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5:00 p.m. 

The Suwannee County Board of County Commissioners met on the above date and time for a 

regular meeting and the following were present:  Chairman Franklin White; Commissioner Don Hale; 

Commissioner Clyde Fleming; Commissioner Travis Land; and Commissioner Len Stapleton. Keith Gentry, 

Chief Finance Director; Logan Woods, Deputy Clerk; Randy Harris, County Administrator; and James W. 

Prevatt, Jr., County Attorney, were also present. 

Chairman White called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. and asked Commissioner Hale to lead 

the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

CONSENT: 

Item one was pulled for discussion. 

The first item on the agenda was to approve payment of $3,824,005.75 in processed invoices. 

This item was pulled for discussion. 

The second item on the agenda was to accept and authorize the County Administrator to digitally 

execute the Airport Rescue Grant (ARPA) Agreement, Grant No. 3-12-0043-018-2022 for the Suwannee 

County Airport. Budget impact: none – revenue to cover operational and personnel expenses already paid. 

(Agreement No. 2022-29) 

The third item on the agenda was approval of letters in support of the Original Florida Tourism 

Task Force’s application for a Rural Regional Development Grant from the Florida Department of 

Economic Opportunity. 

Commissioner Land moved to approve consent items 2-3. Commissioner Stapleton seconded, 

and the motion carried unanimously. 

The first item on the agenda was to approve payment of $3,824,005.75 in processed invoices. 
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Chairman White stated that he would abstain from voting as one payment benefited his business. 

Commissioner Hale moved to approve payment of $3,824,005.75 in processed invoices. 

Commissioner Fleming seconded, and the motion carried unanimously (4-0, with Chairman White 

abstaining due to a conflict of interests). 

Several Commissioners commented on Building Department Director Patrick Taylor’s health 

situation and asked for prayers. 

TIME-SPECIFIC ITEMS: 

The fourth item on the agenda was at 5:05 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be 

heard, to hold a public hearing to discuss, with possible Board action, adoption of an ordinance amending 

Chapter 66, Article II of the Code of Ordinances of the Suwannee County Code of Ordinances, relating to 

use of roads and right-of-way; renumbering certain sections; creating a new Section 66-37 dealing with 

aircraft use of roads and rights-of-way; providing severability; providing for inclusion in the Suwannee 

County Code of Ordinances; providing for conflicts; and providing effective dates. 

Chairman White opening the public hearings. 

There was no one from the public that wish to be sworn in. 

County Attorney Prevatt reminded the Board of an issue brought up a few meetings prior 

regarding airplanes taxiing across public roads in fly-in subdivisions and discussed the proposed ordinance 

provisions that would address aircraft use on roads. He noted a newly created section that would allow 

for the designation of certain subdivision roads within the County to be used for aircraft, with applicants 

to submit roads for consideration to be approved by the Board. County Attorney Prevatt also discussed 

the related resolution that would establish the rules, regulations, etc. 
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Chairman White opened the floor to public comment. There being none, Chairman White closed 

the floor to public comment. 

Discussion continued on the ordinance. 

Commissioner Hale moved to approve an ordinance amending Chapter 66, Article II of the Code 

of Ordinances of the Suwannee County Code of Ordinances, relating to use of roads and right-of-way; 

renumbering certain sections; creating a new Section 66-37 dealing with aircraft use of roads and rights-

of-way; providing severability; providing for inclusion in the Suwannee County Code of Ordinances; 

providing for conflicts; and providing effective dates. Commissioner Land seconded, and the motion 

carried unanimously. (Ordinance No. 2022-03) 

The fifth item on the agenda was at 5:05 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter could be heard, 

to hold a public hearing to discuss, with possible Board action, adoption of a resolution establishing criteria 

for the designation of public roads for aircraft use, creation of an application, and setting fees for the 

designation of public roads for aircraft use and establishing procedural and safety measures for the use 

of public roads for aircraft use. 

County Attorney Prevatt briefly discussed the resolution, noting it would establish the specific 

criteria for aircraft use and eligible roads, set regulations to designate a particular road for aircraft, 

inclusion of safety requirements, penalty provisions, and the application process and fee. He reiterated 

that each road designation application would come before the Board for approval. 

Chairman White opened the floor to public comments. 

County Attorney Prevatt swore in Judy Bowser, 19614 161st Court, O’Brien. 

Ms. Browser asked for clarification on the penalties for non-compliance with safety requirements 

that applicants were required to follow when using airplanes on the designated road. County Attorney 

Prevatt discussed in further detail what was included in the penalties for violation. 
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Chairman White closed the floor to public comment. 

Commissioner Land moved to approve a resolution establishing criteria for the designation of 

public roads for aircraft use, creation of an application, and setting fees for the designation of public 

roads for aircraft use and establishing procedural and safety measures for the use of public roads for 

aircraft use. Commissioner Fleming seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (Resolution No. 

2022-17) 

Chairman White closed the public hearings. 

COMMISSIONERS ITEMS: 

There were none. 

COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 

There were none. 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

 The sixth item on the agenda was Additional Agenda Items. 

There were three additional agenda items: 

The first additional agenda item was approval of a Release and Satisfaction of Lien with Leigh Ann 

Cannon, State Housing Initiatives Partnership client (SHIP). 

Commissioner Land moved to approve a Release and Satisfaction of Lien with Leigh Ann 

Cannon, State Housing Initiatives Partnership client (SHIP). Commissioner Hale seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. (Agreement No. 2022-30) 

The second additional agenda item was to discuss, with possible Board action, the 164th Street 

bridge. 
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County Administrator Harris discussed the 164th Street bridge and its history with the Florida 

Department of Transportation in much detail, adding that it was inspected by FDOT every six months. 

