
SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
JUDICIAL ANNEX BUILDING 
218 PARSHLEY STREET SOUTHWEST 
LIVE OAK, FLORIDA  32064 
 
TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR MARCH 21, 2023, AT 5:30 P.M. 
 
Invocation 
Pledge to American Flag 
 
ATTENTION: 
  
• The Board may add additional items to this agenda. 
• Affirmative action on any item includes authorization of the Chairman’s or designee’s signature on 

all associated documents. 
• Individual speakers from the audience will be allowed three (3) minutes to speak following 

recognition by the Chairman and must speak from the podium. Speakers may only make one (1) 
trip to the podium regarding each item they wish to speak on.                                                    

•  Groups or factions representing a position on a proposition or issue are required to select a single 
representative or spokesperson. The designated representative will be allowed to speak for seven 
(7) minutes following recognition by the Chairman and must speak from the podium. Speakers may 
only make one (1) trip to the podium regarding each item they wish to speak on.                                                    

• For general updates or questions regarding County business, contact the County Administrator 
during regular business hours at (386) 364-3400.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

1. March 7, 2023 – Regular Board Meeting 
 
 
CONSENT: 
 

2. Approval of payment of processed invoices. 
 

3. Adoption of Resolution scheduling fees and charges for recreational vehicle permits, renewal, 
and inspections. 

 
4. Approval of Release and Satisfaction of Lien Agreement with Tyler Stratton, State Housing 

Initiative Partnership Program client. 
 

5. Approval of Public Transportation Grant Agreement #411579 (PTGA) with the Florida 
Department of Transportation (FDOT) for the design and rehabilitation of runway 7-25 at the 
Suwannee County Airport, adoption of enabling resolution, and authorization staff to execute all 
associated documents. 

 
6. Authorization to order replacement CAT 336 excavator from Ring Power for Suwannee County 

Mine. Budgeted item. 
 

7. Authorization to advertise Request for Proposals for air conditioning of the Gary Edwards 
Memorial Gym.  



 
8. Authorization for County Administrator to apply for various grants. 

 
9. Declare Economy Motors, Inc. a sole source provider and authorize the purchase of five (5) used 

pickup trucks for the Road Department. Budgeted items. 
 
 
STAFF ITEMS: 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 
 
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 
 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 

10. Discuss, with possible Board action, offers on surplus property located on 173rd Place, Parcel ID 
15-02S-12E-09944-008001. (Greg Scott, County Administrator) 

 
11. Additional Agenda Items. The Chairman calls for additional items.   

 
12. Public Concerns and Comments. (Filling out of Comment Card required, and forward to  

Chairman or County Administrator. Individual speakers from the audience will be allowed three 
(3) minutes, and a single representative or spokesperson will be allowed seven (7) minutes to 
speak following recognition by the Chairman and must speak from the podium – one (1) trip to 
the podium.) 

 
13. Administrator’s comments and information. 

 
14. Board Members Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.  
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5:00 p.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a 

regular meeting and the following were present:  Chairman Franklin White; Commissioner Don Hale; 

Commissioner Maurice Perkins; Commissioner Travis Land; and Commissioner Leo Mobley.  Keith Gentry, 

County Finance Director; Logan Woods, Deputy Clerk; Greg Scott, County Administrator; and James W. 

Prevatt, Jr., County Attorney, were also present. 

Chairman White called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. and asked Commissioner Perkins to lead 

the invocation and Commissioner Mobley to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States 

of America. 

MINUTES: 

 The first item on the agenda was to approve the minutes of the February 21, 2023 Regular Board 

meeting. 

 Commissioner Hale moved to approve the minutes of the February 7, 2023 Regular Board 

meeting.  Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

CONSENT: 

Item seven was pulled for discussion. 

The second item on the agenda was to approve payment of $3,775,026.22 in processed invoices. 

