
SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
JUDICIAL ANNEX BUILDING 
218 PARSHLEY STREET SOUTHWEST 
LIVE OAK, FLORIDA  32064 
 
TENTATIVE AGENDA FOR DECEMBER 19, 2023, AT 5:30 P.M. 
 
Invocation 
Pledge to American Flag 
 
ATTENTION: 
  
• The Board may add additional items to this agenda. 
• Affirmative action on any item includes authorization of the Chairman’s or designee’s signature on 

all associated documents. 
• Individual speakers from the audience will be allowed three (3) minutes to speak following 

recognition by the Chairman and must speak from the podium. Speakers may only make one (1) 
trip to the podium to address concerns regarding all items on the consent agenda. (Filling out of 
Comment Card required, and forward to Chairman or County Administrator.)                                        

• Groups or factions representing a position on a proposition or issue are required to select a single 
representative or spokesperson. The designated representative will be allowed to speak for seven 
(7) minutes following recognition by the Chairman and must speak from the podium. Speakers may 
only make one (1) trip to the podium to address concerns regarding all items on the agenda. (Filling 
out of Comment Card required, and forward to Chairman or County Administrator.)                             

• For general updates or questions regarding County business, contact the County Administrator 
during regular business hours at (386) 364-3400.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

1. a) December 4, 2023 – Special Meeting 
b) December 5, 2023 – Regular Meeting 
c) December 8, 2023 – Special Meeting 

 
 
PUBLIC CONCERNS AND COMMENTS:  
 
 
CONSENT: 
 

2. Approval of payment of processed invoices. 
 

3. Adoption of Resolution setting Fire Preventive Fee Schedule for fire permits, inspections, and 
other service fees. 

 
4. Award bid and authorize the Chairman to execute a contract with LMC Steel for the construction 

of a new aircraft hangar (FDOT #440059) at the Suwannee County Airport, pending County 
Attorney review, and authorize staff to sign all related documents. Budget impact: 100% funded 
by FDOT. 
 



5. Award bid and authorize Chairman to execute a contract with Curt’s Construction in the amount 
of $2,960,478.41 for construction of the Suwannee River Greenway from CR248 to Ichetucknee 
River, pending County Attorney review and authorize staff to execute all related documents. 
Budget impact: 100% funded by FDOT. 

 
6. Approval of Agreement with JBrown Professional Group, Inc. for professional engineering 

services. (RFQ 2023-15, opened on August 15, 2023) 
 

7. Approval of Agreement with Pitman Engineering for professional engineering services. (RFQ 
2023-15, opened on August 15, 2023) 

 
8. Approval of Agreement with North Florida Professional Services, Inc. for professional 

engineering services. (RFQ 2023-15, opened on August 15, 2023) 
 

9. Approval of Subterranean Termite Control and Limited Warranties Agreement with Live Oak 
Pest Control, Inc. for eight (8) county facilities - budgeted item. 

 
10. Authorization to advertise for Request for Qualifications for professional engineering services for 

the Wastewater Facility at the Suwannee County Catalyst site. 
 

11. Authorization to purchase 2024 Ford F-350 Crew Cab 4WD with Knapheide work body in the 
amount of $71,344 from Alan Jay Fleet sales utilizing Sourcewell Contract (formally NJPA) for 
Fire / Rescue. Budgeted item. 
 

12. Authorization to purchase 2023 Ford F150 in the amount of $41,463 from Alan Jay Fleet sales 
utilizing Sourcewell Contract (formally NJPA) for the Road Department. Budget impact: $41,463 
will be paid from the Road Department budget. 

 
13. Declare Wes Haney Chevrolet as a sole source provider and authorize the purchase of a 2023 

Chevrolet Silverado 1500 work truck in the amount of $46,325.00 for the Road Department. 
Budget impact: $17,885 from insurance, remaining balance to be paid from Road Department 
budget. 

 
 
TIME-SPECIFIC ITEMS:  
 

14. At 5:35 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing to consider 
the adoption of a resolution regarding Special Permit Request No. SP-23-12-01 by Russell 
DePratter & Vickie Music DePratter, to be granted a special permit under Section 4.4.5 (B) (14) 
of the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations for a Data Center for 
Bitcoin/Cryptocurrency Mining on property zoned Agriculture-1 (A-1) ). (Ronald Meeks, 
Development Services Director) 

 
15. At 5:35 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, hold a public hearing to consider 

the adoption of a resolution regarding Special Permit for Temporary Use Request No. SPTU-23-
11-01 by Harriette Wells and Curtis Gefrey Humphries, to be granted a special permit for 
temporary use under Section 14.10 of the Suwannee County Land Development Regulations 
for a 5-day Earth Skills Educational Gathering on property zoned Agricultue-1 (A-1). (Ronald 
Meeks, Development Services Director) 

 
 
CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS ITEMS:   



 
 
STAFF ITEMS: 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 
 
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 
 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 

16. Additional Agenda Items. The Chairman calls for additional items.   
 

17. Administrator’s comments and information. 
 

18. Board Members Inquiries, Requests, and Comments.  
 
 
 
 
 



Book 72, Page ?? 
December 4, 2023 

Special Called Meeting 
Airport Conference Room 

Live Oak, Florida 
 

14 

8:00 a.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a 

special called meeting and the following were present: Chairman Travis Land; Commissioner Don Hale; 

and Commissioner Maurice Perkins.  Commissioners Leo Mobley and Franklin White were not present.  