Although the bridge had low amounts of vehicle traffic, the bridge ultimately needed to be replaced; 

however, it had been declared historic several years ago and the designation could not be removed, which 

made it difficult to have the bridge replaced. County Administrator Harris discussed the structural issues 

with the bridge, and that it was on FDOT’s list of projects, but with many other needs around the state, it 

would be some time before FDOT was able to assist. Due to the projected high costs for the County to 

replace the bridge or even to complete interim repairs, County Administrator Harris recommended closing 

the bridge temporarily since there was a road nearby that could be used for residents as a detour. 

Discussion ensued on liability concerns and closure of the bridge until FDOT could provide funding. 

 Commissioner Stapleton discussed FDOT’s last report of the bridge, which listed that there had 

been no change in corrosion levels since the last inspection. 

Discussion ensued on the damage to the bridge, difficulty to replace it due to the historic 

designation, that the County could potentially be forced to close the bridge in the future, and liability. 

Commissioner Stapleton noted he did not wish to close the bridge but recommended reduced 

vehicle weight limit signs and closure of the bridge during bad storms until repairs could be made. 

Discussion ensued on all that needed repair and potentially chip sealing roads around the bridge 

so it would be less cumbersome for traffic. 

County Administrator Harris noted that water being around the bridge also made it difficult to 

perform repairs. 

Discussion ensued on budgeted for interim repairs, sleeving the bridge and other options, 

estimated traffic in the area, and working with engineers to put together a plan for repairs that could be 

bid out. 
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Much discussion also ensued on signage already on the bridge for allowable vehicle weights, 

liability to the County, and whether large semis traveled on the bridge. 

County Administrator Harris discussed in further detail issues with the bridge and engineer 

concerns with the interim repairs performed on another bridge in the County, as well as the impact to 

residents and businesses when a bridge was temporarily closed. 

The Board agreed by consensus to allow County Administrator Harris to work with engineers (a 

task order with North Florida Professional Services) to create a plan for interim repairs that could be 

bid out (footages, corrugated pipes, and other repairs). 

The third additional agenda item was to discuss, with possible Board action, extending the offer 

date on surplus property number 15-02S-12E-09944-008001. The extension would allow the two 

individuals with the highest offer, which were identical, an opportunity to submit a new offer. 

County Administrator Harris stated that offers on two of the surplus properties had been opened 

earlier in the day, but one of the properties had a tie between two bidders for the highest offer. He 

requested a time extension for the two bidders to have the opportunity to change or increase their offer 

to break the tie. 

Commissioner Hale moved to approve extending for the two tied bidders the offer date on 

surplus property number 15-02S-12E-09944-008001. Commissioner Fleming seconded, and the motion 

carried unanimously. 

The seventh item on the agenda was public concerns and comments. [Filling Comment Card 

required and forwarded to Chairman or County Administrator. Individual speakers from audience allowed 

three (3) minutes and a single representative or spokesperson allowed seven (7) minutes to speak 

following recognition by Chairman and must speak from the podium – one (1) trip to podium]. 
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Bo Hancock, 6135 Wiggins Road, had several questions regarding the grants and utilities extension 

completion for the CR 136/I-75 water and wastewater treatment plant. He asked whether all the lines 

were operational since that affected contractor approvals. Tori Humphries, North Florida Professional 

Services, addressed Mr. Hancock’s questions, noting that both plants had been inspected earlier in the 

day, but part of the line was not yet operation although installation was complete. 

Much discussion ensued on utility lines, the water and wastewater plants, and whether the delay 

would affect grant extensions. 

Mr. Hancock also asked for an update on the wage compression workshop. County Administrator 

Harris replied that a date had not been set yet. 

Discussion ensued on information to be gathered before the workshop was set and whether the 

workshop would include further solid waste and landfill discussions. 

Mr. Hancock asked whether the railroad crossing was complete. County Administrator Harris 

replied that it was recently completed, and the County only needed to complete the striping on US 90. 

Jeffrey Turner, 13528 142nd Place, questioned the Fine and Forfeiture fund on his tax bill and 

allowable millage that could be taxed for that fund. County Attorney Prevatt addressed in detail Mr. 

Turner’s questions and related Florida statutes. 

The eighth item on the agenda was Administrator’s comments and information. 

County Administrator Harris mentioned that FDOT was interested in utilizing the new water and 

sewer utilities for a new rest area on the interstate, and that he would be bringing further information. 

Commissioner Stapleton asked about utility plant expansion and felt that the County should be 

prepared for expansion, as he did not want to wait until the plant was near full capacity. 

Discussion ensued on the time frame and funding involved with utility installation and expansion, 

the current facility’s capacity, FDOT potentially providing funding for utility expansion since they would 
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infrastructure grants, a workshop to be held for various County projects and approved uses for American 

Rescue Plan Funding, working with the City of Live Oak on utility expansions, funding received from surplus 

property sales, and future infrastructure plann ing. 

The ninth item on the agenda was Board Members' inquiries, requests, and comments. 

Commissioners Fleming, Land, and Hale stated they were hopeful to work with the City of Live 

Oak on utilities and other projects and noted the need for future planning. 

Commissioner Stapleton noted that Mr. Patrick Taylor had just passed away during their meeting. 

The Commissioners commented on Mr. Taylor's work ethic and loss. 

Chairman White echoed the other Commissioners comments. 

Commissioner Stapleton moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Land seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
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FRANKLIN WHITE, CHAIRMAN 
SUWANNEE COUNTY BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 


	CONSENT:
	TIME-SPECIFIC ITEMS:
	COMMISSIONERS ITEMS:
	COUNTY ATTORNEY ITEMS:
	GENERAL BUSINESS:

