comments to agenda item seventeen; however, if there were 

those of the public wishing to comment about other matters, they could do so now. 

 Mr. Keith Broaders, 201 Ranchero Street SW, noted that he would be teaching another class on 

the Constitution due to the overreach of the Federal government. 
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 Mr. Jesse Monroe, 2552 282nd Terrace, Branford, expressed health concerns about smart meters 

placed on homes by Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative as well as the dangers of cell phones and 

wireless connections.  He then submitted handouts and discussed numerous health issues with such 

connections.  He made recommendations on how to handle the situation. 

 Ms. Ana Van Der Berg (aka Gamboa), 22152 County Road 250, was concerned with the number 

of drones flying around and over her house and invading per privacy.  She believed that various County 

departments were the cause of it. 

 It being after 5:25 p.m., Chairman Land moved to Time Specific Items. 

TIME-SPECIFIC ITEMS: 

 The eleventh item on the agenda was at 5:35 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be 

heard, to hold a public hearing to consider Special Permit Request No. SP-24-04-01 by Gabriel La Rosa and 

Ana Fernandez to be granted a special permit under Section 14.6 of the Suwannee County Land 

Development Regulations for Intensive Agriculture to construct (10) poultry houses on property zoned 

Agriculture-1 (A-1). 

 Chairman Land opened the public hearings and noted some legal issues. 

 County Attorney Morrison asked for time to further investigate the procedures for approving this 

permit and the following one, as there were some questions as to jurisdiction and the right to farm. 

 Chairman Land agreed to hold the public hearings on May 7th. 

 Commissioner Perkins moved to continue the public hearings regarding intensive agriculture 

until the next regular meeting on May 7th.  Commissioner Mobley seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously. 
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 The twelfth item on the agenda was at 5:35 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be 

heard, to hold a public hearing to consider Special Permit Request No. SP-24-04-02 by Inalvis Hernandez 

to be granted a special permit under Section 14.6 of the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations 

for Intensive Agriculture to construct (8) poultry houses on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1). 

 This item was postponed until May 7. 

The thirteenth item on the agenda was at 5:35 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be 

heard, to hold the second of two public hearings to consider the adoption of an ordinance for LDR 24-01, 

an application by the Board of County Commissioners to amend Section 14.11 of the Land Development 

Regulations by adding Section 14.11(b)(11) All tower construction must provide a generator for backup 

power for a minimum for 48 hours. Co-location of an existing tower must be connected to the generator 

onsite or provide their own generator to serve their equipment for the same 48-hour minimum. 

Chairman Land opened the public hearing. 

County Attorney Morrison swore in those wishing to speak. 

Director Meeks noted that the change in Land Development Regulations was recommended 

because of extended cell phone outages after Hurricane Idalia.  This was the second public hearing on the 

matter, and he recommended approval. 

Chairman Land opened the floor to public comments.  There being none, the floor was closed to 

public comments. 

Commissioner White moved to approve an ordinance for LDR 24-01, an application by the Board 

of County Commissioners to amend Section 14.11 of the Land Development Regulations by adding 

Section 14.11(b)(11) All tower construction must provide a generator for backup power for a minimum 

for 48 hours. Co-location of an existing tower must be connected to the generator onsite or provide 
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their own generator to serve their equipment for the same 48-hour minimum.  Commissioner Perkins 

seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Ordinance No. 2024-06) 

CONSENT: 

The second item on the agenda was to approve payment of $3,633,108.67 in processed invoices. 

The third item on the agenda was approval of Public Transportation Grant Agreement (PTGA) 

#446665-3 with the Florida Department of Transportation for the Design and Rehabilitation of the Airport 

Entrance Road and Expansion of the FBO Parking Lot at the Suwannee County Airport, to approve the 

required resolution, and to authorize staff to sign all related documents.  (Agreement No. 2024-56 and 

Resolution No. 2024-31) 

The fourth item on the agenda was approval of Public Transportation Grant Agreement (PTGA) 

#446665-4 with the Florida Department of Transportation for the Fuel Tank Inventory Monitoring System 

Upgrade to the Fuel Farm at the Suwannee County Airport, to approve the required resolution, and to 

authorize staff to sign all related documents.  (Agreement No. 2024-57 and Resolution No. 2024-32) 

The fifth item on the agenda was approval of Public Transportation Grant Agreement (PTGA) 

#446665-5 with the Florida Department of Transportation for the Purchase of Airfield Equipment at the 

Suwannee County Airport, to approve the required resolution, and to authorize staff to sign all related 

documents.  (Agreement No. 2024-58 and Resolution No. 2024-33) 

The sixth item on the agenda was approval of a Statewide Mutual Aid Agreement – 2023 (SMAA) 

with the Florida Division of Emergency Management.  (Agreement No. 2024-59)  

The seventh item on the agenda was approval of Change Order No. 1 with Music Construction 

for modifications in plans to meet site conditions for the 80th Terrace and 139th Drive road reconstruction. 
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Budget impact: decrease in the amount of $18,679.32. Project funded by FDOT.  (Agreement No. 2024-

08-01) 

The eighth item on the agenda was authorization to advertise a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 

for Construction Engineering and Inspection (CEI) for the Catalyst Watermain Extension. 