The third item on the agenda was approval of and authorization for the County Administrator to 

execute a lease agreement with Leasing2 for a new Volvo L70H wheel loader for a 5-year term with annual 

payments of $44,324.97 for Public Works, pending County Attorney review, and adoption of an enabling 

resolution. Budgeted item.  (Agreement No. 2023-37 and Resolution No. 2023-10) 
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The fourth item on the agenda was approval and ratification of four (4) agreements (WSA 1681, 

1682, 1683, 1684) with the Florida Department of Corrections for use of inmate crews and authorize the 

Chairman or County Administrator to execute any follow-up documents (3-year agreement).  (Agreement 

No. 2023-38) 

The fifth item on the agenda was approval of Public Transportation Grant Agreement #441835 

(PTGA) with the Florida Department of Transportation for the design and construction of new hangar 

buildings at the Suwannee County Airport, adoption of an enabling resolution, and authorization for staff 

to execute all associated documents.  (Agreement No. 2023-39 and Resolution No. 2023-11) 

The sixth item on the agenda was adoption of a resolution authorizing the Parks and Recreation 

Director to apply for a Florida Boating Improvement Program (FBIP) grant to be used for construction 

improvements to boating access at the Charles Springs Boat Ramp, authorize the Parks and Recreation 

Director to serve as Project Manager, and authorize staff to execute all associated documents.  

(Resolution No. 2023-12) 

The seventh item on the agenda was authorization to name the Douglass Center soccer field to 

Dansby Field in honor of Theodore D. (T. D.) Dansby. 

This item was pulled for discussion. 

The eighth item on the agenda was authorization for Fire Rescue to enter into an agreement with 

the Florida Department of Health division of EMS for a grant to establish a Community Paramedic/Mobile 

Integrated Health Program, and authorize the Fire Chief or County Administrator to execute any related 

documents.  (Agreement No. 2023-40) 

The ninth item on the agenda was authorization to advertise a Request for Proposals for CDBG 

Housing Rehabilitation Grant Administration. 
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The tenth item on the agenda was award of a bid (and approval of a contract) to Mowrey Elevator 

Co. of Florida, Inc. for modernization of four (4) elevators located within County buildings. (Bid Solicitation 

No. 2023-06; bids were opened February 28, 2023). (Agreement No. 2023-41) 

Commissioner Land moved to approve consent items 2-6 and 8-10.  Commissioner Hale 

seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

The seventh item on the agenda was authorization to name the Douglass Center soccer field to 

Dansby Field in honor of Theodore D. (T. D.) Dansby. 

Parks and Recreation Director Jason Furry discussed a request from the Douglass Center Alumni 

to name the soccer field in honor of Mr. Dansby. Mr. Ford, President of the Douglass Alumni, also spoke 

about the honorary name designation. 

Much discussion ensued on the Douglass Center school history, Mr. Dansby, renaming the field, 

and potential issues with naming County facilities and things in honor of others as citizens could have 

various opinions on who things should be named after. 

Commissioner Mobley moved to approve renaming the Douglass Center soccer field to Dansby 

Field in honor of Theodore D. (T. D.) Dansby. Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

STAFF ITEMS: 

Director Furry gave an update on the fairground developments, stating some grants had been 

received that could be used for the project. He discussed the various improvements and upgrades needed 

and the demolition of the current agricultural show room (the old ConFletWorth building) and ag barns, 

as well as the new buildings that would be rebuilt in the same location. 
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Discussion ensued on demolition of the show ring area, as it was not ADA compliant, and 

additional grant funding applications for the project. 

Mr. Furry also discussed the variety of improvements made at the Douglass Center over the last 

several years and thanked the Alumni Association for their assistance and other County entities who 

contributed funding for improvements. He added that the Suwannee County Health Department had 

given a $50,000 grant for further improvements at Douglass Park. 

Commissioner Perkins questioned how Health Department funds would be utilized. Mr. Furry 

replied it would provide for specialized, more accessible, playground equipment for disabled children. 

Mr. Durham updated on cooling tower upgrades at the jail, which were nearly complete. 

Discussion ensued on plumbing upgrades at the coliseum. 

PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

The tenth item on the agenda was to hear a presentation by Brad Martin, 811 Safety Education 

Rep of North Florida. 

Brad Martin, 11 Plantation Road, Debary, FL, Sunshine 811 representative, introduced himself and 

then gave an overview of the 811 system and its functions set by Florida Statute. He explained that the 

811 system was a type of “communication hub” for various entities and construction companies to utilize 

to find out utility placement information before digging or construction began in a location. This system 

was a means of protecting infrastructure and the general public. 

Much discussion ensued on the use of the 811 system and its purposes, how it worked, the 

ticketing and call center process, enforcement, working with local code enforcement offices, and fines for 

companies who did not obtain a ticket. 
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COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 

Commissioner Hale discussed the North Florida Economic Development Partnership (NFEDP) 

meeting hosted by Suwannee County on Friday, noting that a large number of people and counties had 

attended. He commented on how well it went and thanked all involved for their support. 

Chairman White thanked Commissioner Mobley for obtaining a venue and food for the event. 

COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 

There were none. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

The twelfth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, reinstating the former 

contract between the Lafayette Veterans Service office and Suwannee County. 

County Administrator Scott discussed the agreement and Lafayette County’s request to reinstate 

the service. He asked that the County Attorney work with Lafayette County’s attorney to work out further 

specifics and have the Veterans’ Service office sign the agreement before it was signed by the chairman. 

Commissioner Land moved to approve reinstating the former contract between the Lafayette 

Veterans Service office and Suwannee County. Commissioner Hale seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously. (Agreement No. 2023-42) 

The thirteenth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, repairs to the 

Supervisor of Elections office. 

County Administrator Scott discussed the issues presented at the last meeting regarding the 

Supervisor of Election’s office building. He discussed the cost incurred from the improper work and noted 

that staff had since reviewed the costs for complete renovations. He asked for Board direction on how to 

go about repairs for the building, if they were fine with proceeding with the more immediate repairs and 
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wait on the rest of the needed renovations. He added that insurance would not pay for the repair work 

and felt it would be best to make the immediately needed, short-term repairs and then look at long-term 

solutions. County Administrator Scott also noted the possibility of looking at other building options to 

house the Supervisor of Elections as they needed more space than they currently had. Once the basic 

initial repairs were complete, a professional opinion could be obtained on the long-term repairs and 

whether it would be worth it to completely renovate the building. 

Commissioner Land agreed that it would be best to have Rutherford and Associates evaluate the 

building for long-term use before any large amount was invested in the project. He understood that some 

more imminent repairs were needed on a few issues for staff to continue working in the building, but he 

did not wish to spend an exorbitant amount of money on repairs until after an analysis. 

Mr. Durham stated that the budgetary amount of $60,000 was just to mitigate the more pressing 

issues, with the work subbed out, but that it would not take care of everything in need of repair. 

Discussion ensued on having Rutherford and Associates perform an analysis on the building 

before large amounts of money were spent on long-term repairs, and to only do the repairs needed to 

make the building functional for staff to return to basic operations. 

Mr. Durham noted the cost was for repair of the vapor barrier and moisture issue; however, 

sealing off the back portion would suffice as a quick short-term fix to prevent further moisture damage. 

County Attorney Prevatt discussed in much detail his research into the issue of whether the 

former County Administrator could be held responsible for damage incurred. 

Discussion ensued on whether the former County Administrator was acting within his role as an 

employee of the County during the project, in which case an employee could not be held liable for 

negligence in duty, or whether he was acting outside his scope of employment as contractor of record. 
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County Attorney Prevatt discussed whether the County was able to sue the previous County 

Administrator, the process of giving a contractor a 30-day notice to examine the mistakes made in case 

they wished to correct the issues voluntarily. He stated he would need more time to research the issue, 

as at this time, he could not verify for sure whether the previous County Administrator could be held 

responsible for repairing the damage or paying for repairs due to the complicated nature of whether the 

employee was acting in the scope of duties.  

Commissioner Land asked whether County Attorney Prevatt had sought an Attorney General (AG) 

opinion on the matter or if he would like to be authorized to do so. County Attorney Prevatt replied that 

he had several more things to research before that step was necessary. 

Much discussion ensued on the issue of whether the former County Administrator was 

responsible for the cost of repairs or rectifying the damage, seeking an AG opinion, proceeding with the 

basic temporary fixes for less than the $60,000 by just sealing up the back area, and authorizing County 

Administrator Scott to contact Rutherford and Associates for an analysis. 

Commissioner Land moved to approve staff completing the temporary fix of sealing the back 

area of the building until a professional analysis by Rutherford and Associates could be completed. 

Commissioner Hale seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

The fourteenth item on the agenda was Additional Agenda Items. 

There were none. 

The fifteenth item on the agenda was public concerns and comments. 

Jack Schoen, 7311 180th Street, McAlpin, asked that meeting times be moved to 5:30 p.m. or later. 

Steven Fontana, 21181 144th Street, thanked County employees for their civility during the last 

meeting throughout the issues brought up by Mr. Glen Burd regarding Randy Harris. He was concerned 

with the supposed conflict of interests between County employees, Mr. Harris, and County Attorney 
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Prevatt. Mr. Fontana stressed the need for trust and transparency between the County and its citizens 

and asked that the Board ensure they were confident in the quality of legal counsel received. 

Discussion ensued on Mr. Fontana’s concerns and conflict of interests. 

Carolee Howe, 7408 169th Drive, also asked that the meeting times be changed to 5:30 p.m. 

