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5:00 p.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a 

regular meeting and the following were present:  Chairman Franklin White; Commissioner Don Hale; 

Commissioner Clyde Fleming; Commissioner Travis Land; and Commissioner Len Stapleton. Keith Gentry, 

Clerk Finance Director; Eric Musgrove and Logan Woods, Deputy Clerks; Randy Harris, County 

Administrator; and James W. Prevatt, Jr., County Attorney, were also present. 

Chairman White called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. and asked Commissioner Hale to lead 

the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

MINUTES: 

 The first item on the agenda was to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2022 Regular meeting; 

May 18, 2022 Professional Engineering Services Tabulation meeting; and May 24, 2022 Special meeting. 

Commissioner Land moved to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2022 Regular meeting; May 

18, 2022 Professional Engineering Services Tabulation meeting; and May 24, 2022 Special meeting, as 

written.  Commissioner Stapleton seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

CONSENT: 

Chairman White stated that items eleven and twelve were pulled for discussion. 

The second item on the agenda was to approve payment of $5,549,867.79 in processed invoices. 

The third item on the agenda was to approve date, time, and location for budget workshops. 

The fourth item on the agenda was to approve date, time, and location of a workshop to discuss 

minimum wage, solid waste, and ideas on increasing economic development. 

The fifth item on the agenda was to approve an amendment to the Business Incentive Grant 

Agreement for Futch/Crystal Tractor.  (Agreement No. 2022-11-01) 
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The sixth item on the agenda was to approve a Traffic Signal Maintenance and Compensation 

Agreement with the Florida Department of Transportation and adoption of an enabling resolution.  

(Agreement No. 2022-75 and Resolution No. 2022-38) 

The seventh item on the agenda was to approve a Task Order with North Florida Professional 

Services, Inc. for engineering services associated with resurfacing of 68th Terrace.  Budget impact:  $9,800; 

budgeted item.  (Agreement No. 2022-76) 

The eighth item on the agenda was to approve a Release of Lien with Jennifer Wisenbaker, State 

Housing Initiatives Partnership Program.  (Agreement No. 2022-77) 

The ninth item on the agenda was to approve a Task Order with Dewberry Engineering, Inc. for 

construction engineering inspection services associated with reconstruction of Wideman Street from SR 

247 to Feed Mill Avenue.  Budget impact:  funded by FDOT.  (Agreement No. 2022-78) 

The tenth item on the agenda was to approve a Task Order with Dewberry Engineering, Inc. for 

construction engineering inspection services associated with reconstruction of Carter Avenue from Drane 

Street to Braughton Street.  Budget impact:  funded by FDOT.  (Agreement No. 2022-79) 

The eleventh item on the agenda was authorization to waive the bid bond requirement for 

Peacock Lake Boat Ramp improvements, award a bid and authorize the Chairman to execute a contract 

with The Oak Group, LLC (pending County Attorney review), and allow staff to execute all associated 

documents.  Budget impact:  funded from grant proceeds.  (Bid No. 2022-21; bids were opened April 26, 

2022) 

This item was pulled from the consent agenda for discussion. 

The twelfth item on the agenda was authorization to purchase approximately 32 acres in O’Brien. 

This item was pulled from the consent agenda for discussion. 
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The thirteenth item on the agenda was to award a bid and authorize the Chairman to execute a 

contract with Hoff Enterprises, Inc. in the amount of $24,101.70 for installation of audio and video 

cameras at the Judicial Annex.  (Bid No. 2022-22; bids were opened May 24, 2022).  (Agreement No. 2022-

80) 

The fourteenth item on the agenda was authorization to reject the single bid received for the 

construction of a concrete drainage ditch on 105th Road.  (Bid No. 2022-10, bids were opened on May 31, 

2022) 

The fifteenth item on the agenda was authorization to negotiate rates with North Florida 

Professional Services, Inc. for professional engineering services associated with reconstruction and paving 

design of 76th Street.  Budget impact:  funded by FDOT.  (RFQ 2022-17; quotes were opened on April 12, 

2022 and the score tabulated on May 18, 2022) 

Commissioner Fleming moved to approve consent items 2-10 and 13-15.  Commissioner Hale 

seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

The eleventh item on the agenda was authorization to waive the bid bond requirement for 

Peacock Lake Boat Ramp improvements, award a bid and authorize the Chairman to execute a contract 

with The Oak Group, LLC (pending County Attorney review), and allow staff to execute all associated 

documents.  Budget impact:  funded from grant proceeds.  (Bid No. 2022-21; bids were opened April 26, 

2022) 

It was noted that this item was pulled from the agenda for discussion at a later meeting. 