The nineth item on the agenda was to declare Air Burners a sole source provider and authorize 

purchase of a trench burner in the amount of $62,069 from the Solid Waste Department. Budgeted item. 

The tenth item on the agenda was award of RFP 2024-06 to RDK Truck Sales to lease three (3) 

front-load garbage trucks for the Solid Waste Department. Budgeted items.  (Agreement No. 2024-60)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Commissioner Perkins moved to approve consent items 2-10.  Commissioner Mobley seconded, 

and the motion carried unanimously. 

TIME-SPECIFIC ITEMS: 

 The eleventh item on the agenda was at 5:35 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be 

heard, to hold a public hearing to consider Special Permit Request No. SP-24-04-01 by Gabriel La Rosa and 

Ana Fernandez to be granted a special permit under Section 14.6 of the Suwannee County Land 

Development Regulations for Intensive Agriculture to construct (10) poultry houses on property zoned 

Agriculture-1 (A-1). 

 This item was discussed before the consent agenda. 

The twelfth item on the agenda was at 5:35 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be 

heard, to hold a public hearing to consider Special Permit Request No. SP-24-04-02 by Inalvis Hernandez 

to be granted a special permit under Section 14.6 of the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations 

for Intensive Agriculture to construct (8) poultry houses on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1). 

This item was discussed prior to the consent agenda. 
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The thirteenth item on the agenda was at 5:35 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be 

heard, to hold the second of two public hearings to consider the adoption of an ordinance for LDR 24-01, 

an application by the Board of County Commissioners to amend Section 14.11 of the Land Development 

Regulations by adding Section 14.11(b)(11) All tower construction must provide a generator for backup 

power for a minimum for 48 hours. Co-location of an existing tower must be connected to the generator 

onsite or provide their own generator to serve their equipment for the same 48-hour minimum. 

This item was discussed prior to the consent agenda. 

CONSITUTIONAL OFFICERS ITEMS: 

 There were none. 

 
STAFF ITEMS: 

There were none. 

COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 

 Commissioner Perkins asked Ms. Chenelle Harris to speak about her agency. 

 Ms. Harris, Sincere Care Center, 625 East Tennessee Street, Tallahassee, discussed her company, 

which handled comprehensive care for women, including birthing, and hoped to expand into Suwannee 

County in the near future. 

 After questioning, Ms. Harris replied that her company did not provide abortions or terminations 

of pregnancies. 

 Brief discussion ensued on what Sincere Care Center provided to the community. 

COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 

There were none. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS: 

The fourteenth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, a Conservation 

Technician position. 

Mr. Garrett McCray, Program Administrator, stated that the Soil and Water Conservation District 

worked with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) to provide services to 

farmers.  As part of this work, it had been determined that there was a discrepancy between employees’ 

salaries in various districts.  Mr. McCray noted that there had been two employees working with the local 

Soil and Water Conservation District, but one had unexpectedly passed away and had not yet been 

replaced.  The requested salary increase was 100% reimbursed by FDACS and would be retroactively 

effective to December 25, 2023. 

Mr. Barton Wilder, FDACS, thanked the County for being in partnership with his agency.  He noted 

that the salary increase was to help with the retention of employees. 

Commissioner Mobley moved to approve an increase in salary for a Conservation Technician 

position to bring it in line with other related positions statewide, retroactively effective December 25, 

2023, with the increase to be paid for by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.  

Commissioner White seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

The fifteenth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, final plat approval 

of Broken Pines Subdivision. 

Director Meeks discussed the subdivision, noting that as a minor subdivision, only one meeting 

for approval was needed.  The property was located on 169th Road (Rocky Sink Road) located in Section 

27, Township 2 South, and Range 12 East and the two lots were each 5.01 acres in size.  He stated that 

this was part of a parent parcel that required further divisions to be in platted subdivisions. 
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Commissioner White moved to approve the final plat of Broken Pines Subdivision. 

Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

The sixteenth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, the appointment of 

two members to the North Florida Water Utility Authority. 

County Attorney Morrison stated that there was a necessary amendment to the interlocal 

agreement for the North Florida Water Utility Authority since Hamilton County had dropped out of the 

agreement and Columbia County had several changes to the wording.  The amendment allowed counties 

(including Hamilton) to join when they desired.  He asked that the Board execute the amended agreement. 

Commissioner Perkins moved to approve an agreement with Columbia County to establish the 

North Florida Water Utility Authority.  Commissioner White seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously.  (Agreement No. 2024-61) 

County Administrator Scott stated that the Board needed to appoint two members to the Utility 

Board and that Columbia County would do the same.  The combined Authority would appoint a fifth 

member. 

Chairman Land recommended that Commissioner White be appointed since he had been 

instrumental in creating the Authority. 

Brief discussion ensued on possible members. 

Commissioner White moved to appoint Commissioners White and Mobley to the North Florida 

Water Utility Authority.  Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

The seventeenth item on the agenda was to discuss RV parks. 

Chairman Land stated that he had no idea that the citizens of his district did not know about the 

RV park that was proposed and then approved in a previous meeting.  He apologized to his constituents, 

adding that the Board could not undo the decision. 
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County Attorney Morrison delivered a background on civics and government as it related to the 

County Commission.  He stated that the Board could not undo the decision it had made in its quasi-judicial 

capacity, such as when a special permit was heard, although it could do so on rules (ordinances, etc.) and 

other non-judicial actions.  In special permit hearings, the County Commission was seen as a type of 

court/judge, and therefore they could not rehear their own decision.  Appeals could be made to a higher 

court.  As a bedrock rule of American government, a judge could not reconsider their decision.  The same 

application was made for the County Commission when they were sitting as a quasi-judicial body for items 

such as special hearings, and they could not legally rehear an issue.  County Attorney Morrison stated that 

the Board had met the legal criteria for holding the special hearing, and even if the County had not done 

so, there was an avenue for relief through the courts, not through rehearing by the County Commission.  

He stated that according to the Florida Constitution and applicable statutes, the Board could not rehear 

the special permit hearing on the RV park in Dowling Park, and to do so would violate their oath to uphold 

the Constitution and laws of the land.  County Attorney Morrison reiterated that if the Board were to 

rehear the RV park, they would be breaking the law, and he could discuss the penalties to the individual 

Board members if they so desired.  He added that he had spoken with attorneys from the Florida 

Association of Counties, and he had been given the same answer.  The only mechanism to appeal what 

the Board had done regarding the RV park was to appeal to the courts. 

After questioning, County Attorney Morrison stated that if the Board decided to rehear the RV 

park hearing, they could be sued by the applicant and would be forced to approve it anyway, they would 

lose their individual immunity when elected officials acted in wanton disregard to human or property 

rights and would personally be sued, and lastly, it would be considered a civil rights issue and cost the 

County attorneys’ fees. 
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Chairman Land asked what the appeal process would be.  County Attorney Morrison replied that 

the Florida Statutes gave a method of appealing the decision of the County Commission and 

recommended that concerned citizens review them. 

Chairman Land clarified that special permit signage in the future would be larger and brighter as 

well as additional signs placed on all adjoining roads, not just one. 

County Attorney Morrison added that the County website would be updated to follow current 

Statutes and policies. 

Mr. Brian Metzger, 11054 225th Road, responded to County Attorney Morrison’s memorandum 

regarding the RV park at Dowling Park.  His belief was that the County had already broken its rules since 

there was an RV park near Dowling Park at the Advent Christian Village (Tresca Park) that he was allowed 

to use when asked.  Mr. Metzger noted that the Florida Statutes disagreed with the County’s definition of 

an RV park and that it must be enforced.  He noted that according to the County’s LDRs, an RV park must 

not be a detriment to the surrounding citizens and must not negatively affect their property values.  Mr. 

Metzger asked if Commissioner Land had contacted the citizens around the RV park property before the 

hearing.  Commissioner Land that he had not personally contacted any, as far as he had been able to 

determine from speaking with current and former commissioners, neither had any other commissioners 

for any other special permit they had heard. 

 Mrs. Nancy Metzger, 11054 225th Road, discussed the zoning change at CR 250 and 225th Road 

(RV park).  She was concerned about the County’s inability to properly communicate instructions to the 

public, since the County’s website had outdated information. 

 Mr. Marc Kippur, 22182 CR 250, discussed the RV park in Dowling Park.  He stated that he had a 

Master’s degree in Public Administration and had not seen environmental, traffic, garbage, and policing 
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impact studies for the RV park.  Mr. Kippur was concerned that the Board had not done their due diligence.  

Mr. Kippur asked what the timeline was to appeal the Board’s decision. 

 County Attorney Morrison replied that he could not give an answer to Mr. Kippur since the issue 

could adversely affect the Board, his client. 

 Mr. Kippur continued to express his concerns about the RV Park. 

 Chairman Land clarified that the environmental, garbage, etc. permits would be approved through 

the Department of Health now that the initial site application had been approved by the Board.  A traffic 

study was done prior to approval of the application by the Board. 

 Mr. Bobby Grantham, living off 225th Street, discussed the RV Park at Dowling Park.  He stated 

that he was from South Florida and had moved to Suwannee County to have a quiet homeplace after 

many years as a superyacht captain.  He did not wish to live by an RV park and did not know how Dowling 

Park’s stores could handle the increased traffic. 

 Mr. William Rego, 22177 Lancaster Road, discussed the Dowling Park RV park.  He was concerned 

with semi-trucks and campers using the local roads at a high rate of speed. 

 Chairman Land stated that the Department of Transportation would be doing work on CR 250 

starting in 2025. 

 Mr. Rego clarified that CR 250 would be even more crowded with an RV park being built. 

Ms. Ana Van Der Berg (aka Gamboa), 22152 County Road 250, discussed the RV park at Dowling 

Park, stating that her property was right behind it.  She discussed an appeal timeline and asked for copies 

of any documents the County Attorney or Board had on appealing to the courts.  Mrs. Camboa stated that 

she would sue the County Commissioners as a group and individually and had won her last pro se case. 

Mr. Shaunn Hembree, 22919 128th Path, discussed the RV park at Dowling Park.  He suggested 

that the Board do their research on the LDRs and noted that the Board was looking at a class action 
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lawsuit.  Mr. Hembree noted that he grew up in a trailer park in another county and mentioned the various 

negative consequences of living in such a place.  He then read Scripture talking about taking bribes. 

Commissioner White asked if Mr. Hembree was accusing the Board of taking bribes, because the 

Board had not done so.  Mr. Hembree asked if Commissioner White felt guilty about his decision.  

Commissioner White emphatically replied that he did not. 

Mr. Hembree discussed signage and how the RV park would affect properties in the area. 

Chairman Land noted for the record that he lived down the road from the RV park. 

Mr. Dennis Martin, 4240 River Road, stated that it appeared the Board’s hands were tied since 

their attorney had made his recommendation based upon the law.  Mr. Martin stated that the Board must 

follow the LDRs, and they had not done so in the case of the Dowling Park RV park.  Mr. Martin asked 

about labeling the signs. 

Chairman Land clarified that the County was changing the color and format of its future signs 

based upon citizen complaints regarding this RV park. 

Mr. Martin talked about previous lawsuits involving the County and land development, one of 

which involved the lack of receipt of a letter notifying adjoining property owners.  He explained that in 

that case, the property owners who had already constructed an ATV park lost their case and had to cease 

operations, costing them a lot of money.  Mr. Martin suggested that the RV park owners (Russell and Vicky 

Music DePratter) look at placing the RV park on another of their properties.  He was concerned that the 

Board would allow a large RV development but not allow individuals to place RVs on their own property. 

Chairman Land clarified that the purpose behind not allowing RVs on personal property without 

permits was because of those who were skirting the law or dumping septic waste onto the yard. 

Mr. Philip Knowles, 22719 128th Street, believed the County Attorney should answer the public’s 

questions as they paid his salary.  He also wished that the Board would inform the public of its meetings. 
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Chairman Land clarified that the agenda was available online to the public, was advertised, and 

hundreds of people were emailed the agenda; he suggested that Mr. Knowles contact the County Offices 

to have his name added to the email list. 

Commissioner Hale stated that there was no way the County could provide paper agendas to all 

the citizens of the community.  However, perhaps the County could have a subscription link on its website. 

Mr. Knowles was concerned that RV applicants had to wait for garbage, sewage, and other types 

of permits until after the initial permit was approved by the County Commission. 

Discussion ensued on possibly having an agenda subscription in the yearly tax bills. 

Lynn Parker, 22346 120th Street, stated that personally attacking the County Commissioners was 

getting nowhere.  She stated that she would be starting a Facebook site for those opposed to the Dowling 

Park RV park to address moving forward with their judicial options. 

Mrs. Janet Donalds, 114327 225th Road, thanked the Board for listening to the constituents at the 

previous and current meetings but that she and others would be suing about the RV park in Dowling Park.  

She suggested that Suwannee County begin advertising in the Riverbend News, not the Lake City Reporter, 

since many local citizens did not receive the Lake City Reporter.  Mrs. Donalds suggested more checks and 

balances for Planning and Zoning, as that department had cost the County several times. 

Mr. Rego asked if the Board could send letters to all adjoining owners.  Chairman Land replied 

that this was the lawsuit Mr. Martin had discussed, and the County had gone above and beyond the 

Statutes by sending the letters; this is what had led to the lawsuit in the first place and cost money. 

Mr. Moses Clepper, 14581 102nd Path, stated that it was important to attend Board meetings and 

he was sad that most of the folks only came for the RV park issue instead of regularly attending like 

himself.  He added that the commissioners were human and he had butted heads with each and every 

one of them, but there were far more important topics than the RV park that were regularly discussed 
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without much attendance by the public.  He stated that the public was part of the problem because they 

had not reached out to the County Offices in the past to get copies of Board agendas, and he had been 

surprised that no one had attended the meeting in which the RV park in Dowling Park was approved. 

Chairman Land noted that he had asked if proper advertisement had been done at the meeting 

in which the RV park had been approved before he had taken a vote, and he had been informed by County 

staff that all legal advertisements and requirements had been fulfilled. 

Mr. Brian Campbell, 12689 225th Road, stated that he had not seen legal signage about the RV 

park.  He stated that he was younger than most of those at the meeting and did not subscribe to a 

newspaper; instead, he suggested that the County look at better advertising through social media, etc. 

Mr. Knowles discussed the Florida Statutes regarding RV parks based upon his experience. 

Commissioner Hale asked the public what the go-to social media application was for them.  

Facebook was the preferred method, with Instagram also mentioned. 

Mr. Dale Parker, 22505 120th Street, stated that he had moved from Tampa to get out of high-

traffic and high-population areas.  He wondered if the RV park owners had investigated the location of RV 

park, especially because of the rural nature of the surrounding areas that included the use of manure for 

farming purposes which would create odors at the RV park. 

Mr. Austin Heebner, 11468 217th Road, asked if anyone had spoken to the DePratters about 

moving or cancelling the RV park, adding that they had also recently received approval for a bitcoin facility 

on another of their properties whose sole purpose was to make them money. 

The eighteenth item on the agenda was Additional Agenda Items. 

There were none. 

The nineteenth item on the agenda was Administrator’s comments and information. 
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County Administrator Scott updated the Board on the City’s annexation of property on Bass Road 

and a traffic study would need to be completed. 

The Board agreed by consensus to a traffic study at Bass Road and US 129 related to the City’s 

annexation of property for hundreds of housing units off Bass Road. 

Commissioner Hale suggested a joint County-City-School Board workshop to discuss the 

annexation of property into the City. 

County Administrator Scott stated that many years before, Florida Statutes had required meetings 

between the City Council, School Board, and County Commission to work out traffic flow, growth, etc. 

County Administrator Scott discussed reimbursement from FEMA regarding Hurricane Idalia and 

that his office was reviewing recommendations to improve reimbursement for future emergency events.  

He also thanked County staff for their work during a recent wind and rain event.  County Administrator 

Scott noted development at the Interstate-75 and CR 136 interchange and closing of some boat ramps 

due to the high level of the Suwannee River after recent rains. 

The twentieth item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments. 

Commissioner Perkins thanked Mr. Broader for his comments and class about the Constitution.  

He also thanked various County departments for their work after recent wind and rain damage and for 

the public who had attended the current meeting. 

Commissioner Mobley thanked everyone for attending the meeting and apologized to the public 

for the issues surrounding the Dowling Park RV park. 

Commissioner Hale thanked the public for attending the meeting. 

Commissioner White had nothing to discuss. 

Chairman Land apologized again to his constituents that they did not know about the RV park in 

Dowling Park and hoped that the Board was rectifying the situation for future special requests.  He stated 
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that he had been personally accosted and threatened because of the issue, but the Board cared much 

more for Suwannee County than what the public gave them credit.  Chairman Land noted that Suwannee 

County was growing, and the Board was doing the best they could under the circumstances. 

Commissioner White moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:  

___________________________, DC  _______________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER  TRAVIS LAND, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 







Agenda Item No.    4 
 
 
Approval of payment of processed invoices. 





































































































































































































SUWANNEE 
Parks & Recreation 

 
Executive Summary  

 
Objective 
 

To reappoint Jeff Lee and Matthew Pennington to serve on the Live Oak, Suwannee County 
Recreation Board for their respective 4 year terms. 

 
Consideration 
 

Per the Interlocal Agreement 96-48 the Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners 
and the Live Oak City Council are to appoint members to the Live Oak, Suwannee County 
Recreation Board on alternating years for 4 year terms. 
 
Mr. Lee has been on the Board since 2007 and is willing to serve another 4 year term. Mr. Lee 
has served the Board and community well. 
 
Mr. Pennington has been on the Board since 2023 and filled the position left vacant by the 
passing away of long-time Board member, Dale Allen.  He is willing to continue serving on 
the Board and is willing to serve a 4 year term.  He has been an asset to the Board and 
community.   
 
The Live Oak, Suwannee County Recreation Board recommends that Jeff Lee and Matthew 
Pennington be reappointed to the Board. Both members have been vital assets to the 
organization and community. 
 
Their terms will expire on June 30, 2024.   

 
Recommendation 
 

The Live Oak, Suwannee County Recreation Board requests the Suwannee County Board of 
County Commissioners to reappoint Jeff Lee and Matthew Pennington to serve on the 
Recreation Board for their respective 4 year terms.   

 
Respectfully submitted:     Dated:  May 7, 2024 
 
 
Jason Furry, CPRP 
Parks & Recreation Director 
 

























SUWANNEE COUNTY 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-________ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA GRANTING A PETITION FOR SPECIAL 
PERMIT AS AUTHORIZED UNDER SECTION 14.6.1.1 OF ORDANCE NO. 92-11, 
AS AMENDED, ENTITLED SUWANNEE COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT 
REGULATIONS; APPROVING A SPECIAL PERMIT TO ALLOW  POULTRY 
HOUSES, AS INTENSIVE AGRICULTURE ON PROPERTY ZONED 
AGRICULTURE-1 ON CERTAIN LANDS WITHIN THE UNINCORPORATED 
AREA OF SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; REPEALING RESOLUTIONS IN 
CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
 WHERAS, Ordinance No. 92-11, entitled Suwannee County Land Development 
Regulations and hereinafter referred to as County’s Land Development Regulations, 
empowers the Board of County Commissioners of Suwannee County, Florida hereinafter 
referred to as the Board of County Commissioners, to approve, approve with conditions 
or deny special permits, as authorized under Section14.6.1.1 of the County’s Land 
Development Regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an application, Special Permit Request No. SP-24-04-01, for a 
special permit to construct Ten poultry houses has been filed with the County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has found that it is empowered 
under Section 14.6.1.1 of the County’s Zoning Regulations to approve, deny, or 
conditionally approve the petition on property zoned A-1; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that 
the granting of the petition for the above stated special permit would promote the health, 
safety, morals, order, comfort, convenience, appearance, prosperity or general welfare; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Suwannee County Planning & Zoning Board of Adjustment 
approved a Variance for the side yard setback on March 28, 2024; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that: 
 

a) The petitioner has proposed ingress and egress to the property and proposed 
structures thereon for automotive and pedestrian safety and convenience, in a 
manner that will not have an undue adverse impact on traffic flow or control, and 
access in case of fire or catastrophe; 

b) The petitioner has proposed off street parking and loading areas, where required, 
with particular attention to the items in and above the economic, noise, glare, or 
odor effects of the special permit on adjoining properties and properties in the 
district 



c) The petitioner has proposed refuse and service areas, with particular reference to 
the items 

d) The petitioner has proposed utilities, with reference to locations, availability, and 
compatibility. 

e) The petitioner has proposed screening and buffering, with reference to type, size, 
and character which meets the minimum requirements for screening and buffering 

f) The petitioner has proposed signs,  and proposed exterior lighting with reference 
to glare, traffic safety, economic effects, and compatibility and harmony with 
properties in the district 

g) The petitioner has proposed yards and other open space which meet s the 
minimum requirements for yards and other open space 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that 

the special permit is generally compatible with adjacent properties, other property in the 
district, and natural resources, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that 
a) The proposed use would be in conformance with the County’s Comprehensive           

Plan; 
b) The proposed use is compatible with the established land use pattern; 
c) The proposed use will not materially alter the population density pattern and 

thereby increase or overtax the load on public facilities such as schools, 
utilities, and streets 

d) Changed or changing conditions make the proposed use advantageous to the 
community and the neighborhood 

e) The proposed use will not have an undue adverse influence on living 
conditions in the neighborhood; 

f) The proposed use will not create or excessively increase traffic congestion or 
otherwise affect public safety 

g) The proposed use will not create a drainage problem 
h) The proposed use will not seriously reduce light and air to adjacent areas 
i) The proposed use will not affect property values in the area 
j) The proposed use will not be a deterrent to the improvement or development 

of adjacent property in accord with existing regulations 
k) The proposed use is not out of scale with the needs of the neighborhood or the 

community 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, THAT 
 

 Section 1.  Pursuant to a petition by Gabriel LaRosa and Ana Fernandez to build Ten 
poultry house on property zoned A-1 on certain lands within the County as described as 
follows: 
 

LEG 52.22 ACRES FOR PT OF REF COMM AT THE NW COR OF SECTION 4 
THENCE S 0 DEG 47'47 E ALONG THE W LINE OF SAID SEC A DISTANCE OF 



980 FT TO POB THENCE N 88 DEG 41'44 E A DISTANCE OF 1333.67 FT TEHNCE 
N 0 DEG 47'06 W ALONG THE W LINE OF THE NE1/4 OF NW1/4 OF SAID 
SECTION A DISTANCE OF 980 FT TO THE NW COR OF NE1/4 OF NW1/4 OF 
SAID SECTION THENCE N 88 DEG 41'44 E A DISTANCE OF 1333.86 FT TO THE 
NE COR OF NW1/4 OF SAID SECTION THENCE S 0 DEG 46'25 E ALONG THE E 
LINE OF THE NW1/4 OF SAID SECTION A DISTANCE OF 1351.51 FT THENCE S 
89 DEG 04'18 W A DISTANCE OF 2667.09 FT TO THE W LINE OF SAID SECTION 
THENCE N 0 DEG 47'47 W A DISTANCE OF 354 FT TO CLOSE ON THE POB in 
Section 04 Township 03 South Range 13 East Suwannee County, Florida. 

 
The Board of County Commissioners approves a special permit for four additional 
poultry houses for said property, subject to the conditions if any listed on Attachment 1. 
 
Section 2.  All resolutions in conflict with this resolution are hereby repealed to the 
extent of such conflict. 
 
Section 3.  This resolution shall become effective upon adoption by the board of 
County Commissioners. 
 
DULY ADOPTED  in session this 16th day of April  2024 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
 
 

By____________________________________ 
                                                                    Travis Land, Chairman          

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 

Barry Baker, Clerk             
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   



DENIAL OF DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 

 

Application Number: __________________________________ 

 
Name of Applicant: ___________________________________ 

 

Date of Hearing: ______________________________________ 

The Board of County Commissioners of Suwannee County, Florida (the “Board”) sat as a 
quasi-judicial board to consider the above referenced development permit.  The Board 
notes that the hearing was properly noticed and open to the public. 

During the hearing, the Board received evidence in support and in opposition of the 
permit.  After thorough consideration of the evidence presented, the decision of the Board 
was to DENY the permit.  As grounds for denial, the Board finds: 

1) As its legal basis for denying the application, the Board cites  

 

____________________________________________________________ 

2) The competent and substantial evidence which supports the Board’s denial was 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 Based upon the foregoing, the application was DENIED in open session. 

 Dated this ____ day of ______________________, 20___.  

        

____________________________ 
Hon. Barry Baker 
Clerk of Court 
Confirmation of Receipt of Denial of 
Development Permit on date indicated 

____________________________ 
Chairman 
Suwannee County 
Board of County Commissioners 

 

A copy of this Denial of Development Permit was sent to the Applicant this _______ day 
of _________________, 20____. 

 

     ____________________________ 
     Clerk of Court 













































































SUWANNEE COUNTY 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-________ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF SUWANNEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA GRANTING A PETITION FOR SPECIAL PERMIT AS AUTHORIZED 
UNDER SECTION 14.6.1.1 OF ORDANCE NO. 92-11, AS AMENDED, ENTITLED 
SUWANNEE COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS; APPROVING A 
SPECIAL PERMIT TO ALLOW  POULTRY HOUSES, AS INTENSIVE AGRICULTURE ON 
PROPERTY ZONED AGRICULTURE-1 ON CERTAIN LANDS WITHIN THE 
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; REPEALING 
RESOLUTIONS IN CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
 WHERAS, Ordinance No. 92-11, entitled Suwannee County Land Development 
Regulations and hereinafter referred to as County’s Land Development Regulations, empowers 
the Board of County Commissioners of Suwannee County, Florida hereinafter referred to as the 
Board of County Commissioners, to approve, approve with conditions or deny special permits, as 
authorized under Section14.6.1.1 of the County’s Land Development Regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an application, Special Permit Request No. SP-24-04-02, for a special 
permit to construct Eight poultry houses has been filed with the County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has found that it is empowered under 
Section 14.6.1.1 of the County’s Zoning Regulations to approve, deny, or conditionally approve 
the petition on property zoned A-1; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that the 
granting of the petition for the above stated special permit would promote the health, safety, 
morals, order, comfort, convenience, appearance, prosperity or general welfare; and 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that: 
 

a) The petitioner has proposed ingress and egress to the property and proposed structures 
thereon for automotive and pedestrian safety and convenience, in a manner that will not 
have an undue adverse impact on traffic flow or control, and access in case of fire or 
catastrophe; 

b) The petitioner has proposed off street parking and loading areas, where required, with 
particular attention to the items in and above the economic, noise, glare, or odor effects of 
the special permit on adjoining properties and properties in the district 

c) The petitioner has proposed refuse and service areas, with particular reference to the 
items 

d) The petitioner has proposed utilities, with reference to locations, availability, and 
compatibility. 

e) The petitioner has proposed screening and buffering, with reference to type, size, and 
character which meets the minimum requirements for screening and buffering 

f) The petitioner has proposed signs,  and proposed exterior lighting with reference to glare, 
traffic safety, economic effects, and compatibility and harmony with properties in the 
district 

g) The petitioner has proposed yards and other open space which meet s the minimum 
requirements for yards and other open space 

 



WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that the 
special permit is generally compatible with adjacent properties, other property in the district, and 
natural resources, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that 
a) The proposed use would be in conformance with the County’s Comprehensive           

Plan; 
b) The proposed use is compatible with the established land use pattern; 
c) The proposed use will not materially alter the population density pattern and thereby 

increase or overtax the load on public facilities such as schools, utilities, and streets 
d) Changed or changing conditions make the proposed use advantageous to the 

community and the neighborhood 
e) The proposed use will not have an undue adverse influence on living conditions in 

the neighborhood; 
f) The proposed use will not create or excessively increase traffic congestion or 

otherwise affect public safety 
g) The proposed use will not create a drainage problem 
h) The proposed use will not seriously reduce light and air to adjacent areas 
i) The proposed use will not affect property values in the area 
j) The proposed use will not be a deterrent to the improvement or development of 

adjacent property in accord with existing regulations 
k) The proposed use is not out of scale with the needs of the neighborhood or the 

community 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, THAT 
 

 Section 1.  Pursuant to a petition by Inalvis Hernandez to build Eight poultry houses on 
property zoned A-1 on certain lands within the County as described as follows: 
 