Deputy Clerks Eric Musgrove and Logan Woods and County Administrator Greg Scott were also present. 

Chairman Land called the meeting to order at 8:07 a.m. 

The first item on the agenda was renewal of a resolution declaring a Local State of Emergency 

due to Hurricane Idalia. 

Commissioner Perkins moved to renew a resolution declaring a Local State of Emergency due 

to Hurricane Idalia.  Commissioner Hale seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (3-0).  

(Resolution No. 2023-35-17) 

County Attorney Morrison asked for an additional $25,000 to cover land acquisition expenses. 

Commissioner Perkins moved to authorize $25,000 more into County Attorney Morrison’s land 

acquisition account.  Commissioner Hale seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (3-0). 

County Administrator Scott noted that the State was working on private road debris removal.  He 

noted that this would affect public access private roads, not gated communities, although there may be 

one or two with gates left open that may qualify.  He asked for a list of possible roads. 

Commissioner Hale moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:11 a.m. 

ATTEST:  

___________________________, DC  _______________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER  TRAVIS LAND, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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5:30 p.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a 

regular meeting and the following were present:  Chairman Travis Land and Commissioner Don Hale; 

Commissioner Maurice Perkins; Commissioner Leo Mobley; and Commissioner Franklin White.  Chief 

Deputy Clerk of Finance Keith Gentry; Eric Musgrove, Deputy Clerk; Greg Scott, County Administrator; and 

Adam Morrison, County Attorney, were also present. 

Chairman Land called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and led the invocation and asked 

Commissioner Hale to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

Chairman Land then explained reasons for moving public concerns and comments to the 

beginning of the meeting.  He suggested that the public speak to commissioners prior to the meeting, 

especially about consent items, and it was up to the commissioners to pull an item.  For general business 

items, the public would be given an opportunity to speak. 

PUBLIC CONCERNS AND COMMENTS: 

Mr. Bo Hancock, 6135 Wiggins Road, stated that he had planned on speaking about public 

comments, but Chairman Land had clarified the issue.  He then read into the record a news article claiming 

that the public was only allowed three minutes for the entire meeting and an editorial in the Lake City 

newspaper stating much the same. 

Commissioner White clarified that he had always answered the public’s questions and he didn’t 

have any desire to change that. 

Stacy Griffith, 1013 No Name Road, Branford, noted the Branford Christmas Festival over the 

coming weekend. 
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Mr. Robert Ford, 8896 135th Loop, noted that Heritage Park and Gardens would have Christmas 

at Heritage Park this coming weekend and also a ribbon-cutting event on January 18 to commemorate 

the opening of the Don Hale Cultural Center at Heritage Park. 

Mr. Steve Fontana, 21181 144th Street, asked for clarification on the consent agenda public 

discussion.  He asked how to receive the backup agenda documentation before the meeting.  County 

Administrator Scott and Chairman Land noted that he just had to ask for it, and the information was also 

on the County website. 

Mr. Moses Clepper, 14581 102nd Path, read a quote from Norman Vincent Peale about praise and 

criticism and noted that he was a strong supporter of transparent and open government. 

Mr. Wayne Hannaka, 11883 93rd Road, Live Oak, thanked Chairman Land for his clarification of 

public comments and thanked the County Commission for being very interactive with its citizens. 

Chairman Land noted that he had just clarified the new policy on public comments, not changed 

anything.  He also mentioned that there were times when the Board could not share information with the 

public due to non-disclosure rules, but otherwise were an open book. 

The Board agreed to leave public concerns and comments at the beginning of the meeting, and 

to add proclamations and presentations to the beginning as well. 

MINUTES: 

 The first item on the agenda was to approve the minutes of the November 21, 2023 Regular 

Meeting and November 27, 2023 Special Meeting. 

 Commissioner White moved to approve the minutes of the November 21, 2023 Regular Meeting 

and November 27, 2023 Special Meeting. Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously. 
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CONSENT: 

 The second item on the agenda was to approve payment of $3,443,437.89 in processed invoices. 

The third item on the agenda was approval of a letter in support of the North Florida Economic 

Development Partnership’s application for a Rural Regional Development Grant from Florida Commerce. 

