
SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
JUDICIAL ANNEX BUILDING 
218 PARSHLEY STREET SOUTHWEST 
LIVE OAK, FLORIDA  32064 
 
TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR MARCH 5, 2024, AT 5:30 P.M. 
 
Invocation 
Pledge to American Flag 
 
ATTENTION: 
  
• The Board may add additional items to this agenda. 
• Affirmative action on any item includes authorization of the Chairman’s or designee’s signature on 

all associated documents. 
• Individual speakers from the audience will be allowed three (3) minutes to speak following 

recognition by the Chairman and must speak from the podium. Speakers may only make one (1) 
trip to the podium to address concerns regarding all items on the consent agenda. (Filling out of 
Comment Card required, and forward to Chairman or County Administrator.)                                        

• Groups or factions representing a position on a proposition or issue are required to select a single 
representative or spokesperson. The designated representative will be allowed to speak for seven 
(7) minutes following recognition by the Chairman and must speak from the podium. Speakers may 
only make one (1) trip to the podium to address concerns regarding all items on the agenda. (Filling 
out of Comment Card required, and forward to Chairman or County Administrator.)                             

• For general updates or questions regarding County business, contact the County Administrator 
during regular business hours at (386) 364-3400.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

1. February 20, 2024 – Regular Meeting 
 
 
PUBLIC CONCERNS AND COMMENTS:  
 
 
CONSENT: 
 

2. Approval of payment of processed invoices. 
 

3. Authorization to piggyback on Contract 22-204 for Roofing, Construction, and Repair Services 
between Suwannee County School Board and O’Neal Roofing, Co. for repairs to Suwannee 
County Jail’s recreation yard deck. Budgeted item. 

 
4. Approval of Agreement and Fee Schedule with District 2 Medical Examiner. Services are 

budgeted. 
 

5. Adoption of Resolution proclaiming the month of March as “National Athletic Training Month.” 
 
 
CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS ITEMS:   



 
 
STAFF ITEMS: 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 
 
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 
 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 

6. Additional Agenda Items. The Chairman calls for additional items.   
 

7. Administrator’s comments and information. 
 

8. Board Members Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.  
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5:30 p.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a 

regular meeting and the following were present: Chairman Travis Land and Commissioner Don Hale; 

Commissioner Maurice Perkins; Commissioner Leo Mobley; and Commissioner Franklin White. Chief 

Deputy Clerk of Finance Keith Gentry; Logan Woods, Deputy Clerk; Greg Scott, County Administrator; and 

Adam Morrison, County Attorney, were also present. 

Chairman Land called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and asked Commissioner Perkins to lead 

the invocation and Commissioner Mobley to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States 

of America. 

MINUTES: 

 The first item on the agenda was to approve the minutes of the January 26, 2024 Special Meeting; 

February 2, 2024 Special Meeting; and February 6, 2024 Regular Meeting. 

Commissioner Perkins noted clarification needed in the February 6 minutes regarding a statement 

made by Commissioner White.  After review by the deputy clerks, it was determined that Commissioner 

White’s suggestion would remain, but clarification was made in the ensuing discussion that a suggested 

option for site-built or mobile homes applied to all applicants. 

 Commissioner White moved to approve the minutes of the January 26, 2024 Special Meeting; 

February 2, 2024 Special Meeting; and February 6, 2024 Regular Meeting, as corrected.  Commissioner 

Perkins seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

 As it was now after 5:35 p.m., Chairman Land moved to Time-Specific Items. 
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TIME-SPECIFIC ITEMS: 

 The twelfth item on the agenda was at 5:35 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be 

heard, to hold a public hearing to consider Special Permit Request No. SP-24-02-01 by Chip Flowers, 

authorized agent for property owners Christopher Aaron Bryant and Samantha Bryant, to be granted a 

special permit under Section 14.11 of the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations for an 

essential service (323-foot guyed communications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned 

Agriculture-1 (A-1). 

 Chairman Land opened the public hearing. 

 County Attorney Morrison noted that everyone who was sworn in previously for the public 

hearing was still under oath as the item had been tabled at the prior meeting. 