LEG 20.01 ACRES FOR POB COM AT THE NW COR OF SAID SECTION RUN N 88 DEG 
48'52 E ALONG THE N LINE OF SAID SECTION A DISTANCE OF 1293.45 FT TO THE W 
R/W LINE OF 167TH RD THENCE RUN S 01 DEG 04'40 E ALONG SAID W R/W LINE A 
DISTANCE OF 672.37 FT THENCE RUN S 88 DEG 48'52 W A DISTANCE OF 1299.28 FT 
TO THE W LINE OF SAID SECTION RUN N 00 DEG 34'49 E ALONG SAID W LINE A 
DISTANCE OF 672.41 FT TO POB & TOGETHER WITH & SUBJECT TO AN EASEMENT 
 
LEG 20.01 ACRES FOR PT OF REF COM AT THE NW COR OF SAID SECTION THENCE 
RUN S 00 DEG 34'49 E ALONG THE W LINE OF SAID SECTION A DISTANCE OF 672.41 
FT TO POB THENCE RUN N 88 DEG 48'52 E A DISTANCE OF 1299.28 FT TO THE W R/W 
LINE OF 167TH RD THENCE RUN S 01 DEG 04'40 E ALONG SAID W R/W LINE A 
DISTANCE OF 669.36 FT THENCE RUN S 88 DEG 48'52 W A DISTANCE OF 1305.09 FT 
TO THE W LINE OF SAID SECTION THENCE RUN N 00 DEG 34'49 W ALONG SAID W 
LINE A DISTANCE OF 669.40 FT TO POB 
 
LEG 22.86 ACRES FOR PT OF REF COM AT THE NW COR OF SAID SECTION RUN S 00 
DEG 34'49 E ALONG THE W LINE OF SAID SECTION A DISTANCE OF 1341.81 FT TO 
POB RUN N 88 DEG 48'52 E 1305.09 FT TO THE W R/W LINE OF 167TH RD RUN S 01 
DEG 04'40 E ALONG SAID W R/W LINE A DISTANCE 343.69 FT TO THE PT OF CURVE 
OF A CURVE CONCAVED NORTHWESTERLY HAVING A RADIUS OF 170.00 FT RUN 
ALONG & AROUND SAID CURVE & SAID W R/W LINE A CHORD BEARING & 



DISTANCE OF S 31 DEG 10'33 W 181.56 FT TO THE PT OF TANGENCY OF SAID CURVE 
SAID PT BEING ON THE N R/W LINE OF 44TH ST RUN S 63 DEG 27'05 W ALONG SAID 
N R/W LINE A DISTANCE OF 1348.61 FT TO SAID W LINE OF SECTION RUN N 00 DEG 
34'49 W ALONG SAID W LINE A DISTANCE OF 1074.78 FT TO POB 
 
ALL LYING IN SECTION 26 TOWNSHIP 1 SOUTH RANGE 12 EAST SUWANNEE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

 
The Board of County Commissioners approves a special permit for four additional poultry 
houses for said property, subject to the conditions if any listed on Attachment 1. 
 
Section 2.  All resolutions in conflict with this resolution are hereby repealed to the extent of 
such conflict. 
 
Section 3.  This resolution shall become effective upon adoption by the board of County 
Commissioners. 
 
DULY ADOPTED  in session this 16th day of April  2024 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
 
 

By____________________________________ 
                                                                    Travis Land, Chairman          

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 

Barry Baker, Clerk             
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   



DENIAL OF DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 

 

Application Number: __________________________________ 

 
Name of Applicant: ___________________________________ 

 

Date of Hearing: ______________________________________ 

The Board of County Commissioners of Suwannee County, Florida (the “Board”) sat as a 
quasi-judicial board to consider the above referenced development permit.  The Board 
notes that the hearing was properly noticed and open to the public. 

During the hearing, the Board received evidence in support and in opposition of the 
permit.  After thorough consideration of the evidence presented, the decision of the Board 
was to DENY the permit.  As grounds for denial, the Board finds: 

1) As its legal basis for denying the application, the Board cites  

 

____________________________________________________________ 

2) The competent and substantial evidence which supports the Board’s denial was 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 Based upon the foregoing, the application was DENIED in open session. 

 Dated this ____ day of ______________________, 20___.  

        

____________________________ 
Hon. Barry Baker 
Clerk of Court 
Confirmation of Receipt of Denial of 
Development Permit on date indicated 

____________________________ 
Chairman 
Suwannee County 
Board of County Commissioners 

 

A copy of this Denial of Development Permit was sent to the Applicant this _______ day 
of _________________, 20____. 

 

     ____________________________ 
     Clerk of Court 



































































































CHAIRMAN CALLS FOR  
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1. _________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. _________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 



ADMINISTRATOR’S COMMENTS AND 
INFORMATION 

 
 



BOARD MEMBERS’ INQUIRIES, REQUESTS, 
AND COMMENTS 
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