The twelfth item on the agenda was authorization to purchase approximately 32 acres in O’Brien. 

Chairman White stated that he had been working to purchase property on the south end of the 

County, and the 32-acre tract was located next to the rodeo arena.  He hoped to have a covered arena 

built upon the property to help with economic development in the area.  Chairman White noted that the 
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property’s appraisal had come in at $364,000, and the owner, Scott Ware, had originally asked $451,000; 

however, negotiations brought the price down to $400,000. 

Commissioner Fleming supported Chairman White’s efforts to provide more County property in 

the south end of the County. 

Some discussion ensued on the history of the rodeo arena and the house currently on the 

property.  It was also noted that the proposed closing date would be in early October, and the property 

was within the 10% above appraisal that required an affirmative vote by four commissioners to pass. 

Commissioner Land agreed with much of what had been said, further discussed the need for 

property in the area, and commented upon certain stipulations included in the offer. 

Commissioner Stapleton moved to purchase approximately 32 acres in O’Brien next to the 

rodeo arena for $400,000.  Commissioner Fleming seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

TIME-SPECIFIC ITEMS: 

The sixteenth item on the agenda was at 5:05 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be 

heard, to hold a public hearing to consider adoption of an ordinance amending Chapter 10 (of the Code 

of Ordinances), Amusements and Entertainments, by deleting the entirety of Article III (Internet Cafes), 

and creating and adding a new Article III (Simulated Gambling Devices); setting forth findings of fact; 

providing definitions; providing for a prohibition against the use of simulated gambling devices in the 

unincorporated areas of Suwannee County; providing exemptions; providing for conflict with State laws; 

providing for enforcement and penalties; providing for inclusion in the County code; providing for the 

repeal of conflicting ordinances; providing for severability; and setting an effective date. 

Chairman White opened the public hearing. 
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County Attorney Prevatt stated that the ordinance had been a long time in coming and that a 

corrected version was before the Board for approval.  He added that he had worked closely with Columbia 

County and the City of Live Oak so that the language of the ordinance was similar.  County Attorney Prevatt 

then swore in all those wishing to speak. 

Chairman White opened the floor to public comments. 

Mr. Wayne Hannaka, 11883 93rd Road, thanked the Board, and especially Commissioner 

Stapleton, for their support in shutting down illegal gambling. 

Chairman White closed the floor to public comments. 

Commissioner Stapleton moved to approve an ordinance amending Chapter 10 (of the Code of 

Ordinances), Amusements and Entertainments, by deleting the entirety of Article III (Internet Cafes), 

and creating and adding a new Article III (Simulated Gambling Devices); setting forth findings of fact; 

providing definitions; providing for a prohibition against the use of simulated gambling devices in the 

unincorporated areas of Suwannee County; providing exemptions; providing for conflict with State 

laws; providing for enforcement and penalties; providing for inclusion in the County code; providing for 

the repeal of conflicting ordinances; providing for severability; and setting an effective date. 

Commissioner Fleming seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.  (Ordinance No. 2022-07) 

Chairman White closed the public hearing. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

 The seventeenth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, offers on surplus 

property located in Branford, Parcel ID No. 17-06S-14E-04137-450001. 

 County Administrator Harris stated that the Board had established a minimum price for the 

property of $90,000, and one bid had been received for $90,000. 
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 Commissioner Land moved to approve an offer of $90,000 on surplus property located in 

Branford, Parcel ID No. 17-06S-14E-04137-450001.  Commissioner Stapleton seconded, and the motion 

carried unanimously. 