Development Services Director Ronald Meeks briefly discussed the application, noting that 

although the applicant had explored alternative locations, they had determined that there was no other 

viable area. He reiterated the site plan met Land Development Regulation requirements. Director Meeks 

entered the file into the record with the same conditions as presented in the previous meeting, which 

County Attorney Morrison accepted as Continued Composite Exhibit 1.  

Chairman Land opened the floor to public comments. 

County Attorney Morrison swore in constituents who wished to speak that were not sworn in 

during the last hearing. He noted seven people stood and agreed to be sworn.  

Wayne Hannaka, 11883 93rd Road, presented a petition on behalf of the concerned residents 

around the tower location detailing their opposition to the tower. He discussed the reasons why they 

were against the tower’s location (decreased home values, health reasons, etc.) and added that the new 

tower would only minimally increase coverage as there was another tower less than a mile away. Mr. 
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Hannaka asked the Board to listen to the public’s opinion and those who signed the petition. He entered 

his presentation into the record, which Country Attorney Morrison accepted as Composite Exhibit 2. 

Terry Monroe, 11640 Country Road 49, stated she moved to the County to escape the congestion 

of larger areas. She requested that the tower be moved to a location farther from residents and noted 

other land that may be a better option for the tower. Ms. Monroe also discussed information regarding 

towers as environmental pollution, the decrease in home values, and harm to Florida’s natural ecosystem. 

She asked the Board to consider a more appropriate location for the tower out of respect for residents. 

John Palmisano, 7689 161st Road, recognized the Board had a difficult job of balancing public 

concerns with economic growth. He spoke on the impact of 5G and 6G cell service, how it was not a good 

idea for a small county, and was unnecessary as the current technology in the County was adequate. Mr. 

Palmisano also commented on health and environmental impacts. He stated he was opposed to the tower 

and asked the Board to deny the application. 

Linda Palmisano, 7689 161st Road, stated she was a real estate appraiser and discussed the 

tower’s negative impact on the market value of land in the County. She discussed various studies related 

to towers and property values, health and environmental impacts, and recommended voting against the 

tower. Ms. Palmisano’s information was submitted into the record and accepted as Composite Exhibit 3. 

Carol Fontana, 21181 144th Street, discussed the health effect of cell towers and questioned 

whether the County really needed 5G. 

Commissioner Land discussed the difference in coverage versus tower capacity, noting that 

sometimes it was the capacity that determined their placement, not improved coverage. 

Steve Fontana, 21181 144th Street, discussed the legal right of Boards to oppose towers. He 

discussed an article detailing the harm of 5G to health and that counties should require companies to be 

responsible for later health issues. His information was submitted as Composite Exhibit 4. 
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Terry Harmon, 9728 116th Place, noted her opposition to the tower, as it would harm the natural 

beauty of the County. 

 There being no further comments, the floor was closed to public comments. 

County Attorney Morrison stated that in matters where the Board served as a quasi-judicial Board, 

such as in matters dealing with special exceptions to LDRs and ordinances, the Commission was bound by 

strict criteria in determining whether to accept or deny the application. If the special exception met the 

LDR requirements, the Board was legally responsible for approval. The only time an application could be 

denied was if there was sufficient evidence of particularized harm or a specific issue that was grounds for 

denial, such as not meeting requirements. If the Board denied the application, they had to put forth in 

writing their specific reasons or finding for denial, including appropriate facts that applied to the situation. 

The issues presented by the public were broad issues and not specific findings that could warrant denial 

of the application. County Attorney Morrison also discussed State and Federal legal requirements that 

pertained to the situation, noting that counties have been sued for denying special exceptions that met 

LDRs and ordinance requirements. He cautioned the Board to keep this in mind as they proceeded. 

Commissioner Land asked if the application met all LDR requirements. Director Meeks replied that 

it did meet the requirements. 

Graham Ownes, CFS Acquisitions, clarified a question for Commissioner Hale regarding coverage. 

The Board noted they were sympathetic to the landowners, but they really had no choice due to 

the legal ramifications, as the application met requirements and they did not want to risk a federal lawsuit. 