Moses Clepper, 14581 102nd Path, Live Oak, also commented on the issues presented at the last 

meeting from Mr. Burd and the proposed conflict of interests. He read a letter from concerned citizens 

regarding the situation between Mr. Burd and Mr. Harris. 

Commissioner Mobley discussed the possible conflict of interests by the County Attorney. 

Commissioner Mobley moved to terminate (instead of renew) County Attorney Prevatt’s 

contract effective April 25, 2023 (when the contract term would end). After discussion from 

Commissioner Land, he seconded the motion to end County Attorney Prevatt’s contract. After much 

more discussion from Commissioner Hale and Chairman White regarding their desire to follow public 

opinion in firing the County Attorney, the motion carried 4-1, with Commissioner Perkins opposed. 

Commissioner Land stated he had done much research over the last several years regarding 

change of legal counsel for the County and recommended that the Board select Adam Morrison of Sellers, 

Taylor, and Morrison, and to authorize County Administrator Scott to enter into negotiations with that 

firm to have a proposed contract at the next meeting. He added that he had received an AG ruling that 

the County did not need to advertise for legal counsel via Requests for Proposals, and that they could 

directly hire new legal counsel. 

Commissioner Land moved to authorize County Administrator Scott to seek a proposal from 

Adam Morrison for rates of service, to enter into negotiations, and bring a proposed contract for the 

Board at the next meeting. 
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Commissioner Land noted that Mr. Morrison was highly recommended by another municipalities, 

and that Mr. Ernest Sellers, a previous County attorney, was also in the same firm. 

County Attorney Prevatt noted a consensus on the matter would be sufficient. 

Wayne Hannaka, 11883 93rd Road, felt that the Board appeared to just be rushing into appointing 

new legal counsel without additional research from each Commissioner and that the situation did not 

appear very open to citizens. Commissioner Land understood Mr. Hannaka’s concerns and did not want 

to have a lack of transparency, but simply thought most would be familiar with that law firm as it was right 

in town. He was fine with the Commissioners taking time to do their own research on potential firms, Mr. 

Morrison was just his own recommendation. 

Discussion ensued on proceeding with contract negotiations with Mr. Morrison or whether to go 

out for RFPs, as the public seemed to desire that instead. 

Discussion also ensued on the urgency to hire another law firm, potentially hiring interim 

representation, that Attorney A. J. Decker was secondary counsel that the Board could also utilize, and 

how the transfer of information took place between one County Attorney to another. 

The Board agreed to go out for RFQs for law firms and potentially hire an interim attorney until 

permanent counsel was approved. 

County Attorney Prevatt questioned why the Board needed an interim attorney, as his contract 

would not expire until April 25th, at which point a new attorney would be hired. 

It was noted that an interim attorney would only be used if a permanent replacement had not 

been hired by the time County Attorney Prevatt’s contract ended. 

The Board agreed to proceed with the RFQ process and wait on an interim attorney at this time. 

Discussion ensued on changing meeting Board meeting times. 
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Commissioner Hale moved to change the regular Board meeting time to 5:30 p.m. 

Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

The sixteenth item on the agenda was Administrator’s comments and information. 

County Administrator Scott updated the Board on use of the old landfill by the Sheriff’s Office for 

firearms training, the NFEDP meeting, and various other County projects. 

The seventeenth item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments. 

Commissioner Perkins had nothing to discuss. 

Commissioner Mobley thanked everyone for attending. 

Commissioner Land discussed the NFEDP event. 

Commissioner Hale had nothing further to discuss. 

Jimmy Norris, Economic Development Director, thanked everyone for their assistance with the 

NFEDP meeting and briefly discussed a bill introduced by the Senate regarding broadband businesses. 

Chairman White had nothing to discuss. 

Commissioner Perkins moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Hale seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 5:56 p.m. 

 

ATTEST:  

___________________________, DC  _______________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER  FRANKLIN WHITE, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



Agenda Item No.    2 
 
 
Approval of payment of processed invoices. 































































































































CHAIRMAN CALLS FOR  
ADDITIONAL AGENDA ITEMS. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1. _________________________________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. _________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. _________________________________________________________________ 

 
_________________________________________________________________ 



PUBLIC CONCERNS AND COMMENTS 
 

 



ADMINISTRATOR’S COMMENTS AND 
INFORMATION 

 
 



BOARD MEMBERS’ INQUIRIES, REQUESTS 
AND COMMENTS 
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