The eighteenth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, offers on surplus 

property located on 112th Street, Parcel ID No. 12-03S-13E-08610-000000. 

 County Administrator Harris stated that the Board had previously established a price of $6,500 

per acre, and the two bids did not come anywhere near that amount per acre.  He added that proceeds 

from land sales would go into a line item to help purchase other land that the County needed. 

 Commissioner Land asked for the appraised amount of the property, and County Administrator 

Harris replied that it was $475,000 for the 120 acres. 

 Commissioner Land stated that the Board had hoped for a higher bid amount, but the high bid of 

$495,000 was higher than the appraised value and the County was looking to purchase further property.  

He added that there were indications that there would be an economic downturn in the near future and 

he was open to accepting the higher bid. 

 Chairman White asked for options.  County Attorney Prevatt stated that the Board could reject all 

bids and relist, or it could accept one of the bids. 

 Commissioner Stapleton was hesitant to take the higher offer because he felt that it was not a 

wise use of taxpayer money, since the property was in a prime location and would only increase in value. 

 Commissioner Fleming stated that he would like to receive more money for the property than 

what had been offered. 

 Chairman White suggested reducing the price per acre to approximately $5,500. 
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 Commissioner Hale did not disagree with the comments made by the Board members, adding 

that if the County had just paid top-dollar for two properties earlier in the meeting, then a private citizen 

should pay top-dollar for the property advertised by the County. 

 Discussion ensued on the property, comparing it to the others that had just been purchased by 

the County, and the desired price versus the appraised value. 

 Mr. Don Wainwright, 7173 61st Road, stated that he knew of people who had not bid on the 

property because of the high price per acre asked by the County.  He suggested readvertising with a lower 

suggested price per acre and then accepting the high bid. 

 County Attorney Prevatt cautioned the Board about not establishing a base bid; otherwise, the 

County would need to accept the high bid, even if it was far below the appraised value. 

 The Board discussed lowering the asking price to $5,500 per acre and then addressed the issue of 

minimum bids versus open bids. 

 Commissioner Fleming reiterated that he did not want to sell the property, but if the rest of the 

Commissioners chose to do so, that it receive the highest offer possible. 

 County Administrator Harris stated that the Board had not been able to purchase property for 

lower than $5,000 per acre and suggested that the Board continue with their current process. 

Commissioner Land moved to reject all bids on surplus property located on 112th Street, Parcel 

ID No. 12-03S-13E-08610-000000, and readvertise the property for thirty days at an established base 

offer of $5,250 per acre.  Commissioner Hale seconded, and after discussion, the motion carried 

unanimously. 

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, construction of a 

pole barn located at Public Works. 
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County Administrator Harris stated that all bids received were higher than the budgeted amount 

of $50,000.  However, he had set aside $140,000 for another building on the property and suggested using 

that funding to help pay for the increase price of the pole barn.  County Administrator Harris noted a 

quote for $53,800 from Jim’s Complete Construction that did not line up with other figures, and after 

further research and contacting of the company, had determined that the $53,800 was in error, and 

should actually be $85,811.  County Administrator Harris had told the Company that the County did not 

generally accept revised numbers after the quotes had been opened. 

Commissioner Land asked for clarification of the differences between Options 1, 2, and 3.  County 

Administrator Harris discussed the specifics of the option differences, which went from all wood to all 

metal, and noted that McInnis Services, DBA LMC Steel had shifted their option numbers. 

Further discussion ensued on the bids and the budgeted amount of $50,000. 

Commissioner Land suggested delaying a decision until the next meeting in order to get further 

information and clarification from the bidders. 

The Board agreed to hold off on a decision on the pole barn until County Administrator Harris 

could gather further information and clarification from the bidders (agenda item was revisited near the 

end of the meeting, after County Attorney Items). 

 The twentieth item on the agenda was Additional Agenda Items. 

There were four additional agenda items: 

The first additional agenda item was to discuss utilities for properties adjacent to 68th Terrace. 

County Administrator Harris stated that a meeting was scheduled the following morning about a 

joint venture with the City of Live Oak for utilities expansion from the Bypass Road (72nd Trace) north to 

Interstate I-10.  He suggested that depending upon the outcome of the meeting, he be given authorization 

to pursue grant opportunities for expansion of utilities. 
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County Attorney Prevatt clarified that additional utilities around 68th Terrace was specifically 

discussed in the agenda, but the item should include authorization to pursue grant opportunities for 

utilities expansion in general. 

County Administrator Harris stated that 68th Terrace was just one of the sites being discussed and 

did not want to limit the opportunities to 68th Terrace. 

Discussion ensued on how to word the motion so as to not limit the County Administrator’s work 

and possible grant opportunities in other locations. 

Commissioner Hale moved to authorize County Administrator Harris to pursue grant 

opportunities for utilities expansion in the general area north of the Live Oak city limits in the vicinity 

of the US 129/I-10 interchange.  Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

The second additional agenda item was to approve Modification No. 5 to a Subgrant Agreement 

with the Department of Economic Opportunity regarding a CDBG-ED grant (rail spur at Catalyst Site) 

(#17DB-OH-03-71-01-E06; time extension to January 11, 2023). 

County Administrator Harris stated that the biggest change in the modification was to extend the 

time to close out the project, but there were also changes in sawmill ownership and the auditing period 

for job creation numbers.  He added that construction of the rail spur was complete. 

Commissioner Fleming moved to approve Modification No. 5 to a Subgrant Agreement with the 

Department of Economic Opportunity regarding a CDBG-ED grant (rail spur at Catalyst Site) (#17DB-OH-

03-71-01-E06; time extension to January 11, 2023).  Commissioner Hale seconded, and the motion 

carried unanimously.  (Agreement No. 2017-07-05) 

The third additional agenda item was to approve a Task Order with North Florida Professional 

Services, Inc. in the amount of $68,000 for services associated with the Davis-Bacon Act as required for 

the CR 137 utility extension project.  Budget impact:  to be paid from ARPA funds. 
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County Administrator Harris stated that the Task Order was a requirement for Federal funding. 

After questioning by Chairman White, County Attorney Prevatt stated that there were some 

scriveners’ errors that needed to be corrected. 

Chairman White and Commissioner Land believed that the Board had already approved the Davis-

Bacon Act requirements for CR 137. 

The Board pulled the item from the agenda for further review, to return at a later date. 

The fourth additional agenda item was to discuss holding public hearings for Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Housing and Urban Development (HUD) housing. 

County Administrator Harris stated that the County Office was again looking into housing 

assistance programs through CDBGs, which would require two public hearings that could not be held in 

the same week.  He added that Fox Enterprises, the third-party CDBG administrator, would not be 

available on Tuesdays but offered other dates as potential public hearing dates. 

The Board discussed when to schedule the public hearings. 

The Board agreed to hold the public hearings related to HUD-CDBG housing grants on June 22nd 

at 9:30 a.m. and July 6th at 9:30 a.m. 

COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 

County Attorney Prevatt stated that there had been several opioid settlements over the past few 

months, and he had received a request to verify outside legal counsel during the litigation. 

Commissioner Land moved to authorize County Attorney Prevatt to respond to requests to 

verify outside legal counsel during the opioid litigation.  Commissioner Hale seconded, and the motion 

carried unanimously. 
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County Attorney Prevatt discussed acquiring easements on CR 137, noting that four of the original 

nine property owners sought compensation for the easements.  After negotiations, the Howard property 

settlement was determined to be $10,000.  County Attorney Prevatt added that he was asking for a side 

agreement to allow the property owner to use his existing well and septic until they no longer functioned, 

at which time he would need to hook up to the public utilities that were now being constructed. 

Commissioner Stapleton asked if there was anything that property owners adjoining the public 

utilities needed to do to accept the exception of using their own well and septic systems until they no 

longer functioned.  County Attorney Prevatt replied that it would depend upon where the well and septic 

were located on the property, but they should not be required to file further paperwork. 