The fourth item on the agenda was approval of Rural Infrastructure Grant Agreement No. D0255 

for construction of a sewer plant at the Catalyst Site, pending County Attorney review and 

recommendation.  (Agreement No. 2024-19) 

The fifth item on the agenda was approval of a Ring Power lease for six (6) CAT 120 motor graders 

for a 2-year term, pending County Attorney review, and authorize the County Administrator to execute 

all associated documents. Budgeted items. (Agreement No. 2023-55) 

The sixth item on the agenda was approval of Florida Division of Emergency Management Grant 

Agreement No. Z3964 for reimbursement of Hurricane Idalia storm expenses, pending County Attorney 

review and assign the County Administrator as the authorized agent for the FDEM grant No. Z3964.  

(Agreement No. 2024-20)  

The seventh item on the agenda was approval of an amendment to the agreement with RailUSA, 

owner of the Florida Gulf & Atlantic Railroad, LLC, regarding a change in Industry Track Inspections and 

GAR 8100 tariff charges associated with annual Switch Maintenance Fees.  Budget impact:  to be funded 

from the Board Professional Services line.  (Agreement No. 2021-67-01) 

The eighth item on the agenda was approval of Addendum No. 3 to the Interlocal Agreement 

between Suwannee County and the Town of Branford for recreational services.  (Agreement No. 2013-

83-03) 
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The ninth item on the agenda was approval of an agreement with Fred Fox Enterprises, Inc. for 

CDBG Housing Grant Administration (FRP No. 2023-07; bids were opened May 30, 2023; award approved 

June 20, 2023).  (Agreement No. 2023-68) 

The tenth item on the agenda was authorization to purchase an LED digital sign from Robson 

Corporation for the First Federal Bank Sportsplex due to damages from Hurricane Idalia.  Budget impact:  

up to $30,000 paid for by First Federal Bank and funds from the insurance claim. 

The eleventh item on the agenda was authorization for the Chairman or his designee to execute 

the Sovereignty Submerged Lands Easement from the Department of Environmental Protection. 

Commissioner Hale moved to approve consent items 2-11.  Commissioner White seconded, and 

the motion carried unanimously. 

CONSITUTIONAL OFFICERS ITEMS: 

 There were none. 

 
STAFF ITEMS: 

 Chairman Land noted that Finance Director Gentry’s 50th birthday was today and the public sang 

Happy Birthday to him. 

Public Safety Director Eddie Hand discussed the Christmas on the Square event held the previous 

weekend and also noted an agreement for a decontamination trailer from Dixie County that he would be 

accepting.  He also noted that there was a shortage of firefighters in Florida and he was looking at changing 

the work schedule for 2024 to one that had seen positive results everywhere it had been instituted. 

 Commissioner Hale asked about the decontamination trailer.  Chief Hand replied that he would 

respond to the counties within the region when there were hazmat incidents, adding that the major 

providers of hazmat were Tallahassee and Gainesville. 
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 Chairman Land stated that Mr. Jimmy Norris, Economic Development Director, had recently 

graduated from a nationwide Advanced Economic Development Leadership program and thanked him for 

his dedication. 

 Mr. Norris thanked the Board for the honor and appreciated their support.  He updated the public 

on a meeting held the previous week by the County Commission and other County staff with the 

Department of Commerce, various presenters, and legislators about grants, legislative priorities, and 

economic development. 

 Discussion ensued on Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative’s work on Broadband since last year 

that was noted at the same meeting. 

COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 

 There were none. 

COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 

 County Attorney Morrison reminded the Board of Commissioner White’s lost bet regarding the 

Florida State-Florida football game. 

 Commissioner White stated, for the record, his realization of Florida State’s dominance and 

superiority for at least the next twelve months in sports. 

 County Attorney Morrison stated that he was served with a letter of intention to sue from Morgan 

& Morgan regarding a citizen who had run into a pile of debris by the side of the road.  The matter had 

been referred to the County’s liability insurance. 
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GENERAL BUSINESS: 

The twelfth item on the agenda was to hear an update from Greg Bailey, North Florida 

Professional Services, Inc. 

Mr. Bailey updated the Board on 80th and 139th construction, 76th Street advertising authorization 

from the State, a pre-construction meeting for Express Street, Greenway Trail construction starting in 

January, 68th Terrace surveys and design layout, bidding was open for potable water main extension, and 

work continued on the Catalyst Site Master Plan. 

Commissioner Hale asked when 76th Street construction would begin if advertised in January.  Mr. 

Bailey replied that it would probably be April before construction began. 

The thirteenth item on the agenda was 2024 Annual Committee Appointments. 

Chairman Land stated that he would leave committee appointments the same as 2023 except 

for the Tourist Development Council, which required the Chairman to serve (see attached sheet). 

Some discussion ensued on if the Chairman must serve on the Suwannee River Economic Council 

Board, but it did not appear that he did. 