Commissioner White moved to approve a resolution for Special Permit Request No. SP-24-02-

01 by Chip Flowers, authorized agent for property owners Christopher Aaron Bryant and Samantha 

Bryant, to be granted a special permit under Section 14.11 of the Suwannee County Land Development 

Regulations for an essential service (323-foot guyed communications tower and associated equipment) 
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on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1). Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the motion carried 4-1, 

with Commissioner Hale opposed. (Resolution No. 2024-20) 

Chairman Land closed the public hearing and returned to public comments.  

PUBLIC CONCERNS AND COMMENTS: 

Keith Broaders, 201 Rancheras Street, discussed the need for Constitutional education and noted 

Suwannee County did not have sufficient representation in the State legislature. 

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

There were none. 

 
CONSENT: 

 Item 11 was pulled for discussion. 

The second item on the agenda was to approve payment of $2,076,065.40 in processed invoices. 

The third item on the agenda was approval of an amended Local Housing Assistance Plan and 

adoption of an enabling resolution. (Resolution No. 2024-21) 

The fourth item on the agenda was approval of an agreement with Answer Advisory Consulting, 

LLC, formerly Government Services Group, Inc., for legal services associated in creating the Fire Rescue 

Assessment Land program (Vacant Land Assessment) for Fiscal Year 2024-2025. (Agreement No. 2024-

42) 

The fifth item on the agenda was approval of an agreement with Nabors, Giblin & Nickerson for 

legal services associated with fire protection and solid waste assessment programs. (Agreement No. 2024-

43) 
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The sixth item on the agenda was approval of an amendment to Public Transportation Grant 

Agreement #441835 (PTGA) with the Florida Department of Transportation for the Design and 

Construction of New Hangar Buildings at the Suwannee County Airport, adoption of the required 

resolution, and authorization for staff to sign all related documents.  (Agreement No. 2023-39-01 and 

Resolution No. 2024-23) 

The seventh item on the agenda was approval of Public Transportation Grant Agreement 

#446665 (PTGA) with the Florida Department of Transportation for procurement and installation of a 

backup generator for the FBO and electrical vault at the Suwannee County Airport, adoption of the 

required resolution, and authorization for staff to sign all related documents.  (Agreement No. 2024-44 

and Resolution No. 2024-22) 

The eighth item on the agenda was authorization to advertise a Request for Proposals for front 

load garbage trucks for the Solid Waste Department. Budgeted item. 

The ninth item on the agenda was authorization to advertise a Request for Qualifications 

regarding Professional Construction Engineering and Inspection services to construct CR 49, from CR 252 

to US 90. Budget impact: funded by FDOT. 

The tenth item on the agenda was authorization to advertise for a Request for Qualifications 

regarding Professional Construction Engineering and Inspection services to widen and resurface 76th 

Street. Budget impact: funded by FDOT. 

The eleventh item on the agenda was to award Bid 2024-01 Catalyst Water Main Extension to 

low bidder Music Construction (Bids were opened January 16, 2024). Budget impact: funded by Job 

Growth Grant G0094). 

This item was pulled and discussed under General Business. 
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Commissioner Hale moved to approve consent items 2-10.  Commissioner Perkins seconded, 

and the motion carried unanimously. 

TIME-SPECIFIC ITEMS: 

 The twelfth item on the agenda was at 5:35 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be 

heard, to hold a public hearing to consider Special Permit Request No. SP-24-02-01 by Chip Flowers, 

authorized agent for property owners Christopher Aaron Bryant and Samantha Bryant, to be granted a 

special permit under Section 14.11 of the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations for an 

essential service (323-foot guyed communications tower and associated equipment) on property zoned 

Agriculture-1 (A-1). 

 This item was discussed prior to Public Comments. 

CONSITUTIONAL OFFICERS ITEMS: 

 There were none. 

 
STAFF ITEMS: 

 Jason Furry, Parks and Recreation Director, updated the Board on various recreational activities, 

events, building improvements, and grants. He also discussed continuing work with County Office staff on 

proposed multipurpose buildings and facilities. Director Furry stated that Water Management had asked 

if the County would be interested in managing Telford Springs as a County park because of how well it 

managed other springs. The option would be explored and brought to the Board for consideration later. 

 Discussion briefly ensued about recreational activities for senior citizens. 

 Economic Development Director Jimmy Norris discussed the Truelieve facility construction, a 

meeting with Florida Power and Light (FPL), and a Chamber of Commerce event the upcoming weekend. 
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COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 

 There were none. 

COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 

 County Attorney Morrison noted a few litigation updates, noting that the squatter on the airport 

property would be removed soon and the title issue regarding property in Suwannee Estates would soon 

be resolved. 

On behalf of a citizen, Commissioner Hale thanked Fire-Rescue personnel for their help in a 

medical call. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

Chairman Land returned to item eleven. 

The eleventh item on the agenda was to award Bid 2024-01 Catalyst Water Main Extension to 

low bidder Music Construction (Bids were opened January 16, 2024). Budget impact: funded by Job 

Growth Grant G0094). 

Chairman Land asked for clarification on the different pipes (13 and 18 inch) included in the bid 

and alternate. Although the low bidder was the same regardless of which pipe was selected, he asked for 

the difference in the pipes and cost comparison (PVC verses HDPE). 

Greg Bailey, North Florida Professional Services, discussed the pipe diameter ratio of PVC versus 

HDPE pipes and that it pertained to the wall pressure affecting the water flow capacity. He addressed the 

differences in the pipes and what the uses would mean for the project. Mr. Bailey also discussed minimum 

flow requirements for fire hydrants and that both pipe options would exceed the required amount. The 

County would save around $400,000 if they selected HDPE, and although the flow would be reduced, it 

was still sufficient for the area.  
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Discussion ensued on the pipes, that either option would suffice for flow requirements given the 

current businesses and uses in the area, and cost savings of going with HDPE. 

Commissioner White moved to award Bid 2024-01 Catalyst Water Main Extension to low bidder 

Music Construction, going with the alternate bid for HDPE pipes (Bids were opened January 16, 2024). 

Budget impact: funded by Job Growth Grant G0094). Commissioner Mobley seconded, and the motion 

carried unanimously. (Agreement No. 2024-45) 

The thirteenth item on the agenda was Additional Agenda Items. 

There were none. 

The fourteenth item on the agenda was Administrator’s comments and information. 

County Administrator Scott discussed the County’s use of Jim Hinton Oil for fuel and 

recommended asking other counties what they did for fuel. He wanted to make sure the County was in 

line with normal practices of fuel procurement. 

Chairman Land noted he was in support of exploring alternatives. 

County Administrator Scott stated striping work for several roads were needed, noting his office 

was exploring other venders for price comparisons. He also noted the Veteran’s Affairs Office had decided 

to stay with Suwannee County, announced the new airport manager, discussed the new community 

paramedic, noted they were looking at other grant opportunities to help with Fire-Rescue, and mentioned 

the demolition of the house at the airport. 

Commissioner White asked for an update on litter pickup. County Administrator Scott replied they 

were still working on the bid specs. 

The fifteenth item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments. 

Commissioner Perkins discussed the SHIP program from home replacement due to Hurricane 

Idalia and thanked employees for all their work and for citizen input during the meeting.  
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Cynthia Robinson, 1313 7th Street, thanked the Board for the SHIP hurricane program that helped 

her family get back into a home after losing theirs. She expressed her gratitude for the program. 

The Board thanked staff for their work to obtain such grants. 

Commissioner Mobley thanked staff for their work and asked for prayers for Mr. Bart.  

Commissioner Hale also asked for prayers for the Bart and Cato family and thanked everyone for 

being present and the other Commissioners for their work. 

Commissioner White discussed a regional utility meeting the previous week and moving forward 

with a regional utility plan. He also updated on the County mine and briefly commented on the cell phone 

tower issues, noting that the Board always tried to do what was best for the citizens and the County, but 

that he felt it was more prudent to save the County from potentially large legal expenses that a lawsuit 

could bring. 

Chairman Land echoed the other comments and noted the upcoming baseball tournament, 

Truelieve progress, and the Chamber gala the next weekend. 

Commissioner Perkins moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner White seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:  

___________________________, DC  _______________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER  TRAVIS LAND, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 



Agenda Item No.    2 
 
 
Approval of payment of processed invoices. 

































































































CHAIRMAN CALLS FOR  
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1. _________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. _________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 



ADMINISTRATOR’S COMMENTS AND 
INFORMATION 

 
 



BOARD MEMBERS’ INQUIRIES, REQUESTS, 
AND COMMENTS 
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