Commissioner Stapleton moved to approve a settlement with the Howard property in the 

amount of $10,000 for an easement and damage to the property along CR 137, with a side agreement 

allowing the use of the current well and septic until they no longer functioned.  Commissioner Fleming 

seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

County Administrator Harris suggested authorizing release of payment from the Clerk’s Office for 

the settlement.  County Attorney Prevatt stated that authorization for this and the other settlements 

would be his fourth item of the evening, and then noted that the second CR 137 property under 

consideration for a settlement was the Saines property, for $20,000. 

Commissioner Land moved to approve a settlement with the Saines property in the amount of 

$20,000 for an easement and damage to the property along CR 137, with a side agreement allowing the 

use of the current well and septic until they no longer functioned.  Commissioner Stapleton seconded, 

and the motion carried unanimously. 
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County Attorney Prevatt stated that the third CR 137 property under consideration for a 

settlement was the Posen property, with a suggested settlement price of $45,000.  He added that he had 

not yet heard back from the Posen’s attorney, and then further discussed the specifics of the proposal. 

Discussion ensued on the fourth property in question, which had been sold just as the settlement 

was being finalized. 

County Attorney Prevatt hoped to have a settlement on the fourth property in the near future. 

Commissioner Fleming moved to authorize the County Attorney to approve a settlement with 

the Posen property in the amount of $45,000 for an easement and damage to the property along CR 

137, with a side agreement allowing the use of the current well and septic until they no longer 

functioned.  Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

County Attorney Prevatt stated that his last item was to have authorization for the Clerk’s office 

to release checks for the CR 137 settlements upon his request to do so. 

Commissioner Land moved to have the Clerk’s Office release the checks for the CR 137 

settlements once a request was submitted by County Attorney Prevatt.  Commissioner Hale seconded, 

and the motion carried unanimously. 

As further information had been received on agenda item nineteen, Chairman White returned to 

a discussion of it. 

The nineteenth item on the agenda was to discuss, with possible Board action, construction of a 

pole barn located at Public Works. 

County Administrator Harris stated that he had received clarification during the meeting about 

the pole barn proposed by McInnis Construction for $127,850, that was in fact for a total red iron building. 

Discussion ensued on the barn. 
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County Administrator Harris suggested that the $93,269 pole barn with steel open-web trusses 

and steel roof purlins would be a better investment than a pre-engineered building or one built wooden 

trusses and roof purlins. 

Commissioner Stapleton moved to accept the bid (and award contract) from McInnis 

Construction for a wooden pole barn for $93,269 with steel open-web trusses and steel roof purlins (Bid 

No. 2022-23; bids were opened May 31, 2022).  Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously. (Agreement No. 2022-83) 

The twenty-first item on the agenda was public concerns and comments. 

Mr. Bo Hancock, 6135 Wiggins Road, asked for the public’s benefit about specific dates for the 

budget workshops and minimum wage, solid waste, and economic development workshop that were 

approved under agenda items three and four without comment, as the specific dates were not included 

on the agenda (although they were listed in the agenda packet). 

Chairman White stated for the public’s benefit that the budget workshops would be held on 

August 3rd and 4th at 9 a.m. at the Judicial Annex and the workshop for minimum wage, solid waste, and 

economic development would be held on June 15th at 9 a.m. at the Judicial Annex. 

Mr. Greg Scott, Parks and Recreation Director/Airport Manager, updated the Board on various 

Parks and Recreation events that had been held or would be held in the near future. 

Mr. Vince Smith, 9194 132nd Terrace, thanked the Board for their work on eliminating gambling in 

Suwannee County.  He also discussed a letter signed by the entire Board and submitted to the Suwannee 

River Water Management District recently regarding economic development, noting that he was very 

concerned that it had opened up the County to a potential lawsuit.  Mr. Smith reminded the Board of 

major flooding in Live Oak after Tropical Storm Debby (2012) and believed that future flooding caused by 

the Board’s suggestions related to 72nd Terrace would cause more death and destruction. 
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Chairman White stated that the letter was focused on the Suwannee River Water Management 

District’s actions as a whole, not specifically around Live Oak or 72nd Trace.  He added that SRWMD 

required twice the amount of water retention space as any other Water District in the State, and that the 

County had tried to address the problem in workshops and meetings before sending the letter. 

Chief Eddie Hand, Public Safety Director, commended two of his employees for their work at a 

patient’s house after he had a medical emergency. 

Mr. Moses Clepper, 14581 102nd Path, asked about the just-approved gambling ordinance and 

how it related to charitable and non-profit organizations holding bingo games, poker, and the like.  County 

Attorney Prevatt replied that the ordinance did provide for such organizations to operate with certain 

limits such as no more than twice per year and to notify the Sheriff’s Office. 

Discussion ensued on the legality of bingo games, poker, and the like under past and current 

Suwannee County laws. 

County Attorney Prevatt clarified that the gambling ordinance only affected electronic or 

simulated gambling devices and would not affect games of poker or bingo played with cards and chips. 

Mr. Clepper suggested that the County look into camouflaged cell phone towers, as he had 

suggested in several previous meetings, and he was also concerned with how the Board had set up the 

pole barn advertisement without exact specifications.  Mr. Clepper was also troubled with the high price 

paid for the property in O’Brien by the rodeo arena. 

Commissioner Fleming left the meeting at 6:51 p.m. 

Mr. Clepper expressed his further apprehension with how much it would cost to buy the rodeo 

arena property in O’Brien in the near future, if the owners even wished to sell. 

Commissioner Fleming returned to the meeting at 6:52 p.m. 
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Mr. Maurice Perkins, 505 Lafayette Avenue, thanked the Board for the CDBG housing grants, 

which helped constituents on home improvements and thereby increased tax revenues. 

Mr. Tim Williams, 3196 104th Street, thanked the Board for communicating with the City of Live 

Oak regarding utilities expansion near the US 129/I-10 corridor.  He also agreed that Water Management 

had been slowing down the permitting process but he also recognized that they were in the midst of 

changing their rules to streamline the process.  Mr. Williams suggested regional stormwater utilities near 

72nd Trace that would take water from surrounding areas and alleviate further flooding in Live Oak. 

COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 

There were none. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

The twenty-second item on the agenda was Administrator’s comments and information. 

County Administrator Harris had nothing to discuss. 

The twenty-third item on the agenda was Board Members’ inquiries, requests, and comments. 

Commissioner Fleming stated that the meeting had been very productive and noted a new 

business in Live Oak, Marcus Allen Funeral Home and Mortuary. 

Commissioner Stapleton appreciated the work done in the meeting and reminded the public that 

the day before had been the anniversary of the D-Day Invasion in France. 

Commissioner Land wished Commissioner Fleming happy early birthday and also reminded the 

public of the D-Day anniversary. 

Commissioner Hale echoed the sentiments of the other Commissioners and noted the many 

outdoors events that would be held in Suwannee County during the summer. 
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Chairman White thanked the Boa rd for purchasing the property in O'Brien, despite its price, and 

thanked the realtors who helped to make it happen. 

Jimmy Norris, Economic Development Director, ment ioned a grant received from Enterprise 

Florida that had allowed placement of an article spotlighting Suwannee County in the Florida Trend 

magazine. 

Commissioner Fleming moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Stapleton seconded, and 

the motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m. 

,,,,,,,1111111111, ,,,,,,, ~v.,Y GQA:111,,, 

ATTE c- -:iei ("\) • , ·,,. ,,11,,,, ,, .:,.;i, :~" .•· ••, •// ,., ~ l;S .... · ... S'&~, zffi. ·'<?• cc· - ~~ 

BARR/1.;l ~;ijcb oc 
• t"~ ~ 

CLER~«.rl;l,E CIRCL)JT~ JRT 
",, '111A • '" " "' • ' <:-,_; ,~ 

1111,11 Vf E: CO Ll ~'0 ;,,,,,, 
l/11111 II 11111111\ 

198 

FRANKLIN WAITE, CHAIRMAN 
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