The fourteenth item on the agenda was Additional Agenda Items. 

There were none. 

The fifteenth item on the agenda was Administrator’s comments and information. 

County Administrator Scott updated the Board on a notification from Senator Corey Simon’s office 

about approving DOT pickup of Hurricane Idalia debris on private access (non-gated) roads.  The second 

pass of debris was almost complete, but there would be another pass before the project was completed.  

County Administrator Scott noted that 886,000 cubic yards of hurricane-related debris had been removed, 

not including onsite grinding/chipping.  He also noted a legislative day in January and that DOT wished to 

make some changes to the air curtain at the Landfill to allow better burning of debris.  County 
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Administrator Scott discussed upcoming land clearing for Catalyst Site projects and reminded the Board 

of the next meeting to extend the Local State of Emergency on Friday morning.  He thanked the Board for 

their support of economic development that had been recognized at the State conference held the 

previous week and previously discussed by Mr. Norris. 

The sixteenth item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments. 

Commissioner Hale thanked Mr. Norris for his work with economic development and appreciated 

the conference held the previous week. 

Commissioner White reminded the public of the Christmas event in Branford this weekend and 

thanked the Board for attending the previous week’s conference.  He clarified that it was never his 

intention to hide information from the public, but merely to streamline and speed up meetings. 

Commissioner Perkins thanked County staff for their work and noted that the local Police Athletic 

League (PAL) won State championships.  He asked for prayers for the Jessie Philpot family due to his 

untimely death. 

Commissioner Mobley thanked staff and the community for their work and attendance. 

Chairman Land reminded the Board of the Heritage Park and Gardens Christmas Festival this 

weekend and congratulated Finance Director Gentry’s 50th birthday. 

Commissioner White moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Perkins seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 6:29 p.m. 

ATTEST:  

___________________________, DC  _______________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER  TRAVIS LAND, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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2024 Committee Appointments 
Appointed by Chairman on December 5, 2023 

 
Airport       Recreation & Parks   
Maurice Perkins      Travis Land      
Bill Prange        Greg Scott      
Experimental Aircraft Rep.    

Allen Rice     Small County Coalition 
 P.O. Box 653     Maurice Perkins              
              Steinhatchee, Fl 32359    Franklin White  
       Greg Scott 
Development Authority Liaison      
Don Hale      Solid Waste 
Franklin White – Alternate     Franklin White 
       Greg Scott, County Administrator 
Extension (Ag.) Advisory)     Solid Waste Manager 
Leo Mobley      Dennis Rafferty 
        
Fair Board      Suwannee River Economic Council 
Leo Mobley       (Revolving Appt. between member Ctys., SREC will 
Jason Furry      advise) 
       Franklin White 
         
Insurance/Group/Health/Casualty    Suwannee River Task Force 
Franklin White – Non-voting member   Don Hale 
 (Can vote in the case of a tie)    
Sheriff Sam St. John     Suwannee Valley Transit Authority 
Greg Scott      (2 Commissioners per county)  
Paula Pennington – Non-voting Member   Don Hale 
Betty Lawrence      Travis Land 
Eddie Hand       
       Transportation Disadvantage 
Library       Coordinating Board 
Travis Land      Travis Land 
Friends of the Library Rep.      
Greg Scott      Tourist Development Council 
Betty Lawrence      (BOCC Chm. must serve) 
       Travis Land 
Municipal Relations Standing Committee   Franklin White – Alternate Vc. Chr. 
(BOCC Chm. & Vc. Chm.)      
Travis Land      Workforce Development 
Franklin White       Maurice Perkins 
 
North Central Florida Regional      
Planning Council      Affordable Housing Advisory Committee 
Maurice Perkins       Maurice Perkins 
 
North Florida Economic Development Partnership 
Don Hale 
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 8:30 a.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a 

special called meeting and the following were present: Chairman Travis Land; Commissioner Don Hale; 

Commissioner Maurice Perkins; Commissioner Leo Mobley; and Commissioner Franklin White. Deputy 

Clerk Logan Woods and County Administrator Greg Scott were also present. 

Chairman Land called the meeting to order at 8:33 a.m. 

The first item on the agenda was renewal of a resolution declaring a Local State of Emergency 

due to Hurricane Idalia. 

Commissioner White moved to renew a resolution declaring a Local State of Emergency due to 

Hurricane Idalia.  Commissioner Mobley seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Resolution 

No. 2023-35-18) 

County Administrator Scott discussed the bids received for the airport hangar construction, noting 

the low bidder was LMC Steel. He stated that the project was fully funded by FDOT and recommended 

approval of awarding the bid to LMC Steel. Although the contract was ready for Board approval at today’s 

meeting, County Administrator Scott noted that it was not on today's agenda and with the short notice, 

the Board may wish to approve the contract at the next regular meeting to have time to review it. 

Bill Prange, AECOM aviation engineer and project manager, discussed specifics of the building to 

be constructed, noting it was like the ones already at the airport but larger at 60 by 80 feet. 

Chairman Land suggested that the Board address any questions they had to Mr. Prange regarding 

the construction but wait to approve awarding of the bid and approval of the contract as a consent item 

at the next regular Board meeting since it was not on today’s agenda. 

It was noted that there was not an issue with timing and the item could wait for approval until 

the next meeting. 
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Discussion ensued on the bid, bidders, and details of the hangar. 

County Administrator Scott gave an update on the Building Department and the backlog of 

permits due to the high volume they were receiving. With some extra assistance from Marci Douglas, a 

retired Building Department employee, they had been able to work through more of the permits. He 

discussed some of the other issues that delayed permits, such as lack of correct information from the 

public on their applications. 

Discussion ensued on contractors, permits, and online applications that the public could 

download and pre-fill. 

County Administrator Scott stated the new batch of solid waste decals were now being mailed 

out and residents should start receiving them soon. 

Chairman Land asked about debris removal pickup for large stumps left on the sides of the road, 

noting that although they were not the priority, they could become a hazard later. 

Discussion ensued on continuing the Local State of Emergency, debris removal, that tree stumps 

were included in the removal process but required different equipment, and a recent meeting the 

Governor held with various agencies regarding storm recovery and resiliency. 

Commissioner White moved to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Hale seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 a.m. 

 

ATTEST:  

___________________________, DC  _______________________________ 
BARRY A. BAKER  TRAVIS LAND, CHAIRMAN 
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT  SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
  COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



Agenda Item No.    2 
 
 
Approval of payment of processed invoices. 

































































































































































































































































































 

 

 

NFPS Hourly Rate Schedule 
 

DESIGN TEAM RATE 

Principal Engineer (PE) $300.00 

Sr. Professional Engineer (PE) $250.00 

Project Engineer (PE) $190.00 

Jr. Project Engineer (EI) $175.00 

Project Manager $145.00 

Sr. Designer $95.00 

Engineering Technician $85.00 

Sr. CAD/GIS Technician $75.00 

CAD/GIS Technician $65.00 

Sr. GIS Analyst $125.00 

GIS Analyst $90.00 

Sr. GIS Technician $75.00 

  
CONSTRUCTION TEAM RATE 

Sr. Prof. Construction Engineer (PE) $275.00 

Project Administrator $125.00 

Sr. Construction Inspector $95.00 

Construction Inspector $85.00 

Sr. Bridge Inspector $110.00 

Bridge Inspector $95.00 

Material Engineer (PE) $190.00 

Materials Testing/Sampling Tech $95.00 

Field Technician $70.00 

Asphalt Plant Inspector $90.00 
 
 
 
   

SURVEY TEAM RATE 

Professional Surveyor (PSM/PLS) $150.00 

Survey Project Manager $115.00 

Survey Technician $85.00 

3-Man Survey Crew $230.00 

2-Man Survey Crew $185.00 

1-Man Survey Crew $150.00 

Maintenance of Traffic $275.00 

  

BUILDING SERVICES TEAM RATE 

Certified Building Official $125.00 

Building Inspector $100.00 

Plans Reviewer $125.00 

Permitting Specialist $70.00 

  

SUPPORT STAFF & MISC. RATE 

Government Liaison $135.00 

Sr. Land Use Planner $140.00 

Land Use Planner $115.00 

Grant Administrator $110.00 

Contract Support Specialist $95.00 

RCS/EEO Specialist $90.00 

Clerical $60.00 

Water/Wastewater Plant Operator $90.00 

Expert Witness $300.00 
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SUWANNEE COUNTY 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-________ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA GRANTING A PETITION FOR SPECIAL 
PERMIT AS AUTHORIZED UNDER SECTION 4.4.5 (b) (14) OF ORDANCE NO. 92-
11, AS AMENDED, ENTITLED SUWANNEE COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT 
REGULATIONS; APPROVING A SPECIAL PERMIT TO A DATA CENTER FOR 
BITCOIN/CRYPTOCURRENCY MINING ON PROPERTY ZONED 
AGRICULTURE-1 ON CERTAIN LANDS WITHIN THE UNINCORPORATED 
AREA OF SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; REPEALING RESOLUTIONS IN 
CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
 WHERAS, Ordinance No. 92-11, entitled Suwannee County Land Development 
Regulations and hereinafter referred to as County’s Land Development Regulations, 
empowers the Board of County Commissioners of Suwannee County, Florida hereinafter 
referred to as the Board of County Commissioners, to approve, approve with conditions 
or deny special permits, as authorized under Section14.6.1.1 of the County’s Land 
Development Regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an application, Special Permit Request No. SP-23-12-01, to 
construct a data center for bitcoin/cryptocurrency mining has been filed with the County; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has found that it is empowered 
under Section 14.6.1.1 of the County’s Zoning Regulations to approve, deny, or 
conditionally approve the petition on property zoned A-1; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that 
the granting of the petition for the above stated special permit would promote the health, 
safety, morals, order, comfort, convenience, appearance, prosperity or general welfare; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that: 
 

a) The petitioner has proposed ingress and egress to the property and proposed 
structures thereon for automotive and pedestrian safety and convenience, in a 
manner that will not have an undue adverse impact on traffic flow or control, and 
access in case of fire or catastrophe; 

b) The petitioner has proposed off street parking and loading areas, where required, 
with particular attention to the items in and above the economic, noise, glare, or 
odor effects of the special permit on adjoining properties and properties in the 
district; 

c) The petitioner has proposed refuse and service areas, with particular reference to 
the items; 



d) The petitioner has proposed utilities, with reference to locations, availability, and 
compatibility; 

e) The petitioner has proposed screening and buffering, with reference to type, size, 
and character which meets the minimum requirements for screening and 
buffering; 

f) The petitioner has proposed signs,  and proposed exterior lighting with reference 
to glare, traffic safety, economic effects, and compatibility and harmony with 
properties in the district; 

g) The petitioner has proposed yards and other open space which meets the 
minimum requirements for yards and other open space; 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that 

the special permit is generally compatible with adjacent properties, other property in the 
district, and natural resources, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that 
a) The proposed use would be in conformance with the County’s Comprehensive           

Plan; 
b) The proposed use is compatible with the established land use pattern; 
c) The proposed use will not materially alter the population density pattern and 

thereby increase or overtax the load on public facilities such as schools, 
utilities, and streets; 

d) Changed or changing conditions make the proposed use advantageous to the 
community and the neighborhood; 

e) The proposed use will not have an undue adverse influence on living 
conditions in the neighborhood; 

f) The proposed use will not create or excessively increase traffic congestion or 
otherwise affect public safety; 

g) The proposed use will not create a drainage problem; 
h) The proposed use will not seriously reduce light and air to adjacent areas; 
i) The proposed use will not affect property values in the area; 
j) The proposed use will not be a deterrent to the improvement or development 

of adjacent property in accord with existing regulations; 
k) The proposed use is not out of scale with the needs of the neighborhood or the 

community; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, THAT 
 

 Section 1.  Pursuant to a petition by Russell DePratter and Vickie Music DePratter to 
build a data center for bitcoin/cryptocurrency mining on property zoned A-1 on certain 
lands within the County as described as follows: 

 
SW1/4 LESS 2 ACRES R/W LESS S 3/4 OF S1/2 OF S1/2 OF SW1/4 Containing 130 
acres more or less located in Section 26, Township 1 South Range 12 East, Suwannee 
County, Florida. 



 
The Board of County Commissioners approves a special permit for said property, 
subject to the conditions if any listed on Attachment 1. 
 
Section 2.  All resolutions in conflict with this resolution are hereby repealed to the 
extent of such conflict. 
 
Section 3.  This resolution shall become effective upon adoption by the board of 
County Commissioners. 
 
DULY ADOPTED  in session this 19th day of December  2023 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
 
 

By____________________________________ 
                                                                    Travis Land, Chairman          

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 

Barry Baker, Clerk             
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 















SUWANNEE COUNTY 
RESOLUTION NO. 2024-________ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA GRANTING A PETITION FOR SPECIAL 
PERMIT FOR TEMPORARY USE AS AUTHORIZED UNDER SECTION 14.10.1 OF 
ORDANCE NO. 92-11, AS AMENDED, ENTITLED SUWANNEE COUNTY LAND 
DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS; APPROVING A SPECIAL PERMIT FOR 
TEMPORARY USE TO ALLOW A EDUCATIONAL EARTH SKILLS GATHERING 
ON PROPERTY ZONED AGRICULTURE-1 ON CERTAIN LANDS WITHIN THE 
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA; REPEALING 
RESOLUTIONS IN CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
 WHERAS, Ordinance No. 92-11, entitled Suwannee County Land Development 
Regulations and hereinafter referred to as County’s Land Development Regulations, 
empowers the Board of County Commissioners of Suwannee County, Florida hereinafter 
referred to as the Board of County Commissioners, to approve, approve with conditions 
or deny special permits for temporary use, as authorized under Section14.10.1 of the 
County’s Land Development Regulations; and 
 
 WHEREAS, an application, Special Permit for Temporary Use Request No. 
SPTU-23-11-01, to hold an Educational Earth Skills Gathering, has been filed with the 
County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has found that it is empowered 
under Section 14.10.1 of the County’s Zoning Regulations to approve, deny, or 
conditionally approve the petition for temporary use on property zoned A-1; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that 
the granting of the petition for the above stated special permit for temporary use would 
promote the health, safety, morals, order, comfort, convenience, appearance, prosperity 
or general welfare; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that: 
 

a) The petitioner has proposed ingress and egress to the property and proposed 
structures thereon for automotive and pedestrian safety and convenience, in a 
manner that will not have an undue adverse impact on traffic flow or control, and 
access in case of fire or catastrophe; 

b) The petitioner has proposed off street parking and loading areas, where required, 
with particular attention to the items in and above the economic, noise, glare, or 
odor effects of the special permit on adjoining properties and properties in the 
district 

c) The petitioner has proposed refuse and service areas, with particular reference to 
the items 



d) The petitioner has proposed utilities, with reference to locations, availability, and 
compatibility. 

e) The petitioner has proposed screening and buffering, with reference to type, size, 
and character which meets the minimum requirements for screening and buffering 

f) The petitioner has proposed signs, and proposed exterior lighting with reference 
to glare, traffic safety, economic effects, and compatibility and harmony with 
properties in the district 

g) The petitioner has proposed yards and other open space which meet s the 
minimum requirements for yards and other open space 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that 

the special permit for temporary use is generally compatible with adjacent properties, 
other property in the district, and natural resources, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has determined and found that 
a) The proposed use would be in conformance with the County’s Comprehensive           

Plan; 
b) The proposed use is compatible with the established land use pattern; 
c) The proposed use will not materially alter the population density pattern and 

thereby increase or overtax the load on public facilities such as schools, 
utilities, and streets 

d) Changed or changing conditions make the proposed use advantageous to the 
community and the neighborhood 

e) The proposed use will not have an undue adverse influence on living 
conditions in the neighborhood; 

f) The proposed use will not create or excessively increase traffic congestion or 
otherwise affect public safety 

g) The proposed use will not create a drainage problem 
h) The proposed use will not seriously reduce light and air to adjacent areas 
i) The proposed use will not affect property values in the area 
j) The proposed use will not be a deterrent to the improvement or development 

of adjacent property in accord with existing regulations 
k) The proposed use is not out of scale with the needs of the neighborhood or the 

community 
 

WHEREAS, the petitioner obtained a recommendation of approval from the 
Planning & Zoning Board on November 30, 2023. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, THAT 
 

 Section 1.  Pursuant to a petition by Harriette Wells and Curtis Gefrey Humphries for 
an Educational Earth Skills Gathering on property zoned A-1 on certain lands within 
the County as described as follows: 
 



FOR POINT OF REFERENCE COMMENCE AT THE NW CORNER OF SE1/4 OF 
SECTION19 TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH RANGE 14 EAST SUWANNEE COUNTY, FL  
RUN N 88 DEG 27'33" E ALONG N LINE OF SE1/4 A DISTANCE OF 1217. 15 FT 
TO THE NW CORNER OF OBRIEN CEMETERY AND RUN S 00 DEG 28'49" E 
267.12 FT RUN N 88 DEG 26'58" E 742.84 FT TO POB RUN N 00 DEG 50'55" W 
266.97 FT TO THE N LINE OF SE 1/4 RUN N 88 DEG 27'33" E 693.71 FT TO THE 
NE CORNER OF SE1/4 RUN S 01 DEG 25'07" E ALONG SAID E LINE OF SE1/4 
353.09 FT RUN N 88 DEG 18'51" W 390.99 FT RUN S 23 DEG 20'34" W 112.95 FT 
RUN S 00 DEG 12'24" E 890.88 FT TO A POINT ON THE S LINE OF N1/2 OF SE1/4 
RUN S 88 DEG 28'08" W 239.81 RUN N 01 DEG 25'07" W 1057.20 FT TO POB. 7.87 
ACRES 
 
 FOR POINT OF BEGINING COMMENCE AT THE NW COR OF S1/2 OF SE1/4 OF 
SECTION 19 TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH RANGE 14 EAST SUWANNEE COUNTY, FL 
AND RUN N 88 DEG 28'08" E ALONG THE N LINE OF SAID S1/2 OF SE1/4 A 
DISTANCE OF 2194.04 FT RUN S 00 DEG 12'24" E 38.72 FT RUN S 18 DEG 03'34" 
E 812.56 FT RUN N 88 DEG 18'21" E TO THE E LINE OF SAID S1/2 OF SE1/4 RUN 
S 01 DEG 25'07" E TO THE SE CORNER OF SE1/4 RUN S 88 DEG 28'44" W 
ALONG SAID S LINE OF SAID SE1/4 A DISTANCE OF 2649.23 FT TO THE SW 
COR OF SAID SE1/4 RUN N 01 DEG 28'41" W ALONG SAID W LINE OF SAID 
SE1/4 A DISTANCE OF 1323.81 FT TO POB.  71.6 ACRES 
 
FOR POINT OF BEGINING COMMENCE AT THE SW OF SW1/4 OF SECTION 19 
TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH RANGE 14 EAST, SUWANNEE COUNTY FL AND RUN N 
88 DEG 43'01" E 1239.94 FT TO A POINTT 83.59 FT W OF THE SE COR OF SW1/4 
OF SW1/4 RUN N 01 DEG 27'05" W 821.35 FT RUN S 88 DEG 45'49" W 356.39 FT 
RUN N 01 DEG 25'46" W 504.00 FT TO THE N LINE OF SAID SW1/4 OF SW1/4 
RUN S 86 DEG 03'29" W 229.70 FT RUN S 89 DEG 30'49" W 219.37 FT RUN S 03 
DEG 02'49" E 144 .86 FT RUN S 30 DEG 11'03" W 781.06 FT RUN S 88 DEG 18'21" 
W TO THE W LINE OF SAID SW1/4 OF SW1/4 RUN S 01 DEG 25'07" E TO THE 
SW COR OF SW1/4 OF SW1/4 FOR POB. 28.73 ACRES  
 
FOR POBINT OF BEGINNING COMMENCE AT THE NW CORRNER OF SW1/4 OF 
SECTION 19 TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH RANGE 14 EAST & RUN N 88 DEG 42'37" E 
ALONG N LINE OF SAID SW1/4 A DISTANCE OF 914.01 FT TO THE W LINE OF 
TRACT 2 TOWN OF OBRIEN RUN S 06 DEG 17'28" E 11.85 FT RUN N 86 DEG 
57'29" E ALONG S LINE OF TRACT 2 & 1 TOWN OF OBRIEN A DISTANCE OF 
192.55 FT RUN S 07 DEG 45'23" E A DISTANCE OF 686.47 FT RUN S 87 DEG 
46'51" W 518.00 FT RUN S 00 DEG 28'32" 645. 12 FT RUN S 89 DEG 30'49" W 
219.37 FT RUN S 86 DEG 51'22" W 11.78 FT RUN N 24 DEG 32'37" W 119.10 FT 
RUN N 01 DEG 57'00" W 438.48 FT RUN N 17 DEG 03'54" W 432.62 FT RUN N 88 
DEG 18'51" W 255.53 FT TO THE W LINE OF SW1/4 RUN N 01 DEG 25'07" W 
353.09 FT TO THE POB. 18.65 ACRES 
 
FOR POINT OF REFERENCE  COMMENCE AT THE NW COR OF SW1/4 OF 
SECTION 19 TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH RANGE 14 EAST SUWANNEE COUNTY, FL 



RUN S 01 DEG 25'07" E ALONG THE W LINE OF SAID SW1/4 A DISTANCE OF 
353.09 FT TO POB RUN S 88 DEG 18 '51" E 255.53 FT RUN S 17 DEG 03'54 " E 
432.62 FT RUN S 01 DEG 57'00" E 438.48 FT RUN S 24 DEG 32'37" E 119.10 FT 
RUN N 86 DEG 51'22" E 11. 78 FT RUN S 03 DEG 02'49" E 144.86 FT RUN S 30 
DEG 11'03" W 781.06 FT RUN S 88 DEG 18'21" W TO THE W LINE OF SAID SW1/4 
RUN N 01 DEG 25'07" W ALONG THE W LINE OF SAID SW1/4 TO THE POB. 
15.46 ACRES 
 
FOR POINT OF REFERENCE COMMENCE AT THE NE COR OF SE1/4 OF 
SECTION 19 TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH RANGE 14 EAST SUWANNEE COUNTY, FL 
AND  RUN S 01 DEG 25'07" E ALONG THE E LINE OF SAID SE1/4 A DISTANCE 
OF 353.09 FT TO POB RUN N 88 DEG 18 '51" W 390.99 FT RUN S 23 DEG 20'34 " 
W 112.95 FT RUN S 00 DEG 12'24" E 929.60 FT RUN S 18 DEG 03'34" E 812.56 FT 
RUN N 88 DEG 18'21" E TO THE E LINE OF SE1/4 RUN N 01 DEG 25 '07" W 
ALONG THE E LINE OF SE1/4 TO THE POB. 18.68 ACRES 

 
  
The Board of County Commissioners approves a special permit for temporary use for a 
Educational Earth Skills Gathering starting February 13, 2024 and ending February 18, 
2024 for said property, subject to the conditions if any listed on Attachment 1. 
 
Section 2.  All resolutions in conflict with this resolution are hereby repealed to the 
extent of such conflict. 
 
Section 3.  This resolution shall become effective upon adoption by the board of 
County Commissioners. 
 
 
 
 

   DULY ADOPTED  in session this 19th day of December  2023 
 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
 
 

By____________________________________ 
                                                                    Travis Land, Chairman          

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 

Barry Baker, Clerk             
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